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Advancing equity: Improving population health through gender 
mainstreaming in policy 

Join the discussion on Advancing Equity: Improving Population Health Through Gender Mainstreaming 

in Policy led by Vital Strategies’ Data Impact Program on Oct. 20, 2023 at 11:00 am New Delhi Time. 

India’s parliament passed a landmark bill that will reserve a third of its seats in the lower house and state 

assemblies for women, in a major win for rights groups that have for decades campaigned for better 

gender representation in politics. Globally we have seen similar changes to ensure more equitable gender 

representation and with that, a deeper consideration of gender in laws and policies. These systematic 

changes have major implications on population health. 

Register to the webinar here. 
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Pacific Heads of Planning and Statistics endorses CRVS action plan 
and regional cause of death approach 

In a significant step toward enhancing the quality of data and statistics in the Pacific region, the Pacific 

Heads of Planning and Statistics (HOPS) met this month to discuss and agree on the way forward on 

CRVS and other issues.   

The Action Plan for Civil Registration and Vital Statistics endorsed the Brisbane Accord Group's Action 

Plan for Civil Registration and Vital Statistics 2023-2026. This facilitates increased collaboration between 

country-level agencies and partner organizations to enhance civil registration comprehensiveness and 

ensure the utility of civil registration data for statistical analysis. 

The regional cause of death approach supports the establishment of a regional support team for technical 

assistance in cause-of-death coding, advocating a regional approach, and acknowledging ongoing work 

and next steps for this collaborative effort. 

The outcome of this meeting provides hope and a sense of direction in strengthening CRVS systems and 

improving the quality of data collection and analysis in the region. 
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National Convention on CRVS in the Philippines 

The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) celebrated a significant milestone with the conduct of the 3rd 

National Convention on Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (3NCCRVS) and the 2nd Philippine Identity 

Summit (2PIS), which were held back-to-back from 26 to 28 September at the SMX Convention Center 

in Bacolod City.  

Adopting the theme “CRVS and PhilSys (Philippines identity System): Promoting Inclusivity and 

Accessibility through Digital Transformation”, the PSA remained steadfast in achieving its commitment to 

the CRVS Decade declaration of getting everyone in the picture through innovation and technology. The 

topics covered in the 3-day activity highlighted the inextricable link of civil registration to statistics, social 

service delivery, identity, and nationality. 

A total of 1,683 participants attended this major event, including local civil registrars, local government 

officials and personnel, solemnizing officers, summit speakers, and PSA officials and staff. 

The convention and summit aim to update and inform stakeholders about the recent developments in 

civil registration and vital statistics, recent guidance by the Civil Registrar General, and showcasing the 

use cases of PhilSys. This event coincided with the celebration of PSA's 10th anniversary and was a 

testament to the agency's progress and innovation in its mandates on statistics, civil registration, and 

national identification over the past decade. 

More information about the event available here. 

 

  

CRVS data-sharing Memorandum of Understanding lays the path 
towards the first Viet Nam vital statistics report according to UN 

principles and recommendations 
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Three different government agencies are currently involved in the production of vital statistics in Viet 

Nam. The General Statistics Office (GSO) uses population census data to produce and publish some 

national statistics, the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) provides statistics on the registration of some vital events, 

and the Ministry of Health (MOH) produces a table on the leading Causes of Death (COD) for health 

facility deaths. 

In accordance with UN principles and recommendations, the Viet Nam National Action Program on CRVS 

for 2017-2024 (NAP) stipulates that accurate, complete, and timely vital statistics (including cause of 

death) are to be produced based on registration records and disseminated publicly and transparently in 

an annual national vital statistics report.  Currently, GSO lacks access to the necessary data from the 

MOH and MOJ to produce vital statistics in line with the NAP. 

On September 26, 2023, with support from Vital Strategies, and UNFPA, under the Bloomberg 

Philanthropies Data for Health Initiative (D4H), the MOH, MOJ, and GSO signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) that establishes a mechanism to share and exchange necessary data between 

the three agencies to produce an annual vital statistics report.  The MOU also assigns GSO as the agency 

responsible for the production and publication of the vital statistics report, while MOJ and MOH will 

support the process by sharing data as required. The MOU is necessary to ensure uniformity in the 

collection, exploitation, and publication of birth and death data and forms a foundation for implementing 

the tasks of the NAP. 

 

  

NGO celebrates registration awareness month in Nepal 

The Citizenship Affected People Network (CAPN) is a civil society network of over 1800 affected people 

in Nepal, formed in 2015. They strive to achieve universal and compulsory birth registration in Nepal, as 

it is the fundamental basis of the legal identity of children. Without it, children lack access to human and 

child rights, including the right to education. 
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For the month of November, CAPN launched the Nepalese registration awareness month. This program 

is part of an international initiative that celebrates November as a month of 'Childhood Statelessness and 

the Right to Education' and is led by the Institute of Statelessness and Inclusion (ISI). As a national 

partner, CAPN is celebrating this through various activities, including  a school outreach program to 

spread awareness. 

To directly engage children, CAPN will organise awareness raising sessions within six higher secondary 

schools and develop an informative Tiktok campaign, focusing on the procedure and required documents 

related to birth registration and minor ID card. CAPN also plans to create and distribute flyers, 

infographics and pamphlets explaining the procedure for birth registration that will be shared with 

students’ parents. 

 

  

Report on civil registration in South East Asia: Legislation, 
digitization and inequality 

ESCAP recently published a compendium focusing on CRVS systems in South-East Asia, addressing 

legislative reforms, digitalization, and inequalities. It concludes with recommendations for improving the 

region's CRVS systems and ways to increase collaboration across countries. This compendium serves 

as a important resource for policymakers and stakeholders aiming to enhance vital registration systems 

in South-East Asia and foster cross-border cooperation. The compendium is a result of the discussions 

held at the first meeting of South East Asian Civil Registrars held in February 2023. 

The full report can be found on this link. 
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Cambodia enhances fetal mortality data collection  

Last August, Cambodia established a Technical Working Group comprising of the National Institute of 

Statistics (NIS) and the Ministry of Health (MOH), with a mission to enhance fetal death data collection, 

quality, and reporting. 

Vital Strategies, under the Data for Health Initiative, has been a key partner in supporting Cambodia's 

adoption of the Medically Certified Cause of Death (MCCD) standard and the development of a digitized 

system, which not only facilitates fetal death data collection but also captures birth and death events at 

health facilities and MCCD data. This system, completed in March 2023, aligns with the MOH-NIS system 

for stillbirths and the civil registration system for birth and death notifications, with plans for full integration 

into existing health information systems. 

The new CRVS ID law, approved in July, has now mandated nationwide fetal death data collection and 

sharing between the MOH and NIS. With continued support from Vital Strategies, Cambodia is preparing 

to introduce the new fetal death data collection form digitized system at health facilities in 2023 and 2024. 
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Congratulations to Lao PDR for launching their first CRVS Inequality 
Assessment 

On October 19, Lao PDR celebrated the launch of their first CRVS Inequality Assessment report. The 
Lao Statistics Bureau (LSB), in collaboration with ESCAP and UNFPA have developed this resource. 

A series of national workshops were held to inform key stakeholders about the project's objective. These 
workshops included capacity-building sessions on demographic indicators and data completeness 
estimation. Despite incomplete data, a preliminary inequality assessment was conducted, with 
recommendations provided to support the implementation of the CRVS system in Lao PDR. 

The report underscores the need for improved collaboration among national and international 
stakeholders to enhance the national civil registration system. It also emphasizes the importance of 
developing the skills and capabilities of government officials in CRVS and related systems, enabling the 
country to conduct future inequality assessments. 

Congratulations to LSB for this achievement!  

 

NEW RESOURCES 

• Technical Guidance for Strengthening the Vital Statistics Production Process 

• Civil Registration in South East Asia: Legislation, Digitization and Inequality 

• Rights and Ethics in Biometric Population Registration 

• Inequality Assessment for Civil Registration and Vital Statistics Lao PDR 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

• 23 – 25 October 2023: CRVS 2nd National Capacity Building Workshop for 

Assessing Inequalities in Registration, Samoa 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F92ls.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAWEAAChiNi4AAcuJ1EAAAKfT6ocAAAAc02EAm3UOAAwLzQBlMQsgeUblD3VHQp-VO3BTMhVR6gAMGNw%2F30%2FPaXu-SbhoDqwGMNqAnFiTA%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9nZXRpbnRoZXBpY3R1cmUub3JnL3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvcmVzb3VyY2VzL0xBT1MlMjBJTkVRVUFMSVRZJTIwQVNTRVNTTUVOVCUyMFJFUE9SVCUyMEZJTkFMZXB1YiUyMG5vJTIwY292ZXIlMjBpbWFnZS5wZGY&data=05%7C01%7Csupakalin%40un.org%7Cf742a161f1f74f09cbbe08dbd091e895%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638333097335547779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=92tqB4BCnv1wlG%2FGRmnHJ2IYZxxNUbw5MQ1%2BghYzA70%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F92ls.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAWEAAChiNi4AAcuJ1EAAAKfT6ocAAAAc02EAm3UOAAwLzQBlMQsgeUblD3VHQp-VO3BTMhVR6gAMGNw%2F31%2FXxP-qwjUO3SqYD5ZMIeOdw%2FaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubHNiLmdvdi5sYS9lbi9ob21lLw&data=05%7C01%7Csupakalin%40un.org%7Cf742a161f1f74f09cbbe08dbd091e895%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638333097335547779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cnppWUr3VDPCrBphqA0k46Ur6n6twq%2FfnJh5sptBHRE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F92ls.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAWEAAChiNi4AAcuJ1EAAAKfT6ocAAAAc02EAm3UOAAwLzQBlMQsgeUblD3VHQp-VO3BTMhVR6gAMGNw%2F32%2FXiYuMJUiUmd41lemAtB_WQ%2FaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudW5lc2NhcC5vcmcv&data=05%7C01%7Csupakalin%40un.org%7Cf742a161f1f74f09cbbe08dbd091e895%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638333097335547779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VIezpkCRcnw6nOXBWmSp1boStolBvmlDefiy14ACFxs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F92ls.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAWEAAChiNi4AAcuJ1EAAAKfT6ocAAAAc02EAm3UOAAwLzQBlMQsgeUblD3VHQp-VO3BTMhVR6gAMGNw%2F33%2FFUKcWtsMOC9xHVKl7wHgsA%2FaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudW5mcGEub3JnLw&data=05%7C01%7Csupakalin%40un.org%7Cf742a161f1f74f09cbbe08dbd091e895%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638333097335547779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4%2Fja9GTDwxBwQ9mjyUK%2BD6kTozbRMMnw6civa2MKD%2Fc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F92ls.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAWEAAChiNi4AAcuJ1EAAAKfT6ocAAAAc02EAm3UOAAwLzQBlMQsgeUblD3VHQp-VO3BTMhVR6gAMGNw%2F34%2Fnxii5YW5uIGM3YRSYHRC3g%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9nZXRpbnRoZXBpY3R1cmUub3JnL3Jlc291cmNlL3RlY2huaWNhbC1ndWlkYW5jZS1zdHJlbmd0aGVuaW5nLXZpdGFsLXN0YXRpc3RpY3MtcHJvZHVjdGlvbi1wcm9jZXNz&data=05%7C01%7Csupakalin%40un.org%7Cf742a161f1f74f09cbbe08dbd091e895%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638333097335547779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j9rbBtwbC9KsGU9iw3T%2BAvOSzWMyEFTp3632SWU5%2BBE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F92ls.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAWEAAChiNi4AAcuJ1EAAAKfT6ocAAAAc02EAm3UOAAwLzQBlMQsgeUblD3VHQp-VO3BTMhVR6gAMGNw%2F35%2FHHtMAwsKZAxAaSRayCs5Vg%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9nZXRpbnRoZXBpY3R1cmUub3JnL3Jlc291cmNlL2NpdmlsLXJlZ2lzdHJhdGlvbi1zb3V0aC1lYXN0LWFzaWEtbGVnaXNsYXRpb24tZGlnaXRpemF0aW9uLWFuZC1pbmVxdWFsaXR5&data=05%7C01%7Csupakalin%40un.org%7Cf742a161f1f74f09cbbe08dbd091e895%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638333097335547779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hWZzCf8XsCIZHlUaLQvnyKXDsnmxih2c0p%2BjplpX8CI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F92ls.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAWEAAChiNi4AAcuJ1EAAAKfT6ocAAAAc02EAm3UOAAwLzQBlMQsgeUblD3VHQp-VO3BTMhVR6gAMGNw%2F36%2FWS5P1f3GAep9NewtIByn0g%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9pdXNzcC5vcmcvc2l0ZXMvZGVmYXVsdC9maWxlcy9SaWdodHNfYW5kX0V0aGljc19pbl9CaW9tZXRyaWNfUG9wdWxhdGlvbl9SZWdpc3RyYXRpb24uX0lVU1NQX1dvcmtpbmdfUGFwZXJfOV9PY3RfMjAyMy5wZGY&data=05%7C01%7Csupakalin%40un.org%7Cf742a161f1f74f09cbbe08dbd091e895%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638333097335547779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MRRcNRcr53P4shD85CYqcCCKkIgKuVL%2FDUgERkw2NIg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F92ls.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAWEAAChiNi4AAcuJ1EAAAKfT6ocAAAAc02EAm3UOAAwLzQBlMQsgeUblD3VHQp-VO3BTMhVR6gAMGNw%2F37%2FPnrXuZLcpqxMxillNSCK0A%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9nZXRpbnRoZXBpY3R1cmUub3JnL3Jlc291cmNlL2luZXF1YWxpdHktYXNzZXNzbWVudC1jaXZpbC1yZWdpc3RyYXRpb24tYW5kLXZpdGFsLXN0YXRpc3RpY3MtbGFvLXBkcg&data=05%7C01%7Csupakalin%40un.org%7Cf742a161f1f74f09cbbe08dbd091e895%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638333097335547779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K3lxEsrCxMvGpcUcIWVMHciP6B93zcmdiv8U4J23o4U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F92ls.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAWEAAChiNi4AAcuJ1EAAAKfT6ocAAAAc02EAm3UOAAwLzQBlMQsgeUblD3VHQp-VO3BTMhVR6gAMGNw%2F38%2F70I2onCssWErneJ5WerCWw%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9nZXRpbnRoZXBpY3R1cmUub3JnL2V2ZW50L2NpdmlsLXJlZ2lzdHJhdGlvbi1hbmQtdml0YWwtc3RhdGlzdGljcy1jcnZzLTJuZC1uYXRpb25hbC1jYXBhY2l0eS1idWlsZGluZy13b3Jrc2hvcA&data=05%7C01%7Csupakalin%40un.org%7Cf742a161f1f74f09cbbe08dbd091e895%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638333097335547779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WgZQh00Eb%2Ffmj8xOjxPdTqwLiVlU4s%2B8ZTx50UNFOkE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2F92ls.mjt.lu%2Flnk%2FAWEAAChiNi4AAcuJ1EAAAKfT6ocAAAAc02EAm3UOAAwLzQBlMQsgeUblD3VHQp-VO3BTMhVR6gAMGNw%2F38%2F70I2onCssWErneJ5WerCWw%2FaHR0cHM6Ly9nZXRpbnRoZXBpY3R1cmUub3JnL2V2ZW50L2NpdmlsLXJlZ2lzdHJhdGlvbi1hbmQtdml0YWwtc3RhdGlzdGljcy1jcnZzLTJuZC1uYXRpb25hbC1jYXBhY2l0eS1idWlsZGluZy13b3Jrc2hvcA&data=05%7C01%7Csupakalin%40un.org%7Cf742a161f1f74f09cbbe08dbd091e895%7C0f9e35db544f4f60bdcc5ea416e6dc70%7C0%7C0%7C638333097335547779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WgZQh00Eb%2Ffmj8xOjxPdTqwLiVlU4s%2B8ZTx50UNFOkE%3D&reserved=0


• 01 – 02 November 2023: Seventh North and Central Asia Multi-Stakeholder Forum 

on the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 

• 06 – 07 November 2023: Seventh Southeast Asia Multi-Stakeholder Forum on the 

Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goal 

• 15 – 17 November 2023: Seventh Asian and Pacific Population Conference 

• 20 – 22 November 2023: The Seventh North-East Asia Multi-Stakeholder Forum on 

the Implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals 

• 21 – 22 November 2023: The Seventh Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development 

• 20 – 23 February 2023: Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development 

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

As we are always looking to improve content, we’d love to hear your feedback and input for articles. CRVS 
Insight is written for you and your feedback matters to us! 

If you have a new resource, upcoming event or article you would like highlighted, please send submissions 
along with an accompanying photo to escap-crvs@un.org. 

Please note by submitting photos you are granting ESCAP Statistics Division permission to publish the photo 
in the current article and any future articles it deems appropriate. 

This e-mail has been sent to xx because you have expressed interest in CRVS activities in Asia and the 
Pacific. If you would like to stop receiving future communications, please click here to unsubscribe. 
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