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Grateful acknowledgement is made of the 
Government of the Netherlands' generosity in 
bearing the cost of both this publication and 
the earlier "Twenty-fifth Anniversary of 
ECAFE: A Commemorative Review", to which 
it forms a sequel.

This publication, which is a record of the 
observance of ECAFE's twenty-fifth anniversary 
by the Commission as a whole and by its 
members and associate members individually, 
is being released at the twenty-ninth session 
of the Commission, which is being held at 
Tokyo in April 1973. It follows upon the 
secretariat publication entitled "Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary of ECAFE : A Commemorative 
Review", which was released to mark the 
beginning of the commemorative year, March 
1972. ECAFE's twenty-fifth anniversary year, 
running from March 1972 to March 1973, was 
appropriately commemorated by Governments 
at the national level with the participation of 
United Nations Associations and ECAFE 
Associations and with the help of the Resident 
Representatives of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme. The national observances 
took many forms, including special features 
released through the press, radio and television 
networks; meetings and addresses; school 
programmes; special celebrations held under 
the highest governmental auspices and the 
issuance of national commemorative stamps. 
In the following pages will be found messages 
from and statements by Heads of State and 
Government, heads of delegations and United 
Nations officials delivered at the anniversary 
session, followed by replicas of the commemo
rative stamps issued, a round-up of the 
country observances and the texts of the 
resolutions wherewith the twenty-fifth anni
versary was commemorated.
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A much appreciated highlight of Thailand's observance of 
the anniversary was the audience graciously granted to 
heads of delegations by His Majesty the King of Thailand.

His Majesty chats with H.E. Mr. Adam Malik, President of the General Assembly and Representatives of 
Indonesia.



Facing from left to right: His Majesty the King; the Honourable Nigel Bowen, Representative of 
Australia; and U Nyun, Executive Secretary of ECAFE
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I. STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE HOST COUNTRY 

BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL OF THAILAND



Inaugural statement by 
His Excellency Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn, 

Chairman of the National Executive Council, Thailand

I deem it a great honour and pleasure to 
extend, on behalf of the National Executive 
Council and people of Thailand, a cordial 
welcome to all the distinguished delegates, 
attending the twenty-eighth session of ECAFE 
in our capital city of Bangkok. I hope that 
your stay in Thailand will be a pleasant and 
enjoyable one and that the deliberations upon 
which you are about to embark will lead to 
satisfactory results.

As this current session of the Commission 
coincides with the celebration of ECAFE's 
twenty-fifth anniversary, I would like to take 
this opportunity to extend to ECAFE our 
best wishes for the continued success and 
prosperity of this important organization.

Thailand has long been a firm believer in 
regional economic co-operation and it has 
made its modest contribution to all activities of 
the United Nations designed to accelerate 
economic and social development for the 
purpose of raising living standard of the people 
in the ECAFE region. For this reason, we are 
happy that ECAFE headquarters has been 
located in Bangkok since 1949 and it is most 
gratifying to learn that the last United Nations 
General Assembly has decided to establish the 
permanent headquarters of ECAFE in Bangkok 
and to accept the offer of the Thai Government 
which makes available to ECAFE additional 
land and other facilities for construction of 
buildings to be used as permanent headquarters 
of ECAFE in Bangkok.

There is no need for me to emphasize the 
importance of the contribution which ECAFE 

is making towards the efforts to enhance 
well-being of the people in this region. 
ECAFE serves as a useful centre from which 
the countries of the region can draw valuable 
knowledge about economic and social de
velopment and use it for the benefit of their 
economic and social planning.

Despite the progress of the work of the 
Commission in the past, there is still need for 
ECAFE to make stronger efforts to achieve 
further success in the field of accelerating 
economic development of the region. In 
this respect, it is necessary to take into con
sideration the present economic structure of 
the region, in which there is still a widening 
gap between the rich and the poor. It is 
therefore the duty of both ECAFE and the 
countries in the ECAFE region to seek ways 
and means to faster a determination on regional 
collective endeavours to redress the existing 
economic and social unequalities, for it is in 
the interest of all countries in the region 
themselves to see to it that the growing 
disparity between the rich and the poor 
finally ceases. For our part, Thailand will 
try to do its utmost to help to achieve this noble 
goal.

Honourable Ministers and distinguished 
delegates, in concluding, I would like to wish 
you every success in your deliberations. I also 
wish ECAFE further good performance and 
success of their work.

I now declare open the twenty-eighth 
session of the Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East.
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II. ADDRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND MESSAGE 
FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Only that part of the President of 
the General Assembly's address 
which is pertinent to the comme
moration of ECAFE's twenty-fifth 
anniversary has been reproduced.
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Address by His Excellency Adam Malik President of the 
Twenty-sixth United Nations General Assembly

This session is to commemorate the 
Silver Jubilee of ECAFE, an occasion not 
merely of symbolic significance to us. As 
we all know, the United Nations General 
Assembly, at its twenty-fifth session, has 
adopted a comprehensive International 
Development Strategy in conjunction with 
the Second United Nations Development 
Decade. Subsequently, the Commission at 
its twenty-sixth session adopted a Declaration 
stressing the importance of a regional strategy 
and regional action in support of the global 
strategy for the Second Development Decade. 
The present, the twenty-fifth anniversary ses
sion, therefore, should not only give occasion 
to reflect on past achievements but more so, to 
strengthen determination for carrying out the 
tasks which lie ahead for which a clear strate
gy for action has already been charted.

The most important achievement made 
by ECAFE, to my mind, is the success in 
implanting the spirit of regional co-operation 
among its member countries. This would have 
been unthinkable, say, twenty-five years ago. 
Accordingly, it has been able to undertake an 
integrated approach to co-operation among 
the member countries in this region and 
to carry out projects in the framework of 
such regional co-operation. Some of the 
concrete achievements of great significance 
are the Mekong Project, the Asian Institute, 
the ADB, the Asian Statistical Institute, the 
Asian Highway, the Asian Railway, the Asian

Telecommunication Network, the Asian 
Coconut Community, Pepper Community etc.

Another positive development worthy of 
mentioning is ECAFE's successful undertaking 
in assisting its member countries endeavours 
to strengthen and improve their public ad
ministration. The importance of such as
sistance lies, as I see it, in the first place that 
it provides the opportunity to these countries 
to adjust their administrative machinery to 
their respective development needs. In spite 
of its budgetary limitations, its wide geo
graphical scope, and the enormity and magni
tude of the problems, which have to be 
tackled by ECAFE, it should be admitted, 
however, that ECAFE has fulfilled its task as a 
regional arm of the United Nations in a 
satisfactory manner. For these achievements 
a large measure of credit is due to U Nyun, 
the Executive Secretary of ECAFE, who 
during his terms of office for about twelve 
consecutive years, has given his dedication to 
the noble cause.

I am glad to observe that among the 
wide range of topics covered by your agenda, 
special attention is given to the social aspects 
of development with a view to establishing 
more just and prosperous societies in this 
region. In the same way special importance is 
also attached to the question of human 
environment.
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Message from the Secretary-General of the United Nations

It gives me great pleasure to send this 
brief message on the occasion of the twenty
fifth anniversary of the United Nations Econo
mic Commission for Asia and The Far East. 
I would like to convey my warm congratula
tion to all the members of ECAFE and to its 
three distinguished executive secretaries for 
the achievements of the Commission during 
its first quater-century of existence. During 
this time, ECAFE has made great strides in 
assisting its member countries in their efforts 
to achieve economic and social development.

Since its establishment, the Commission 
has been operating in circumstances marked 
by political change, unrest, tensions and 
conflict. ECAFE has been able to operate 
effectively in spite of this. The Commission 
has become a center of vital information: 
it has provided a valuable forum for meetings 
and action programmes in various specialized 
fields, often at the highest ministerial level: 
it has become an important channel for 
technical assistance and other operational 
activities: and it has functioned as the main 
instrument for regional and subregional co
operation in the vast and variegated Asian 
region. It can indeed be considered the 
regional spring-board for implementing the 
global policies of the United Nations in the 
economic and social field.

ECAFE has blazed the trail in many areas 
of regional co-operation. I shall mention its 
best known achievement as but one example 
of its constructive contributions. The lower 
Mekong basin project, which is one of the 
largest United Nations undertakings, was 
initiated by the Commission and it is being 
implemented with a large measure of success 
despite the unstable political conditions beset
ting Southeast Asia. As a regional arm of 
The United Nations for economic and social 
activities, the Commission has been imple

menting its programmes in close co-operation 
with such United Nations organizations as 
UNCTAD and UNIDO as well as many of the 
specialized agencies. Indeed, the Commission 
acts as the focal point for co-ordinated action 
by the entire United Nations system in the 
ECAFE region. It has also served as a catalyst 
for important projects that have generated 
support and outside investments many times 
the value of its own limited resources. This 
past history of fruitful achievement should 
stand ECAFE in good stead in the years 
ahead.

With the hope of an improvement in the 
prospects for peace in the ECAFE region, 
it will be necessary for the Commission to 
meet the challenges of the future with renewed 
determination and redoubled effort so that the 
planning of governments and the expectations 
of the peoples of Asia for accelerated develop
ment may become a reality as soon as possible. 
In this pursuit, the Commission will be guided 
by the international strategy for development 
of the United Nations Second Development 
Decade. In the past two and a half decades 
the Commission has also built up an infra
structure for progress by seeking areas of 
agreement in the midst of turmoil through 
consensus among its membership, and by 
having served as a constant spur in the quest 
for more rapid economic and social progress 
through its regional and sub-regional co
operative efforts.

The twenty-eighth session of ECAFE, 
which is celebrating the twenty-fifth jubilee of 
the Commission will, no doubt, be paying 
special attention to ways and means of 
achieving accelerated future progress based 
on its past achievements. This is, indeed, a 
worthy endeavour to which I pledge my 
wholehearted support. I send you my very 
best wishes for a most successful commemora
tive session.
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III. MESSAGES FROM HEADS OF STATE AND 
GOVERNMENT AND SENIOR MINISTERS

7



Message from the Right Honourable William McMahon, 
Prime Minister of Australia

"On the occasion of the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the establishment of ECAFE, 
I want to offer the congratulations of the 
Australian Government and to assure you of 
our continuing support for the Commission's 
activities. ECAFE has made a most valuable 
contribution to a full generation of economic 
advancement; in a most difficult period, it 
has done much for our region. The future 
development of our area will call for no less 

effort, no less imagination and no less intense 
co-operation among the countries of our 
region than the past quarter-century. My 
Government is confident that ECAFE will play 
a significant role in providing this effort and 
this imagination and in helping us to work 
effectively together. The Australian Govern
ment will continue to work actively to realize 
the aspirations of the Commission and, through 
it, the aspirations of the Governments and 
people of our region."
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Message from His Majesty the King of Bhutan, delivered by 
the Honourable Dawa Tsering, representing Bhutan

His Majesty the King of Bhutan has 
desired that I should convey his warmest 
felicitations and hopes for still better success 
in the years to come to the Executive Secretary 

and this distinguished gathering on the happy 
and auspicious occasion of the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Far East.
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Message from His Excellency Monsieur Maurice Schumann, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, France 

(Translated from the French)

On this occasion when the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Asia and 
the Far East is celebrating its twenty-fifth 
anniversary, the French Government is happy 
to express to all member States, associate 
members and the secretariat of the Commission 
its hearty congratulations.

The Economic Commission for Asia and 
the Far East, entrusted, in the wake of a 
devastating war, with the extraordinarily 
heavy task of providing effective aid for the 
reconstruction and development of the most 
populous part of the world, was able to look 
ahead. Bringing its energies to bear on all 
the great economic and social problems of 

our era, it has been able to establish in many 
fields structures which have already led to 
the extensive development of resources of all 
kinds in its member countries, structures which 
will in future contribute still more to their 
development.

Through this common effort it has helped 
to create solidarity among its members, among 
whom France is proud to have been numbered 
the beginning.

The French Government, conscious of 
the strides that have been made over a quarter 
of a century, reaffirms its support for the 
Commission and its confidence in it.
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Message from His Excellency Mr. V.V. Giri,
President of India

The twenty-eighth annual session of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Asia 
and the Far East marks its silver jubilee com
memorating the 25 years of its existence. On 
this historic occasion in the life of one of 
the important economic organizations of the 
United Nations, I send my warm felicitations 
to the Commission for its past achievements 
and express the hope that the Commission 
over the coming years will rededicate itself 
with renewed determination to improving the 
economic and social conditions of the people 
of Asia.

Over the years this ancient continent has 
witnessed far reaching political, economic 
and social changes in the region. In spite of 
formidable obstacles, some positive steps 
have been taken in meeting the challenge 
of widespread poverty, ill health and ignorance. 
During the last few years our efforts at regional 
co operation within the framework of the 

ECAFE have convinced me of the far reaching 
possibilities of intensive regional co operation 
among the Asian countries. A self reliant and 
economically viable Asia is the best guarantee 
for world peace and progress. It is my hope 
that during the seventies the Commission 
will, in the spirit in which it has published its 
Annual Survey, continue to pay greater 
attention to economic progress with social 
justice. It is to these objectives that we should 
rededicate ourselves on this important occasion.

At the silver jubilee of the Commission 
it gives me great pleasure to send to the 
ECAFE the greeting and good wishes of the 
Government and the people of India to 
reiterate our abiding interest and the support 
of my Government in the continuing efforts 
of the Commission in the advancement of 
the economic and social progress of the people 
of this region.
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Message from His Excellency Mr. Eisaku Sato, 
Prime Minister of Japan

It gives me great pleasure to send best 
wishes and cordial greetings, on behalf of the 
Japanese Government and people, to the 
twenty-eighth session of ECAFE, on the 
auspicious occasion of the commemoration 
of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the establish
ment of ECAFE.

I should like to express my most sincere 
appreciation and admiration for the remarkable 
contributions ECAFE has made in all fields 
of economic and social development in 
Asia over the past quarter of a century since 
its foundation.

I believe ECAFE has played a vital role 
in accomplishing the economic development 
of the ECAFE countries during the last 
25 years. It has also done much towards 
the furtherance of mutual understanding and 
co-operation among Asian nations through 
innumerable conferences, surveys and semi
nars.

However, when we think of the formidable 
tasks ahead, we cannot but feel that we should 
not be content merely to pronounce eulogies 
on the past achievements of ECAFE; we must 
draw, from the confidence those achievements 
give us, new inspiration and the determination 
that ECAFE shall, in the years to come, fulfil 
an even more vital role in economic and 
social development in Asia.

The Japanese Government, for its part, 
intends to give all the co-operation and 
support in its power to assist and make even 
more effective ECAFE's future activities. For 
I am firmly convinced that there can be no 
peace and prosperity for Japan without the 
peace and prosperity of the countries of Asia.

In closing, may I express my warmest 
appreciation to the Executive Secretary U 
Nyun and all members of his staff, and to 
the Governments of member countries and 
to all those men and women whose labours 
have made ECAFE what it is today.
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Message from His Excellency Mr. Sisowath Sirikmatak, 
Deputy Prime Minister of the Khmer Republic 

(Translated from the French)

I have the great honour and pleasure to 
convey to the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Far East, on the 
occasion of the celebration of its twenty-fifth 
anniversary, the Khmer Republic's warmest 
good wishes for the Commission's successful 
accomplishment of its noble task of promoting 
the economic and social development of the 
countries in our region.

Since its establishment twenty-five years 
ago, the Commission has steadily expanded its 
geographical area and increased its activities, 
demonstrating its dynamic success in pro
moting regional co-operation for the develop
ment of the countries in our region. The 
many regional and subregional projects that 
it has instituted are excellent illustrations of 
the theme chosen to celebrate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of our Commission, namely 
"National progress through regional co
operation".

A faithful member of the United Nations 
and the Economic Commission for Asia and 

the Far East, the Khmer Republic has benefited 
from ECAFE's activities and firmly intends to 
pursue a policy of flexibility and regional 
co-operation wherein the Commission serves 
as an invaluable catalyst. We are always 
mindful that the Asian Development Bank and 
the Mekong Committee, which originated 
within the Commission, have played and are 
playing an important role in our country's 
development.

I would conclude by expressing the hope 
that the Commission's future will be even 
more promising than its past and that, during 
the course of the Second United Nations 
Development Decade, the countries in our 
region, particularly the developing countries, 
will attain the economic and social growth 
that they need so much, in ever-closer regional 
co-operation and in peace and respect for 
the rights of all peoples as set forth in the 
Charter of the United Nations, so that the 
peoples of our region may live and prosper 
for the greatest good of all mankind.
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Message from His Highness Prince Souvanna Phouma, 
Prime Minister of Laos 

(Translated from the French)

It gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the 
people and the Royal Government of Laos, to 
send to the Economic Commission for Asia 
and the Far East our warm congratulations on 
its twenty-fifth anniversary.

On this anniversary day we in Vientiane,as 
in the other capitals of member countries, 
are commemorating the same event as "ECAFE 
Day". To this end the Government of Laos 
has also decided to issue a special series of 
postage stamps.

In this rapidly changing world in which, 
regrettably, armed competition forges ahead 
at the expense of the developing nations, 
there is one thing which raises justifiable 
hopes: regional co-operation. In this respect 
the Economic Commission for Asia and the 
Far East undoubtedly constitutes a decisive 
factor for development and consequently 
for the well-being of the people of this region.

A quarter of a century has already passed. 
It has been rich in experience and lessons of 
every kind. ECAFE has proved its dynamism, 
wisdom and efficacy despite the obstacles 
encountered. Our family continues to grow 
and make progress, and we sincerely hope 
that the second Decade which has just begun 
will witness satisfactory results for the benefit 
of all.

We take this opportunity of paying a 
sincere tribute to the secretariat of the Commis
sion and to its Executive Secretary, His 
Excellency U Nyun. Under his vigorous 
leadership a number of important projects 
have been put into effect, among them the 
Asian Highway, the Asian Development Bank, 
the Asian Industrial Development Council 
and the Mekong Committee with its spectacular 
achievements, including the Nam Ngum Dam, 
of which Laos has been a fortunate beneficiary. 
All these vast and necessary undertakings 
have, in turn, given birth to other related 
development projects within the member 
States.

I wish to draw attention on this occasion 
to another important event: the admission of 
the People's Republic of China to our or
ganization. We welcome the arrival of this 
great neighbouring friendly country whose 
presence has, in all truth, long been desired 
and awaited. It is a fact now, a very fortunate 
one, and we sincerely rejoice.

In conclusion, I hope that during this 
decade we may witness further successes. I 
also wish the twenty-eighth annual session of 
the Commission every success in the spirit of 
collaboration and reciprocal assistance which 
has always characterized its debates.
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Message from the Right Honourable Mr. Kirti Nidhi Bista, 
Prime Minister of Nepal

"On this historic occasion of com
memorating the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East I take great pleasure in 
conveying to the Honourable Chairman of the 
session and all the distinguished participants, 
as well as the distinguished Executive Se
cretary of the Commission and his staff, 
cordial greetings on behalf of His Majesty's 
Government and myself and our best wishes 
for full success to the Commission's efforts 
for strengthening economic co-operation 
among the Asian countries.

Nepal has always highly appreciated the 
Commission's work, which in the past twenty- 
five years has been dedicated to the advance
ment of the peoples of the Asian region. We 
look forward to the strengthening of the 
Commission's role in regional co-operation. 
Nepal also looks forward to play its constructive 
part in the future efforts of the Commission 
and to contribute, so far as we are able, to the 
great goal of the economic and social advan
cement of all Asian peoples".
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Message from the Right Honourable J.R. Marshall, 
Prime Minister of New Zealand

It is a great pleasure for me to congratulate 
the Economic Commission for Asia and the 
Far East on the occasion of its twenty-fifth 
anniversary. On behalf of the New Zealand 
Government and the New Zealand people 
I wish to say how proud we are to be 
associated with a body which has had such 
a profound impact on the economic and social 
development of the Asian and Pacific region.

My own contacts with ECAFE have been 
very close. I have on a number of occasions 
led the New Zealand delegation to the annual 
sessions of the Commission and, in 1965,I had 
the honour to preside over the twenty-first 
session, held in Wellington. I greatly value my 
association with the Commission and I only 
regret that I am not able to be present on this 
memorable occasion.

In looking back over 25 years of ECAFE 
activities, many outstanding achievements 
can be noted, and many projects of direct 
value to countries in the region have passed 
through the stages of planning and discussion 
to successful implementation. I am not going 
to list these achievements or even single out 
particular ones for special mention.

Instead, I want to highlight the value 
of ECAFE as something more than an economic 
organization. Putting it simply, it has enabled 
us to get to know each other better. Delegations 
have met at numerous sessions, at Commission 
level, Committee level, and expert group level, 
either in Bangkok or in other capitals of the 
member countries. The Commission has 
been welcomed by Heads of State and Heads 
of Government, and there has been growing 
contact among responsible senior Ministers 
and officials from member countries.

In brief, ECAFE has made a major 
contribution to international understanding 
so that in your own work in capitals or at 
ECAFE sessions you can address yourselves 
to problems concerning the economic develop
ment of the region with a sense of actually 
belonging to the region rather than just 
reading about it on pieces of paper.

We can therefore say that ECAFE should 
be proud of its past, should congratulate 
itself on its twenty fifth anniversary and should 
look forward to the challenges of the future 
with confidence.
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Message from His Excellency Mr. Zulfiquar Ali Bhutto, 
President of Pakistan

On the historic occasion of the twenty
fifth anniversary of the Economic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East, I on my own behalf 
and on behalf of the Government and the 
people of Pakistan would like to place on 
record our appreciation of the valuable 
contribution made by the Commission in 
initiating and stimulating the economic and 
social development of Asia and the Far East. 
As a regional commission of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council it was 
established in 1947 in a region whose problems 
were as numerous as its population. Its 
task was considered formidable by some and 
impossible by many. It has taken the ECAFE 
25 years of hard and devoted work to establish 
its unrivalled leadership and expertise in the 
field of economic and social development 
of the region. Step by step the Commission 
has covered in the last quarter of a century a 
vast ground of development research and 

planning, regional and subregional economic 
co-operation, co-ordination of developmental 
activities and the harmonization of national 
planning techniques and strategies. We in 
Pakistan recall with great satisfaction the fact 
that the first landmark in the life of ECAFE is 
the policy declaration at Lahore in 1951 in a 
Session known as Lahore Convention ECAFE 
has since come of age. Its multifold activities 
have enriched the lives of millions of Asians. 
Its policies and programmes have brought them 
a message of hope. However, the task of 
alleviating the sufferings of the Asian common 
man has just begun. Let us hope that Asia 
will be blessed by a long period of peace and 
harmony, without which no development is 
possible or meaningful. I am confident that 
ECAFE will continue to grow from strength to 
strength in the service of Asia and the Far 
East. I wish it Godspeed.
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Message from the Honourable Sirima R.D. Bandaranaike, 
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka

"It gives me great pleasure to join the 
rest of the Asian world in the twenty-fifth 
anniversary celebrations of the Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Far East. The 
celebration of this anniversary marks a quarter 
century of regional co-operation of which 
ECAFE can rightfully be proud. ECAFE is 
unique as the only multilateral organization in 
this region comprising the States within it.

We are aware of the decisive role which 
economic commissions of the United Nations 
have played in promoting social and economic 
development in the world. In Ceylon, ECAFE 
projects have made a notable contribution in 
this regard. ECAFE institutions are dotted 
throughout this region and testify to the 
dynamism with which ECAFE is implementing 
its many-sided programme.

During its 25 years the Commission has 
formulated and implemented many far-reaching 
projects like the Asian Institute for Development 
and Planning, Asian Development Bank and 
the Asian Statistical Institute. Plans have 
been formulated for the establishment of an 
Asian Centre for Development Administration 
and an Asian Clearing House. In the field of 
major development projects, mention should 
be made of the Mekong River Basin project, 
the Typhoon Committee and Joint Prospecting 
for Mineral Resources in the Pacific Area, 
which are engaged in developing the natural 
resources and accelerating economic growth 

of particular areas. No account of the achieve
ments of ECAFE will be complete without a 
tribute to the active and purposeful leadership 
of its Executive Secretary in implementing 
these objectives.

In Ceylon we are planning to celebrate the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the establishment 
of ECAFE in a fitting manner. The Government 
of Ceylon will issue a postage stamp to 
commemorate this event. The work of ECAFE 
in this region will be highlighted through 
our news media. Every Government Ministry 
and Department connected with ECAFE will 
be associated with the Government in this 
programme of celebrations, which will attempt 
to convey the debt which Ceylon in common 
with Asian countries owes to the ECAFE.

While we look back with justifiable pride 
and satisfaction on the achievements of the 
Commission, we become only too aware that 
we must perforce look ahead as well to the 
task before it, which is formidable and as yet 
unfinished. Nevertheless, from the confidence 
that ECAFE's achievements in the past creates, 
I believe we can have faith in its future, and 
it is in this spirit that I wish ECAFE greater 
service and achievements in the years to come 
and express the hope that the countries of this 
region will co-operate in even larger measure to 
overcome our common economic and social 
problems."
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Message from Sir Alec Douglas-Home, Secretary of State 
for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, United Kingdom

On behalf of Her Majesty's Government I 
send my congratulations and best wishes on 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of ECAFE. 
Britain was one of the founding members and 
is proud to have played its part in a quarter of 
a century of the Commission's work and to 
have been able, through the aid programme, 
to provide direct assistance to several of the 
regional projects initiated or sponsored by 
ECAFE. We attach great importance to the 
developmental problems of the region; more 
than two fifths of all our bilateral aid dis
bursements go to countries of Asia and the 
Far East.

I have recently visited several Asian 
countries and have seen something of their 
development progress and continuing needs. 
One thing is clear; much still needs to be 
done to raise the pace of economic develop
ment and improve the living standards of 
people in the region.

Britain recognizes the value of concerted 
action and on the occasion of this twenty
fifth anniversary reaffirms its intention to play 
a full part in the Commission's continuing 
effort to grapple with the economic and social 
problems which face the countries of Asia.
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Message from the Honourable Richard M. Nixon, 
President of the United States of America

"My warmest congratulations go to the 
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far 
East on the occasion of its twenty-fifth 
anniversary. The past achievements of this 
organization in fostering economic and social 
development on the continent of Asia are 

well known. You have my very best wishes 
for continuing success in promoting mutual 
trust and confidence among the Asian family of 
nations. The co-operation fostered by ECAFE 
provides an essential ingredient for building 
a more stable peace in Asia and the world.”
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Message from His Excellency Mr. Willy Brandt, Prime 
Minister, Federal Republic of Germany

(Translated from the German)

On behalf of the Government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany I congratulate 
the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East on the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of its foundation and on its 
successful activities since then. For a long 
time the Federal Government has contributed 
to the ECAFE programmes and co-operated 
both multilaterally and bilaterally in the 
development of the countries members of 
ECAFE. It notes with satisfaction that during 
this quarter of a century considerable progress 
has been achieved in the economic and social 
development of the countries in this region.

The Federal Government wishes ECAFE 
every success in its future work. It will 
continue in the future to co-operate as best 
it can in solving the great tasks still before us of 
raising the standard of living and promoting 
economic and social progress in the region. 
It remains conscious of the fact that such 
progress is of tremendous importance not 
only for this region itself but also for the 
future relationship between the industrialized 
and the developing countries and that it must 
be an essential component of a comprehensive 
policy for peace.

21



Blank page

Page blanche



IV. STATEMENTS BY DELEGATIONS

Only material dealing with the 
commemoration of ECAFE's twenty 
-fifth anniversary, the progress made 
since its inception and pertinent 
reflections has been given in full. 
Courtesies and material dealing 
with the economic situation in 
general, or in a particular country, 
have been omitted.
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Statement delivered by His Excellency Ambassador Abdul 
H. Tabibi, representing Afghanistan

This year is a particularly memorable 
occasion as we are commemorating the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of ECAFE and also 
we are charting our programme for the Third 
UNCTAD and the success of the Second 
Development Decade. We are all aware of 
the great and useful guidance that ECAFE has 
given to the countries of the region during 
the last quarter of a century. We now should 
turn our thoughts to the future and consider 
what ECAFE will be able to do much more in 
the days ahead in the light of its past experience. 
We consider ourselves extremely fortunate in 
having at our disposal such an effective 
organization and most dedicated staff of ECAFE 
to help us solve our problems. Because of 
this, we face the future with a feeling of 
confidence and hope. If we look back to the 
past years of this organization we find that 
with such small resources at its disposal 

ECAFE has proven to be a very useful catalyst 
for economic progress of Asia, and no doubt 
some of its projects, such as Asian Highway, 
Mekong project, Coconut Community and, 
above all, the establishment of Asian Develop
ment Bank and the recent study of a special 
fund for land-locked countries constitute an 
impressive record of achievement indeed. 
We have every hope that the achievement of 
ECAFE during the Second Development 
Decade will be more to the satisfaction of our 
entire region. It is noteworthy that the ECAFE 
already for the present decade has charted 
under the leadership of U Nyun its programme 
of work by adopting Declaration on Asian 
Economic Co-operation during its Fourth 
Asian Council of Ministers last December in 
Kabul, as well as during the Ministerial 
Meeting this year in Bangkok.
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Statement delivered by the Honourable Nigel Bowen, 
representing Australia

(This statement was preceded by the message from the Prime 
Minister of Australia, included in the previous section.)

ECAFE is not one of those international 
agencies which catches the headlines. It 
does not seem to do dramatic things. In 
that, the impression that it gives is sometimes 
false: the Mekong project, for example, must 
surely rank as one of the most dramatic 
undertakings of our time.

But, whether the work of ECAFE has 
been dramatic or not, it has been practical and 

continuing and valuable. Our region would 
have achieved much less progress without it.

The past 25 years' achievement is but 
a beginning. The congratulations, in which 
I think we all can join, have been genuine 
and spontaneous. So also will be our wish 
that the coming years will bring even more 
successes and even more rapid progress for 
the people of our region.
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The Honourable Da wa Tsering, representing Bhutan, introduced 
the message from His Majesty the King of Bhutan included 

in the previous section.
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Monsieur Arthur Conte, representing France, introduced the 
message from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of France 

included in the previous section.
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Statement delivered by His Excellency Mr. R. Bhandhari, 
representing India

(During the course of this statement the message from the 
President of India included in the previous section was delivered.)

The twenty-fifth anniversary of any organi
zation is a historic event. It is a moment of 
reflection. This is particularly so in the case 
of an organization dedicated to the economic 
and social advancement of the people of 
the vast continent of Asia suffering through 
centuries of poverty, disease and ignorance and 
exploited by outsiders.

The Economic Commission for Asia and 
the Far East was established on 28 March 
1947 by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations for the purpose of assisting the 
reconstruction and the development of the 
economies of this region "by devising 
measures essential to sound and rapid 
economic and social growth". It was 
created in response to the desire of the Asian 
countries for a regional machinery to deal with 
the numerous economic problems confronting 
this region and for meeting the Asian aspira
tions for better standards of life. It was 
created as a separate organization in recognition 
of the distinctive identity of the problems 
confronting the Asian region. Asia, although 
the home of some of the world's oldest 
civilizations, has been progressively left behind 
in the march toward economic development 
over the last two centuries or so. The creation 
of ECAFE synchronized with the period when 
the European domination of Asia was drawing 
rapidly to a close, and when the Asian countries 
demanded full recognition of their status and 
dignity as an important part of the family of 
nations.

Since our Commission met for the 
first time in June 1947 in the ancient city of 
Shanghai, the political and the economic 
fortunes of this region have undergone 
far-reaching changes. Distinguished delegates 
will recall that ever since the first Asian 

Relations Conference was held, the movement 
towards the independence of individual nations 
in this region had gathered momentum. 
During this period, the region also underwent 
a process of greater fragmentation and division. 
This region has, thus, had a somewhat 
chequered history during the 25 years of 
the existence of ECAFE. Fortunately, 
the divisive tendencies of the past are 
now yielding place to forces of stability and 
peace. We assemble here, today, with 
greater universality in the representation of 
nations. And it is in this spirit that we heartily 
welcome the admission into the United Nations 
family of the 800 million people of China, 
whose inclusion has been constantly champ
ioned by India for the last 22 years. We 
also heartily welcome the presence among 
us of Bhutan, a country with which India has 
enjoyed close and cordial ties over several 
centuries. My warm welcome also extends to 
the distinguished representatives of Tonga, 
Nauru, and the British Solomon Islands 
Protectorate, who are with us for the first 
time

With the progressive normalization of 
relations in this region, and a movement 
towards greater unity, we should on this 
twenty-fifth anniversary rededicate ourselves 
to further intensifying co-operation among 
Asian countries, which will bring peace and 
prosperity to our peoples.

Mr. Chairman, as we reflect upon the 
activities of ECAFE during the last 25 years, 
there is a legitimate sense of pride in the 
progress made to promote greater co-operation 
among ourselves. It is undeniable, however, 
that, as our distinguished Executive Secretary 
reminded us on the inaugural day, much 
more remains to be done.
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Statement delivered by His Excellency Mr. Adam Malik, 
representing Indonesia

The Commission has been in existence 
for 25 years and, as suggested by the 
President of the General Assembly, it may 
be a good time now to review its achieve
ments, assess its usefulness and chart its 
future. We are now moving into the last 
quarter of this twentieth century. The chal
lenges that we are facing now are not the 
same, because old problems as well as new 
ones have changed in nature and in scope.

There is the ever widening gap between 
the rich and the poor nations of the world, a 
gap now not merely in terms of wealth but in 
knowledge and modern skills as well.

There is the problem of the population 
explosion that threatens to negate all that 
Man has achieved so far. There is a war 
which is still raging in various parts of our 
region. Notwithstanding these unfavourable 
developments, the ECAFE region as a whole 
has gained quite satisfactory progress in 
development. Many factors have accounted 
for this success, but it is in the first place due 
to the hard work and untiring efforts of the 
people of this region to improve their own 
situation with their limited capabilities available.

In this connexion, the part ECAFE has 
played has proved instrumental indeed. One 
of the most significant phenomena this region 
has witnessed is ECAFE's success in improving 
the spirit of regional co-operation among its 
member countries. The so-called "green 
revolution", a manifestation of the application 
of new and improved technologies, is another 
phenomenon. A note issued by the secretariat 
of ECAFE describing the activities and achieve
ments of the Commission since its inception 
is self-explanatory. Suffice it to mention 
some of them such as the Mekong project. 

the Asian Institute, the ADB, the Asian Coconut 
Community and the Pepper Community. 
Although physically ECAFE has not achieved 
enough results yet this does not mean however 
that the Commission has been idling away its 
time, as the few projects within ECAFE's 
capacity to implement have already been 
started and some of them even completed. 
These modest results constitute not only the 
beginning of our movement but also a hopeful 
starting point for greater and more productive 
efforts in furthering the region's economic 
development. They have given the member 
countries more confidence in their own ability 
and hope that even more result may be achieved 
in the future.

In commemorating ECAFE's twenty-fifth 
anniversary, we should keep in mind that 
our organization is now emerging as a 
viable organization, richer in experience and 
becoming sober in its understanding of its 
limitations and of what could be expected 
from it and what should not. The tasks that 
lie ahead are too vital to permit good intentions 
to substitute for accomplishments. To be 
precise, even though at the present level of 
operation ECAFE's capacity to function effi
ciently is already being strained to the utmost, 
we should nevertheless apply high standards 
in judging its performance in the future because 
of the great importance attached to its role in 
regional efforts. To achieve this end, improved 
managerial practices are therefore desirable so 
as to strengthen ECAFE's vitality and ability 
to function more effectively as an instrument 
and regional arm of the United Nations.

These are my delegation's general obser
vations which I have the honour to present to 
the Commission on the occasion of its silver 
jubilee.
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Statement Delivered by His Excellency H. Dr. Mohammad Ali 
Toussi, representing Iran

On the auspicious occasion of the twenty
fifth anniversary of the Economic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East the delegation of 
Iran would like to associate itself very heartily 
with other member countries and join in 
congratulating ECAFE's honourable officers for 
their past sustained effort and constructive 
leadership.

Twenty-five years of remarkable organi
zational achievement of ECAFE embraces 
effective measures in socio-economic develop
ment and reconstruction in the entire region. 
ECAFE as a powerful and instrumental arm of 
the United Nations has been able to achieve 
mutual and regional co-operation despite the 
prevailing difficulties. It is true that ECAFE 
has prominently been successful in developing 
and implementing various economic projects, 
and for that it deserves our profound appre

ciation and sincere support. However, we 
have to point out distinctly that it was through 
ECAFE and other regional organizations and 
institutions that the Asian personality effectively 
received full realization. ECAFE in the face of 
prevailing conditions succeeded in reaching a 
remarkable stage of organizational maturity. 
Therefore it is indeed a profound and unique 
pleasure for the delegation of Iran to extend 
felicitation and best wishes to ECAFE on its 
twenty-fifth anniversary.

We have high hopes that ECAFE in the 
future, as in the past, will decisively exert an 
influential role in the betterment of socio
economic life of the region and create an 
atmosphere in which the boundaries of 
co-operation will be expanded so vastly to 
embrace and match our most fruitful and 
humane imagination.

30



His Excellency Mr. Koh Chiba, representing Japan, introduced 
the message from the Prime Minister of Japan 

included in the previous section
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Statement delivered by His Excellency Mr. Nong Kimny, 
representing the Khmer Republic

(This statement was preceded by the message from the Deputy
Prime Minister of the Khmer Republic included 

in the previous section.)

The present session assumes special 
significance because it comes at a crucial 
time in the 25 year history of the Commission 
which has had throughout its existence to 
ustify its usefulness by deeds and not merely 
by words or promises. It also marks the 
beginning of the Second United Nations 
Development Decade, a decade the importance 
of which will be crucial for all the countries 
of Asia in that, we hope, it will open a new 
era of progress and prosperity.

From the beginning, many countries of 
the region have placed their confidence in 
ECAFE and have seen in it the ideal instrument 
of the United Nations to help and assist the 
developing countries in the path of economic 
growth and social development.

As for ECAFE itself, it has, since its 
inception, undergone profound changes. From 
a small organization whose steps have been 
guided by men of great ability and dedication
like Mr. C.V. Narasimhan and the present 
Executive Secretary Mr. U Nyun-it has grown 
into a major international body for integrated 
development effort within the region and 
sometimes outside the region through world 
co-operation. Narrow and parochial thinking 
has definitely been replaced by a broad, far
sighted and even bold vision of the future.

The achievements made by ECAFE in the 
last 25 years, as they are described by the 
Executive Secretary, Mr. U Nyun, have an
swered our hopes and the mere enumeration, 
of facts permits us to evaluate the enormous 
progress many countries have made during 
the last quarter of a century.

In this connection, I would like to recall 
that, among these achievements, one of the 
most outstanding is the work of the Mekong 
Committee, which has opened new horizons 
to more than 30 million people of the region. 
This work, often carried out in difficult 
conditions, has achieved substantial results 
which have favourably impressed international 
opinion. One has only to recall that even 
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when the political relations between the four 
riparian countries were strained or even 
severed, the Mekong Committee has unfailingly 
and confidently carried on its programme in a 
number of projects such as Nam Pang, 
Nam Pung, Nam Ngum and Prek Thnot dams. 
Now that these difficulties have disappeared 
and given way to friendly co-operation, we 
are confident that the same success will be 
achieved in the future mainstream projects.

ECAFE has proved by deeds that it can be 
a vital force in the development through 
regional and world co-operation, of this part of 
the world.

Apart from the Mekong Committee, 
may I be permitted to mention that it is ECAFE 
which was responsible for the setting up of 
the Asian Development Bank, which, although 
it is only a few years old, has contributed to 
several development projects. We hope that 
ADB's role will continue to grow to meet the 
needs of the economy of the region.

All these achievements by ECAFE, made 
without excessive financial means, could be 
made only through the voluntary co-operation 
of countries of Asia and the Far East, and the 
personal action of successive Executive Secre
taries of our Commission, Mr. Lokanathan, 
Mr. Narasimhan, Mr. U Nyun. Our delegation 
is happy to express its gratitude to these 
great Asians, who have accomplished their 
important mission with steadfastness and 
dedication and with such brilliant success.

The Government of the Khmer Republic 
firmly hopes that ECAFE will enlarge the 
scope of its action in the future. Much 
has been accomplished by ECAFE, yet there is 
still much more to be done. My Government 
intends to participate in all regional and 
subregional projects for the economic and 
social development of countries of Asia, 
convinced as it is that progress and develop
ment through regional co-operation are the 
only means toward stability and peace in our 
part of the world.



ECAFE still faces many problems and 
difficulties. Nevertheless it has achieved 
many of its objectives, the most important of 
which is perhaps the recognition by member 

countries of the role it can play in integrated 
regional development. With these achieve
ments on record, ECAFE is assured of a bright 
future.
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His Excellency Mr. Phagna Houmphanh Saignasith 
representing Laos 

introduced the message from the Prime Minister of Laos 
included in the previous section
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Statement delivered by His Excellency Khir Johari, 
representing Malaysia

I have personally been associated with 
ECAFE since 1955 and it is therefore most 
satisfying to me to be able to attend this history 
ic session myself.

Looking at ECAFE's past record, one can 
say that the organization has made more 
mileage than the renowned Asian Highway, for 
whose conception it is responsible. In the 
process, many laudable milestones have 
emerged as vital elements in the landscape of 
regional development and co-operation. While 
the organization has worked tirelessly to give 
birth to various bodies and projects, it has also 
shown its concern for another kind of birth. 
I refer in this case to its work on the regional 
programme for population and family planning, 
with which I have been personally and actively 
associated in my own country and to a certain 
extent in the region.

What is even more gratifying is that 
ECAFE has not confined its work and studies 
only to matters of direct concern to it but 
has actively participated in various other 
activities associated with regional economic 
development, such as those relating to the 
work of the Ministerial Conference for the 

Economic Development of Southeast Asia, 
ASEAN, the Southeast Asia Programme for 
Regional Transport and Communications and 
others. We all would therefore like to wish the 
organization and its Secretariat even greater 
success in the years ahead. At the same time, 
we would be unrealistic and failing in our 
duty if we did not suggest that it may also be 
most timely for ECAFE to take stock of its work 
and do some soul-searching to see whether it 
could not have done more in certain directions 
and what its action-oriented programmes 
should be in the changing scenes of Asia. 
Just now, for example, we heard from the 
distinguished delegate of the U.S.S.R. some 
of the fields which may need closer examina
tion and study.

In view of its achievements during the 
25 years of its existence I am sure that ECAFE 
can stand up to any criticism, including 
self-criticism, if any. No one can deny that 
ECAFE has brought us all together, in the 
region, irrespective of whatever difference 
we may have, in a commons endeavour to 
solve our common problems for the good 
of our respective peoples and the world at 
large.
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Statement delivered by His Excellency Mr. Dugersurengin 
Erdembileg, representing Mongolia

It gives me great pleasure to pay tribute, 
on behalf of my Government, to the work 
and activities undertaken by the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Asia and 
the Far East in connexion with the twenty
fifth anniversary of its foundation, which is 
being commemorated today and coincide 
with the Commission's twenty-eighth session 
here in this beautiful country of Thailand.

In March 1947 the Commission was 
established under an ECOSOC resolution 
with an eye to promoting economic develop
ment in the countries of the region and 
strengthening economic ties between them as 
well as expanding their economic co-operation 
with other countries of the world. Since then 
great changes have occurred both in the 
region and other parts of the world. The 
geographical scope of the Commission vastly 
expanded and accordingly the number of 
member countries greatly increased. This was 
mainly due to the decolonization process which 
has taken place over the last two decades.

In the years is has existed ECAFE has 
played a significant positive role in developing 
economic co-operation among countries of 
the region and other countries as well. It has 
also taken progressive measures designed to 
susmount the economic backwardness which 
is a product of the colonial past. The Com
mission has begun to implement a number of 
important projects and to set up institutions 
to assist the countries of the region for in 
dealing with their economic and social 
problems.

Although ECAFE encounters certain 
obstacles in its activity for promoting national 
development and progress through economic 
co-operation in the region, the Commission 
has done a lot to achieve its basic objec
tives.

On the other hand, there is also much 

that remains to be done for ECAFE and its 
secretariat. It should be stressed first of all 
that the efficiency of ECAFE's work should be 
increased so as to deal better and effectively 
with the economic and social problems 
facing the countries of the region and to 
carry out its objectives Thus, great efforts 
are needed for our Commission to promote and 
ensure better economic and social condition 
of the peoples in conformity with the United 
Nations Charter.

The Government of the Mongolian Peo
ple's Republic continues to support give strong 
to the Commission. It is a most representative 
intergovernmental body useful in examining 
various common problems of accelerating 
economic and social progress of the developing ng 
countries of the region and in steppingup 
economic co-operation among countries.

The two visits made by the Hono
urable U Nyun, Executive Secretary, to 
our country have made the work and activities 
of ECAFE well known to the Government 
of my country. The Mongolian National 
Commission for co-operation with ECAFE, 
which was set up in 1970, is working to make 
better use of ECAFE activities in the country 
and to make also ECAFE more popular in our 
country.

On the auspicious occasion of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of ECAFE success may 
I extend our sincere congratulations coupled 
with the best wishes for successpul work to 
the Executive Secretary and his secretariat, 
staff, especially to those who are veterans 
of the secretariat. More than a decade in 
his capacity as Executive Secretary, our good 
friend, U Nyun, has done a lot and dedicated 
his zeal and energy to the spirit of the United 
Nationsand to bring the nations of the region 
close together for solving their problems 
by common efforts and through co-operation 
in understanding and friendship.
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Mr. Ram Chandra Malhotra, representing Nepal, introduced 
the message from the Prime Minister of Nepal included 

in the previous section.
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Statement delivered by His Excellency Mr. Richard H. Fein, 
representing the Netherlands

On behalf of my Government I wish to 
extend to the members of our Commission 
and to His Excellency, U Nyun, and his staff, 
our warmest congratulations on this occasion.

As a token of our support for ECAFE and 
to mark this special occasion the Netherlands 
Government agreed to assist the secretariat 
in the publication of the Brochure "ECAFE: 
Twenty-five Years", which has been distributed 
to the distinguished participants in this session 
of our Commission.

Sir, on this occasion, the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of our Commission, I should like 
to say, first of all, a few words about my 
own country, the Netherlands. This may clarify 
our role in the Economic Commission for Asia 
and the Far East, how we evaluate its 
past performance, and how we envisage its 
future role.

The Dutch are by nature and of 
necessity bridge - builders. Our country 
happens to be, by nature, nothing more than 
a delta, crossed by many rivers and rivulets, 
large and small. By building bridges, of 
necessity, we united all parts of the delta into 
one nation.

But the location of our country, at the 
cross-roads of Europe, afforded us another 
opportunity to build bridges; bridges for the 
international trade and traffic of our continent, 
Europe. Then our trade relations brought us 
further afield, and through the centuries we 
built bridges to the four other continents.

Now in these modern times we have 
found in our Commission a solid bridge - head 
for spanning the distance between two 
continents which run the risk of growing 
apart and becoming too self-centered. While 
regional economic integration is undoubtedly 
a short cut to progress - and we are second to 
none in championing this cause, both in 
Europe and in Asia - one should not ignore the 

inherent dangers of polarization. Regional 
groupings should remain outward looking.

We have found in ECAFE a com
panion in the art of bridge - building. Over 
the past 25 years our Commission's 
main function has been to bridge the 
distance between peoples and nations in 
an ever expanding region; but also to unite 
the common efforts of four continents; to 
span the gap between poor and rich; to ford 
the tides of rapidly changing concepts of 
world order; to shorten the timespan between 
past and future.

The bridges we have built together over 
the past 25 years, stand as milestones 
on the road we have travelled. They are the 
institutes, the councils, the centres and the 
communities which we have already esta
blished for the benefit of the nations of this 
region.

We see the future of our Commission as 
building further new bridges toward national 
progress through regional co-operation; 
toward social justice and peace. The United 
Nations has forged an entirely new approach 
to economic and social development, a 
comprehensive set of principles, rights and 
obligations, commonly known as the Develop
ment Strategy. It is within the framework of 
this Strategy that ECAFE will have to play a 
vital role in the future. Our Commission has 
already proved in past years to be a solid 
bridge-head in this world-wide effort onward a 
better future for mankind. We are convinced 
that its future role is to remain in the vanguard 
of this effort in Asia.

We in the Netherlands stand ready to 
do our share. Bridge-builders by nature, we 
are willing to help our Commission in laying 
sound foundations to span the distance 
between Europe and Asia and, most of all, to 
help to unite the common efforts of the 
nations of Asia and the Pacific.
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Mr. G.D.L. White, representing New Zealand, introduced the 
message from the Prime Minister of New Zealand included in 

the previous section.
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Statement delivered His Excellency Mr. Mahmud Ali, 
representing Pakistan

(This statement was followed by the message from the 
President of Pakistan included in the previous section.)

My delegation has great pleasure in 
associating itself with the sentiments expressed 
by many distinguished delegations in com
memorating the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
ECAFE. The contribution made by ECAFE 
has not only been substantial but also signi
ficant. We owe to the catalytic influence of 
this organization so much of awareness of our 

economic and social problems and the deter
mination to find early and appropriate solutions 
to the same. The contribution of ECAFE 
therefore is recognized and appreciated by the 
Government and the People of Pakistan. 
Pakistan has already made the necessary 
arrangements to celebrate this occasion 
throughout the country in a befitting manner.
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Statement delivered by the Honourable Apolinario Orosa, Jn.,
representing the Philippines

The Philippines happily joins the other 
countries of the region in greeting ECAFE on 
its historic twenty-fifth anniversary commemo
ration.

Based in a region with a teeming popula
tion ; composed of countries within and outside 
the geographical scope of Asia and the Far 
East; constituted by peoples with varied 
cultures and civilizations, races and religions; 
and endowed by Nature with contrasting 
climates bordering on extremes, the work of 
ECAFE in its formative years has, indeed, 
been very trying. However, in spite of 
all odds, within the short period of 25 
years, ECAFE can point with pride to its 
achievements. Now, there is the Lower 
Mekong River project, which is aimedat 
developing into a productive area the Mekong 
delta bordering Laos, Cambodia, Thailand and 
South Viet-Nam. There is the Asian Highway, 
which aims to link by land transportation all 
the countries of continental Asia. There is the 
Asian Institute for Economic Development and 
Planning, which trains the junior economists of 
the region to be the economic planners of 
their respective countries. There is the 
Asian International Trade Fair already held 
twice-first in Bangkok in 1966 and the second 

time in Teheran in 1969 - to promote trade 
among and outside of the ECAFE countries, 
with the next fair to be held at New Delhi late 
this year. There is the Asian Coconut Com
munity, to promote the production and 
marketing of coconut and coconut by-products. 
There is the Asian Statistical Institute, to 
train the statisticians of the region so that 
reliable statistics can be provided for sound 
economic planning. But, above all, there is 
the Asian Development Bank, to provide 
much-needed capital for viable projects of the 
developing countries of the region. And now, 
on the brink of realization are such worthy 
projects as the Asian Payments Union, the 
Asian Center for Administration, the Asian 
Handicraft Center and the Asian Mineral 
Resources Study Center.

In spite of these accomplishments, ECAFE 
is still far from its work goals. Much still 
remains to be done. Considering however the 
formidable record of achievement thus far, I 
have no doubt that given our collective will 
and efforts we shall attain our noble economic 
and social goals within the framework of our 
slogan "National Progress through Regional 
Co-operation".
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Statement delivered by His Excellency Mr. Yun Young Lim, 
representing the Republic of Korea

It is with a sincere feelling of felicitations 
that we mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
ECAFE. On behalf of the Government and 
people of Korea, I wish to express my most 
sincere compliments and best wishes to 
ECAFE on its happy silver jubilee.

In the quarter-century since its establish
ment, ECAFE has trod a long road and 
recorded encouraging accomplishments des
pite the vastness and diversity of the region 
and its problems.

It is gratifying indeed to note that through 
the years ECAFE has been instrumental in 
identifying common interests of the region and 
drawing members together to reach for the 
common goals collectively.

Equally important has been the driving 
force of ECAFE in promoting among members 
a better knowledge and understanding of one 
another, thus creating over the years an 
ECAFE spirit of mutual help and willingness to 
work together.

As ECAFE moved into the 1970 s, 
important policy decisions were pronounced in 
such historical declarations as the ECAFE 
Declaration of the twenty-sixth session, the 
Tokyo Declaration of September 1970 and 
the Kabul Declaration of December 1970.

In pursuance of these and other re
solutions of the Commission, a number of 
essential projects are taking tangible form 
across the region. ECAFE programmes have 
now become so promising and sound that 
they are enjoying increasing assistance and 
co-operation from other United Nations bodies 
as well as international agencies and organiza
tions. ECAFE has certainly made giant steps 
forward for "Progress through Co-operation.”

Looking ahead, however, we cannot 
afford to be complacent. A large number of 
developing ECAFE countries are still struggling 
with low income level, deteriorating terms 
of trade and increasing foreign indebtedness.

The timely elaboration of the "Strategy 
for the integrated development of regional 
co-operation" is, therefore, greatly needed for 
the acceleration of economic and social 
advancement and for the peace and stability 
of the region.

The Korean delegation is confident that 
ECAFE will successfully carry out its mandate 
and responsibilities as envisaged in the 
International Development Strategy for the 
Second United Nations Development Decade. 
We believe that in five years time, when we 
shall mark the thirtieth anniversary of ECAFE, 
we shall look back over the past years with 
renewed confidence and pride.
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Statement delivered by His Excellency Mr. Le Tuan Anh, 
representing the Republic of Viet-Nam

On this historic occasion of the com
memoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the economic commission for Asia and the 
Far East, I wish to convey to the members 
and associate members of the Commission, 
and the secretariat, my government's warmest 
congratulations for the many achievements 
the Commission has realized in the quarter 
century of its activities.

The work of the Commission has proved 
to be most valuable for the economic and 
social development of the region. Through 
its various institutions and agencies, the 
Commission has made innumerable direct as 
well as indirect contributions to help its 
member countries in such widely deversified 
fields as technical assistance, expert advices. 

training and financial support. Most important 
of all, the Commission has provided an open 
forum where nations of different cultural, 
political and economic background can come 
together to share their views and to try to 
seek solutions to their common problems. 
This exchange of views has been of vital 
importance in enhancing mutual understand
ing, promoting regional co-operation and, 
thus, creating favourable conditions for 
international stability.

On behalf of the Government of the 
Republic of Viet-Nam and on my own behalf I 
sincerely wish the Commission every success 
in this noble contribution to the advancement 
of mankind.
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Statement delivered by His Excellency Mr. Jek Yuen Thong, 
representing Singapore

On behalf of the Government of the 
Republic of Singapore, I wish to join with 
other speakers in congratulating the Commis
sion on the occasion of its twenty-fifth 
anniversary and to express my deep appre
ciation for the valuable assistance, guidance 
and advice which it has rendered to countries 
in the region in the past 25 years.

Being the only organization established 
specifically for the promotion of unity and 
co-operation among countries in this region, 
ECAFE has a unique role to play in regional and 
subregional co-operation in Asia. In a region 
where there are a great variety of national 
cultures, languages, administrative structures 
and political philosophies, the task which 
ECAFE is faced with is indeed formidable. 
Notwithstanding this, it has contributed 
significantly to the co-operation of member 
countries in their economic and social develop
ment and in their concerted effort to build a 
better world. This is evidenced by the 
numerous regional projects, such as the Asian 
Development Bank, the Asian Highway, the 
Asian Institute for Economic Development and 
Planning, the Asian Industrial Development 
Council and the Asian Population Programme, 
which the commission has successfully imple

mented since its inception in 1947. It has 
established itself as a valuable means not only 
of promoting regional co-operation, but also 
of bringing together the developed and deve
loping countries in the common task of promo
ting economic and social progress.

However, this is perhaps not only an 
occasion for congratulation and gratification 
but also an occasion to express the hope that 
ECAFE will not falter in continuing its efforts 
to fulfil the basic objective of raising the 
standard of living of the millions of people in 
this part of the world. Much still has to be 
done to overcome the problems of unemploy
ment, population explosion and unequal 
distribution of income among, others, which 
continue to dominate the greater part of the 
region. The tasks expected of ECAFE in the 
years ahead are formidable and we hope 
that it will achieve greater successes in its 
endeavours to deal with the immense problems 
of economic and social developments con
fronting the countries of the region in the 
years to come. It is also our sincere wish 
that ECAFE will continue to be instrumental 
in bringing about closer co-operation among 
countries of the region.

44



Statement delivered by the Honourable T.B. Subasingha, 
representing Sri Lanka

(This statement was followed by the message from the Prime Minister 
of Sri Lanka included in the previous section)

We in Ceylon have been impressed with 
the significant performance and achievements 
of the Commission during the quarter century 
of its existence. As we watch the work of the 
Commission at this session, we shall no 
doubt be further convinced of the importance 
of the role it has played in the past and of 
the role it should and can play in the 

future for the improvement of the economic 
and social conditions of the countries of the 
region. My Government has always recogni
sed this The message of felicitation and 
good wishes to the Commission which my 
Prime Minister has sent through me is 
symbolic of our recognition and appreciation 
of the Commission's role.
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Statement delivered by Dr. Upadit Pachariyangkun, 
representing Thailand

On this auspicious occasion of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Far East, the 
Thai Delegation wishes to extend its best 
wishes for the continued success of this 
important organization which has the noble 
task of being instrumental in the efforts of 
uplifting the economic and social welfare of 
the people in our region. Thailand is gratified 
to participate in many meaningful regional 
co-operative endeavours of this organization in 
economic and social fields and we are particu
larly proud to be host to ECAFE's permanent 
headquarters. We share in the hopes and 
aspirations that through action-oriented pro
grammes of regional and international econo
mic and social co-operation, the economic 
development of our region will be able to 
help raise the living standard of our peoples, 
thus leading to the elimination of the dis
parities between the rich and the poor.

It is gratifying to note that during the 
past twenty-five years since its inception in 
March 1947 ECAFE has steadily progressed. 
The scope of its activities has expanded and 
its portfolio increasingly diversified. The 
Commission today stands at a new threshold, 
at a time of the Second United Nations

Development Decade, where it cannot afford 
to look back on its past achievements but 
must seize the opportunity to set its goals 
and its vision to what remains to be done and 
to take firm steps towards the achievement of 
these targets.

In Thailand, it is traditionally believed 
that the age of twenty-five years marks the 
beginning of maturity. On the attainment of 
his twenty-fifth year, the person becomes a 
full mature man and it is expected of him to do 
only reasonable and meaningful deeds. Where 
in the past, digression of purpose and in
consistencies of performance are understand
able and indeed expected, after his twenty
fifth birthday, those things can no longer be 
condoned. With already twenty-five years in 
existence, ECAFE has now attained its maturity 
and has reason to be proud of this day. As 
there is still much more to be done, we would 
express our hope that with this kind of 
maturity, ECAFE will be able to live up to our 
expectations, especially in the field of enhan
cing the well-being of our people. We in 
Thailand are fully prepared in our own modest 
way to do our part in co-operating with the 
Commission to achieve those noble goals.
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Statement delivered by His Excellency 
Mr. A.A. Rozanor, representing the USSR

(Translated from the Russian)

The twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far 
East is a significant event for many reasons.

The early years of the Commission's 
existence were years of intensive national 
liberation struggle by the developing countries 
of Asia and the Far East against colonialism 
and its legacies, years of enormous effort by 
the Governments of those countries and the 
international agencies of the United Nations 
to find ways of surmounting their economic 
backwardness and strengthening their political 
and economic independence.

In 1947, the membership of the Commis
sion included only four young sovereign Asian 
States. Today its membership includes 24 
sovereign Asian States, together with five 
colonies and dependent territories as associate 
members which have not yet achieved in
dependence, despite the decisions of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations. This 
very growth in the membership of ECAFE is a 
reflection of the achievements of Asian 
countries, supported by the progressive forces 
of the whole world, in their struggle for 
political independence against colonialism 
and imperialism.

The attainment of political independence 
by these developing countries opened up for 
their peoples new paths to development and 
new perspectives, and added to the Com
mission's aims that of assisting those countries 
in the development of their national economies 
and in bettering the economic and social 
conditions of the population of Asia.

In reviewing ECAFE's twenty-five years 
of activity it cannot be over-emphasized that 
the Commission has played a decisive role in 
performing those tasks. In this connexion the 
Soviet Union delegation would like to draw 
particular attention to the role of the Commis
sion as a forum through which young Asian 
States could participate in international 
activities in the interests of solving their 
problems and be brought into actual contact 
with individual countries having experience 
of development. This led the developing 
countries of Asia to choose their path to 

development through national industry, the 
introduction of economic planning, greater use 
of the state sector and sovereignty over their 
own natural resources, the implementation 
of a series of progressive reforms in the 
economy and the conduct of broad economic, 
statistical and other research of practical 
significance.

During the past quarter of a century 
ECAFE has undoubtedly gained a special 
place in international relations and now 
constitutes the most impressive international 
organization in Asia and one whose opinions 
are respected throughout the world.

The efforts of the countries of the region 
and of the Commission to accelerate economic 
and social progress, to develop national 
industry, to strengthen the public sector and 
economic planning, to institute democratic 
reforms in the interests of the working popu
lation and to strengthen the economic indepen
dence of the countries of the region have 
always received active support and assistance 
from the Soviet Union. We note with satis
faction that progressive concepts about the 
basic path to development, planning and the 
role of the state sector are not only finding new 
adherents every day but are being applied in 
practice in the economic development of 
many Asian countries and in the work of the 
Commission. ECAFE is one of the oldest of 
the regional commissions of the United 
Nations; its experience and opportunities 
have grown significantly and this, in our view, 
significantly improves its future prospects. 
The scope of its activities covers countries 
with a population of about 2,000 million 
people, most of whom, in spite of what has 
been achieved, face acute economic and 
social problems requiring urgent solution.

In speaking of the results of the work of 
the Commission for the last twenty-five years 
and recording its successes, the USSR dele
gation thinks it essential to submit certain 
observations on the real factors which have 
impeded the efforts of the Commission and 
on steps which must might be taken to increase 
the effectiveness of its activities in future.
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The representatives of the USSR at 
ECAFE's sessions have repeatedly pointed 
out that the international situation and the 
political climate, in the world as a whole 
and within the ECAFE region, exercise a 
marked influence of the state of economic 
and trade relations among countries and on 
their economic and social development.

Neither is it possible to speak of broader 
economic co-operation and the growth of 
interregional trade in Asia if some socialist 
countries within the geographical scope of 
ECAFE activities are still deprived of their legal 
right to be full members of the Commission 
and participate in its work. The USSR 
delegation hopes that the restoration of the 
rights of the People's Republic of China in the 
United Nations and ECAFE will serve as a good 
example for the elimination of a discriminatory 
attitude towards the membership of other 
socialist countries of Asia. The improvement 
of the political situation in the region and 
observance of the principle of universality 
of membership in ECAFE would create more 
favourable conditions for all ECAFE's activities 
and raise its prestige.

The effectiveness of ECAFE's activities 
would also be enhanced by the adoption 
of a more concrete and purposeful approach 
to the economic development problems of the 
countries of the region, taking into account 
the particular circumstances and conditions 
of the individual countries. The capacity of 
the social and economic organs of the United 
Nations, including ECAFE, is not unlimited and 
therefore the question of determining the 
main directions of the work and establishing 
priorities for the tackling of the various tasks 
is most important. On this basis and taking 
into account the experience accumulated in 
ECAFE and the other regional commissions 
since the introduction of the new system of 
providing technical assistance within the 
United Nations Development Programme, it 
would be advisable to prepare a long-term 
programme for the activities of the Commission 
during the 1970s, emphasizing in it certain 
major goals and problems on which ECAFE 
should in future concentrate. This long-term 
programme should be prepared in consultation 
with the Governments of the member States 
of the Commission and the United Nations 
agencies and organizations concerned, and 
should be closely linked with the national 
development plans of the Asian countries and 
be implemented within the framework of 
UNDP at national and regional level.

In the view of the Soviet Union delegation. 

one of the major orientations in the work of 
ECAFE should be assistance to the developing 
countries of Asia and the Far East in the 
development of national industry. Obviously 
in the choice of the branch and scale of 
industry and the type of specialization, the 
specific conditionsand capabilities of individual 
countries must taken into account. In so 
far as the establishment of large modern 
industrial enterprises may not be within the 
capacity of many Asian countries, encourage
ment should be given to the development of 
regional co-operation and inter-country co
operation in industrial development, to joint 
construction and operation of their industries, 
hydraulic installations and so on. There 
should be intensified co-operation in this 
field between the Commission and other 
organizations of the United Nations system, in 
particular UNIDO, and more resources should 
be assigned by UNDP for the industrial 
development needs of the countries of Asia 
and the Far East.

Another important trend in the activities 
of the Commission which has a close bearing 
on the task of promoting the industrialization 
of the countries of the region is the encourage
ment of public forms of ownership and the 
public sector in the economies of the countries 
of the ECAFE region. Many States in Asia and 
the Far East have accumulated a considerable 
amount of useful experience in instituting and 
developing state economic management. The 
important function of the Commission in this 
connexion is to make this experience available 
to others by undertaking studies and reports 
which will contribute to the evolution of more 
effective methods of economic organization 
and accelerate development. One must not 
lose sight of the fact that it is to state support 
and help that private industry must look to 
defend itself from foreign competition and 
powerful foreign companies.

It is essential to increase the number of 
seminars and other inter-industry meetings 
devoted to familiarizing the countries of the 
region with forms and methods of state 
planning and financing of economic develop
ment and to the exchange of experience in 
the introduction of new techniques and 
technology.

The need for land reform in the countries 
of Asia and the Far East is not a new issue, 
but progress in this sphere is still unsatisfactory. 
The solution to the problem of meeting the 
food needs of the region lies in general 
agricultural improvement, which in turn de
mands higher agricultural productivity, based
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on social and economic change and radical 
reforms in outmoded systems of land, including 
the transfer of land to those who work it. 
To this end it may be expedient to organize 
within the framework of the Commission and 
with the co-operation of FAO a special 
regional conference which would deliberate a 
whole range of questions in relation to the 
introduction of land reform and the encourage
ment of various forms of agricultural co
operation in the countries of the region.

The developing countries are firmly 
convinced that the most important and 
desirable source of finance for their economic 
development is the export revenues from the 
marketing of their goods throughout the 
world. For that reason the development of the 
trade of the countries of the region must be 
among the fundamental aims of the Com
mission's activities. To that end greater 
attention should be paid to the development 
of interregional trade, since many national 
needs could be met by reciprocal commodity 
exchanges, a process which would go far to 
solve the liquidity problem. One cause of 
the current acute need for interregional trade 
is the monetary crisis in the capitalist system, 
which has led to increased protectionism 
among the developed capitalist countries and 
their closed economic groupings.

Finally, social problems, which cannot 
be divorced from the general progress of 
economic development, are becoming in
creasingly acute. In fact, economic develop
ment itself should be directed to satisfying more 
completely social and human needs in the 
fields of public health, education, housing and 
general standards of living. Although in the 
past definite progress has been made in 
education and public health in the ECAFE 
countries, in such an important field as the 

distribution of income among the population 
the situation has hardly changed, and in a 
number of countries in Asia and the Far East 
the disparity in the levels of income of different 
sections of the population has even increased. 
In this connexion, it is the justification is 
advanced that the Commission paid greater 
attention to granting assistance to the countries 
of the region for the implementation of tax 
reforms and other measures intended to 
redistribute income for the benefit of the 
lowest of the population.

The problem of employment is becoming 
increasingly acute in the developing countries, 
including the Asian countries, and the Com
mission should make every effort to ensure 
that measures to accelerate economic develop
ment make provision for the need to check 
rising employment and improve the situation 
of persons who cannot find work.

Another pressing problem is that of the 
training of national technical and administra
tive personnel, and the Commission should 
give the countries of the region practical help 
in organizing such training within the ECAFE 
countries themselves.

The Soviet Union, for its part, will further 
strengthen and extend its help and co-operation 
with the peoples of new independent States 
and will help them in every way to achieve 
successful solutions to the social, economic 
and cultural development problems facing 
them. The Soviet Union, as one of the largest 
countries of Asia, is also prepared to extend 
assistance to all useful activities the Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Far East under
takes for the countries of the region with a 
view to accelerating their economic and 
social progress.
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Statement delivered by Mr. R.H. Belcher. representing 
the United Kingdom

(This statement was prefaced by the message from the Secretary of 
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, United Kingdom, given 

in the previous section.)

Since we marked the twentieth anniver- 
sery in 1967 in Tokyo, ECAFE has made 
further substantial progress. It has extended 
its geographical scope by the admission to 
membership or associate membership of six 
new member states, most recently Bhutan, 
whose representatives we warmly welcome 
today. It has intensified its activities over 
recent years in many fields of economic and 
social development, and is, I believe, now 
wholly responsive to the priorities set by its 
regional members. It is wholly right that 
this should be so.

Parallel with this process in ECAFE 
itself, many projects for regional co-operation 
which the Commission initiated and which have 
taken on a seperate existence, have grown in 
stature - I think particularly of the Asian 
Development Bank and the Mekong Com
mittee while others like the Asian Highway 
and the Trans-Asian Railway Network 
have made notable progress towards their 
objectives.

At a time when we are looking back and 
surveying our achievements, we cannot fail 
to recognise—as Sir Alec Home said in his 
message—that the challenges that lie shead are 
as formidable as those we have surmounted. 
The role ECAFE plays in this continuing and 
overexpanding development process, and the 
measure of success it may achieve, will be a 
reflection of the degree to which the members, 
particularly the regional members, are 
prepared to use the machinery which the 
Commission offers, above all for the promo
tion of regional economic co-operation. So 
far as my own Government is concerned, we 
are ready, as we have been over the past 
quarter of a century, to assist wherever our 
resoures and abilities allow, those activities 
and projects which hold the promise of 
practical co-operation within the region.

In expressing our hopes and confidence 
for ECAFE in the years ahead, we reaffirm our 
belief in the future progress and prosperity of 
the countries and peoples of Asia.
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Statement delivered by the Honourable Bernard 
Zagorin representing the United States

(This statement was prefaced by the message from the President of 
the United States given in the previous section)

ECAFE can indeed take pride in its 
accomplishments during these twenty-five 
years. To use the words of the Secretary 
General of the United Nations, it has a" past 
history of fruitful achievement." This has been 
a troubled time and the region has been beset 
by conflicts between neighbours, by social 
disorders, natural disasters and widespread 
poverty, all of which presented constant 
challenge to ECAFE. Yet throughout this 
period ECAFE has persevered in forging 
a strong sense of partnership and community 
of interest among the nations in this region, 
and with countries outside the region con
cerned with its well-being. With this firm 
foundation of community of purpose, shared 
concern and co-operative action generated by 
ECAFE, we have the assurance that its accom
plishments in the next quarter of a century 
will be even greater.

It would take a very long time to enumerate 
all of the accomplishments of ECAFE in this 
twenty-five year period. May I touch on only 
three which I believe are representative of its 
innovative and constructive endeavours, each 
in its own way very different but outstanding 
in accomplishment.

A great contribution has been made by 
ECAFE in the establishment and continuing 
important work of the Mekong Committee. 
Quoting from the statement of the Secretary 
General, as read to us this morning by Mr. 
Narasimhan, in Mekong ECAFE "blazed a 
trail." Despite all kinds of difficulties, the 
strenuous efforts of ECAFE and the Mekong 
Committee have carried on steadfastly, eliciting 
the support of many countries who through 
their very action of support of Mekong projects 
showed their faith in peaceful pursuits and 
economic development despite temporary 
afflictions of military and political interferences 
with the development process. It may well be 
that the Mekong Committee will be judged 

for its major contribution in a political sense 
as well as for its support of development in the 
region.

Another area of activity in which ECAFE 
has achieved prominence has been in the field 
of concern about population. With its fine 
work in this field ECAFE has been a real 
pathfinder—in the region and in the world. 
The Asian countries have long led the way 
within the UN family of nations in their 
attention to the problem of responding to 
rapid population growth. The first Asian 
population conference, an ECAFE initiative 
under Executive Secretary U Nyun's leadership, 
first alerted many other UN members to the 
immense economic and social burden which 
unchecked population growth laid on nations 
and peoples striving to accelerate their econo
mic and social progress.

Finally, may I cite the Asian Development 
Bank as another landmark in achievement by 
ECAFE. ECAFE has been a most productive 
institution builder. The Asian Development 
Bank after just over five years of existence is a 
well established, durable institution serving the 
cause of development in this region in a most 
effective manner. I will leave to the represen
tative of the Bank to report on its activities and 
to cite its achievements. In this context | 
wish, as an alumnus of the Bank, to 
pay handsome tribute to ECAFE as its 
progenitor.

Deeds are the product of those who 
accomplish them. We have today on the 
platform a past and the incumbent Executive 
Secretary whose imaginative leadership and 
tireless devotion to the cause of regional 
co-operation have been a major reason for the 
success of ECAFE during its past twenty-five 
years. My Government will continue to 
give full support to ECAFE's noble 
endeavours.
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Statement by His Excellency Mr. Amoa Tausilia, 
Minister of Justice, Western Samoa

The Government of Western Samoa 
congratulates ECAFE on its twenty-fifth 
anniversary and further commends the dis
tinguished Executive Secretary, U Nyun, and 
his staff in their endeavours to search for and 
encourage a genuine and regional approach to 
the impressive number and range of projects 
so far undertaken by the Commission. The 
tremendous interest and appreciation in the 
work of the Commission need not be elaborated 
- this being amply evidenced by the much- 
expanded membership since its inception and 
also by the variety of projects in existence.

Western Samoa has been most fortunate 
in being a member of ECAFE. Through the 
ready co-operation of this organization, we 

have received a great deal of assistance in 
many fields including finance for our develop
ment projects, training in economic planning 
and statistics, and participation in many 
seminars sponsored by ECAFE. I am delighted 
that the same privileges will now extend to 
our newly admitted Pacific neighbours, namely, 
Tonga, Nauru and the British Solomon 
Islands Protectorate. We do, of course, hope 
that more of our island neighbours will be 
given an opportunity to join and enjoy 
the benefits of "Progress through Co-opera
tion".

On behalf of my Government I wish 
ECAFE every success in its present and 
future activities.
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Statement delivered by the Honourable Mariano Kelesi, 
representing the British Solomon Islands

It is with great pleasure that I add my 
congratulations to ECAFE on the occasion of 
the Commission's the twenty-fifth anniversary. 
My country, the British Solomon Islands, 
has been associated with ECAFE since 
only last year. It is indeed encouraging to 
us to see the way in which ECAFE has 
extended its boundaries to include some of 
the island territories of the Pacific and it is 
with pleasure that I look around today and see 
fellow islanders from Papua New Guinea, 
Tonga and Western Samoa. Already we have 
learnt of and experienced the benefits which 
follow from associate membership. Each mail 
brings to the Protectorate details of courses, 
seminars, training opportunities and advisers, 
all sponsored by the Commission. We are a 
small and comparatively unsophisticated coun
try and it is not necessarily easy for us to take 
full benefit of all that is offered. We cannot 
always find people of the right educational 
background to benefit from courses of training.

The experts whose services are offered are 
sometimes concerned with problems which, 
at our present levels of economic and social 
development, do not yet affect us, though no 
doubt they will in the future.

But please do not think that we cannot 
take full advantage of our membership. We 
can and we shall do so increasingly as our 
country develops. Already in the few months 
of our membership we have sent two of our 
civil servants to seminars here in Bangkok and 
we have received, or shall shortly receive 
expert advice in the fields of radio-communica
tions, port planning marine training and 
national accounting. We shall certainly call 
upon ECAFE much more in the future to provide 
us with various forms of assistance and I am 
sure we shall benefit from our membership as 
much if not more in the next twenty-five years 
as the older members have benefitted in the first 
quarter century of the Commission's existence.
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Statement delivered by Dr. the Honourable S.Y. Chung, 
OBE, J.P., representing Hong Kong

It is indeed a great pleasure for myself 
personally and for my delegation to be here 
on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of ECAFE. We join in congratulating the 
Commission and its secretariat on the celebra
tion of this happy event, and in saluting the 
achievements which have been made both 
in strengthening regional co-operation and in 

undertaking numerous individual projects and 
programmes designed to speed up economic 
development particularly in the developing 
countries of the region. It is with pride, Mr. 
Chairman that I draw attention to the fact 
that Hong Kong, as an Associate Member, 
has participated in the work and achievements 
of the organization since its early days in 1947.
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Statement delivered by Mr. C. Toua Kapena,
representing Papua New Guinea

My delegation represents one of the 
newer associate members of ECAFE. We 
have been in the organization for less than 
two years but we have already seen and heard 
sufficient to know what a great part ECAFE has 
played in the development of the region for 
the last quarter century. Papua New Guinea 
is proud of its association with ECAFE and 

looks forward with confidence to the next 
quarter century of co-operative effort. I 
sincerely congratulate ECAFE on its Silver 
Anniversary on behalf of the Government and 
people of Papua New Guinea. We will make 
sure that the importance of the occasion to all 
the countries of the region is fully brought 
home to the people of Papua New Guinea.
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His Exellency Dr. Peter Hermes, 
representing the Federal Republic of Germany, 

introduced the message from the Prime Minister of Federal 
Republic included in the previous section
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V. MESSAGES FROM AND ADDRESSES DELIVERED 
BY UNITED NATIONS OFFICIALS AND BY 
REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS BODIES 
AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Only material dealing with the com
memoration of ECAFE's twenty
fifth anniversary, the progress 
made since its inception and per
tinent reflections has been given 
in full. Courtesies and material 
dealing with the economic situa
tion in general, or in a particular 
country, have been omitted.
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Message from Mr. C.V. Narasimhan, Under-Secretary 
for General Assembly Affairs and Chef de Cabinet 

of the United Nations

I was very happy to represent the Secre
tary-General on the occasion of the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of ECAFE. I still recall vividly my 
joining this great Organization as its Executive 
Secretary on 1 September 1956. The years 
that I served the Commission were brief but 
full of important decisions. I may recall that 
it was during this period that the most im
portant phase of our work on the Mekong 
began. Thanks to the co-operation of the 
four member countries concerned and the 
generosity of our other members, this pro
gramme has gathered great momentum during 
the last fifteen years.

It was also during the same period that 
the decision to start work on the Asian Highway 
programme was also taken. Here again, 
considerable progress has been made in the 
interval.

I am also grateful for the opportunity that 
has been given to me to keep in close touch 
with the work of ECAFE and its secretariat 
in various fields and especially in the support 
extended to its various regional projects.

I shall continue to treasure my association 
with the Commission.
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Message from Dr. P.S. Lokanathan, Former 
Executive Secretary of ECAFE

ECAFE has achieved substantial progress 
in the field of regional co-operation in the fields 
of trade and industry. Thanks to the dedicated 
work and co-operation of the countries of the 
region, poverty in Asia has been diminished 
and if more has not been achieved it is due 
to circumstances prevalent in the countries 
of the region. You can take some satisfaction 

from the knowledge that you contributed to a 
large extent in consolidating the factors that 
enabled this co-operation to be achieved

I am sorry that on account of my physical 
condition, I am not in a position to accept your 
invitation to participate. I wish the function 
every success.
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Message from Mr. Janez Stanovnik, Executive Secretary 
of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

On the occasion of the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East I wish to convey to you 
on behalf of the secretariat of the Economic 
Commission for Europe and in my own name 
our highest appreciation of the fruitful work 
accomplished by ECAFE and our best wishes 
for continued success in the future. I am happy 

on this occasion to stress the value which the 
ECE secretariat places on the close and most 
useful co-operation which has developed 
between the two secretariats over the past 
twenty-five years and I wish to assure you 
that on our part we shall do everything 
in our power to pursue and expand this 
co-operation also in the future.
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Message from Mr. Carlos Quintana, Executive Secretary 
of the United Nations Economic Commission 

for Latin America

I deeply regret that I am unable to be 
present personally at the twenty-eighth session 
of the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Asia and the Far East, especially when 
ECAFE is celebrating its twenty-fifth 
anniversary.

I send you my very best wishes for 
this session, which I am sure will be a great 
success, and I would like to pay special 
tribute to the magnificent work which ECAFE— 
the regional economic commission which 
covers the area with the broadest geographical 
extent and the largest number of people — has 
done to strengthen peace, understanding 
and economic and social development in this 
vast zone. This is particularly clear now that 

the second United Nations Development 
Decade has been launched and the boldness 
and vision with which these new tasks are 
being undertaken is so strikingly evident.

I also wish to congratulate ECAFE's 
Executive Secretary, U Nyun, on the significant 
contribution to the region's economic and 
social growth made by the secretariat under 
his able leadership.

Please accept my best wishes for a 
very successful session and a future whose 
promise will be amply fulfilled to the benefit of 
the economic and social development of 
the Commission's member countries.
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Message from Mr. R.K.A. Gardiner, Executive Secretary, 
Economic Commission for Africa

On behalf of the Economic Commission 
for Africa and my colleagues of the secretariat, 
I have great pleasure in sending congratulations 
to the Economic Commission for Asia and 
the Far East on the occasion of its twenty-fifth 
anniversary. I deeply regret my inability to 
participate in the celebrations and also to 
attend the twenty-eighth annual session.

Ours is a young Commission — the young
est of the economic commissions — which is 
now in its fourteenth year. We have been for
tunate to learn from the achievements of our 
sister organizations, particularly from ECAFE, in 
such areas of activity as river basin development 
(Lower Mekong Basin), Asian Highway, 
regional trade fairs, special interest communities 
such as those for coconut and other com
modities, mineral exploration and exploitation, 
maritime transport and port administration, 
to mention only a few.

The economic commissions continue to 
make significant contributions to national 
and regional development. Among other 
things they promote concerted action; serve 
as a clearinghouse in the exchange of informa
tion and the sharing of experiences; provide a 

forum for the clarification of ideas in matters 
of regional and world interest, as well as 
function as an operational arm of the United 
Nations in all continents.

The commissions do not finance institu
tions and projects but have demonstrated 
beyond doubt their ability to stimulate interest 
and mobilize resources for important projects 
such as off-shore oil exploration, river basin 
development, creation of institutes and the 
establishment of regional banks.

The work of the commissions in statistics 
and demography, the promotion of clearing and 
payments arrangements and stimulation of 
intra-regional trade, has justified the prediction 
of the late Secretary-General, Dag Ham
marskjold, who speaking at the inaugural 
meeting of the ECA stated that "One day we 
may look back to the establishment of the 
Commission as marking the moment when 
Africa began to assume its full role in the world 
community".

ECA salutes all member-states of ECAFE 
individually and collectively and looks forward 
to many more years of fruitful co-operation.
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Message from Mr. Perez Guerrero, Secretary-General 
of UNCTAD

I was very keen to participate personally 
in this historic twenty-fifth anniversary com
memoration of the ECAFE. But a number of 
pressing problems, and in particular prepara
tions for the Third UNCTAD Conference, soon 
to take place in Santiago de Chile, have 
prevented me from doing so.

This session of ECAFE is of particular 
significance to us in UNCTAD. Indeed, your 
agenda has naturally many areas of common 
concern with that of the Third UNCTAD 
Conference. The questions they raise and 
answers they seek, nurtured as they are in the 
same reality, understandably run nearly on 
parallel lines.

The Second Development Decade has 
just been launched. You will no doubt be 
reviewing here the lessons of the First Develop
ment Decade against the longer context 
of your contribution over the last quarter of a 
century. These lessons, drawn from the 
experience of the countries in Asia, comprising 
three fifths of the population of all the develop
ing countries, will have special importance for 
us.

Though the past Decade has been far 
from satisfactory from the point of view of the 
Third World, certain progress was made in 
promoting the growth process in developing 
countries, and in building up particular areas 
of strength at the national level. Altogether 
there was a welcome advance on a rather 
broad front—yet an advance that was insuffi
cient in quantitative terms, and often defective 
in qualitative terms. As is to be expected, 
performance varied from country to country. 
The efforts of the developing countries were 
uneven, as were those of the developed 
countries designed to complement the former.

This advance was accompanied by 
notable progress in evolving international 

understanding on the elements of a strategy 
for development. Since the Second UNCTAD 
Conference, many of the proposals considered 
on that occasion have become embodied in the 
International Development Strategy for the 
Second Development Decade.

I may add that our common interest is no 
less in respect of operational activities in 
furtherance of development objectives. An 
indication of the extent and closeness of the 
co-operation which presently exists between 
UNCTAD and ECAFE in this regard is given 
by the fact that as many as six items on the 
agenda of the session of the Committee on 
Trade of ECAFE, which took place last month, 
related to subjects which have been, are or 
are planned to be the object of technical 
assistance projects involving in one way or 
another the active collaboration of UNCTAD.

This partnership of ECAFE and UNCTAD 
has been particularly notable in respect of our 
work in the field of trade liberalization as well 
as the setting up of an Asian Clearing Union. 
It has also embraced training in export promo
tion and customs administration, as well as 
studies related to sub-regional co-operation 
among ASEAN countries. I may dare say— 
because I know this feeling to be fully shared 
by the Executive Secretary of ECAFE—that 
these common endeavours of ECAFE and 
UNCTAD have been a model of fruitful 
collaboration. They have demonstrated the 
advantages which member countries, both 
individually and collectively, can gain from a 
deliberate policy and practice of mutual 
support on the part of regional and world-wide 
bodies.

May I congratulate ECAFE, its Executive 
Secretary and staff on its twenty-fifth anni
versary and wish the Commission, on behalf 
of UNCTAD which prides itself of its close 
working partnership with it, continuing success 
in the years to come.
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Message from Mr. Rudolph M. Peterson Administrator 
of the United Nations Development Programme

I would like to say how pleased and 
honoured I am to be able to convey my own 
sincere best wishes, and those of my colleagues 
in the United Nations Development Programme 
to all the participants in this session of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East. A quarter century of 
service to its member Governments and to 
the many hundreds of millions of people they 
represent is a record of which the Commission 
can be justifiably proud.

I do not think it is an exaggeration to say 
that, as a result of ECAFE's efforts over the 
past twenty-five years, the course of events 
throughout the world has been altered for the 
better. For in a region so extensive, which 
includes well over half the people on earth, 
very little of consequence can happen without 
an effort being felt everywhere. Among the 
major activities to which ECAFE has made 
substantive contributions, the UNDP has 
been intimately involved in most of them. 
They include the development of the Lower 
Mekong Basin, the Asian Development Bank, 
the Asian Institute for Economic Development 

and Planning, the planning of the Asian 
Highway, the Asian Statistical Institute and 
the planning of an Asian Telecommunication 
network. All are significant examples of the 
feasibility of taking a regional approach to 
many of the economic and social problems 
every nation is facing today. That approach- 
in which the United Nations system plays so 
important a role-means that no nation need 
face such problems alone.

Recently, at the regional meeting of 
UNDP Resident Representatives in Bangkok, 
U Nyun, the distinguished Executive Secretary 
of ECAFE, shared with us his thoughts on the 
challenge before us in the second development 
decade. His view of Asia evolving into a 
viable and genuine community of nations, 
based on co-operative action serving mutual 
interests, is one to which the UNDP gives its 
full support. I am confident that this twenty
fifth anniversary session of ECAFE will bring 
that view measurably closer to being a reality 
from which ail people, everywhere, can take 
hope and encouragement.
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Statement by Mr. N. Ramm-Ericson, representing the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization

On behalf of the Executive Director of 
UNIDO I would like to convey UNIDO's 
congratulations to ECAFE at its silver jubilee. 
I would like to join UNIDO's voice to those 
of my colleagues from our sister agencies in 
their expression of appreciation of the work 
ECAFE has done and is doing. We are all 
familiar with the impressive chain of organiza
tions which have been initiated through 
ECAFE meetings—from the Mekong Committee 
to the Pepper Community.

UNIDO's interest is naturally focussed 

on ECAFE's activities connected with the 
industrial development in the region and we 
are indeed keen listeners to the voices of the 
ECAFE countries in the Committee on Industry 
and Natural Resources and the Asian Industrial 
Development Council. The importance of the 
catalytic role of ECAFE through its various 
bodies cannot be underrated. The tasks 
ahead in promoting national progress through 
regional co-operation are indeed formidable. 
I wish to convey the assurance of UNIDO's 
full support in these endeavours.
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Message from Mr. V. Kusevic, Director, Division of 
Narcotic Drugs of the United Nations

While I very much regret not to be able 
to participate in the twenty-eighth annual 
session of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Far East, during 
which ECAFE observes its twenty-fifth anniver
sary, it gives me great pleasure to address to 
your Assembly the present message which 
will show my wish, as Director of the Division 
of Narcotic Drugs, for a most confident 
co-operation with ECAFE in our common 
effort to stamp out the evil of drug abuse.

All national and international possibilities 
have to be used in the fight against drug 
abuse and I am happy to tell you that we have 
in that field the greatest consideration for 
the help which ECAFE can bring to our effort: 
we wish to work hand in hand with you. May 
I recall that a number of regional seminars 
and exercises have taken place in the region, 
which are too numerous to be listed here; 
since 1961 the Division of Narcotic Drugs has 

had an outposted officer here in Bangkok; 
with the confident co-operation of the ECAFE 
Secretariat that Officer has done his or her 
best to help governments in the implementation 
of treaties and to help us to reach a better 
comprehension of the problems of the region. 
In the last two years closer ties have been 
worked out and also a greater exchange of 
visits, discussions, agreements, has permitted 
a more active and fruitful co-operation between 
our two bodies. I would like here to pay a 
special tribute to the far-sighted approach of 
the Executive Secretary of the ECAFE, U Nyun : 
I have always felt in my discussions with him 
that there was a truly close association and 
understanding between us.

I would like in conclusion to express the 
hope that we might, by working together, reach 
a success which would be a landmark in the 
life and happiness of the peoples not only of 
Asia and the Far East but of the whole world.
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Message from Mr. Wilfred Jenks, Director-General of the 
International Labour Organization

I have great pleasure in conveying to you 
the congratulations of the International Labour 
Organization on the occasion of the twenty
fifth anniversary of the United Nations Econo
mic Commission for Asia and the Far East.

The quarter-century spanned by ECAFE 
has been a period crucial to the progress of 
mankind. ECAFE was founded at a time 
when economic recovery from global war was 
only just beginning, when colonial peoples 
everywhere began their final march to in
dependence, when the foundations of inter
national technical assistance to developing 
countries were being laid. Despite the strife 
and injustices that still afflict so much of 
humanity, the progress that has been made in 
all these fields has been most encouraging. 
ECAFE can claim to have played on important 
part in shaping that progress in Asia: its role 
in catalysing regional co-operation and building 
the framework in which co-operation can 
function effectively has been, and remains, 
indispensable.

Your celebration of the anniversary and 
the achievements of those years is rightly 
taking place during a session of ECAFE 
deeply involved in the present problems of 
Asia and the challenges of its future. In many 
of those problems and challenges the ILO is 
deeply involved. The critical and growing 

problems of unemployment, of sub-standard 
living conditions, inequalities in the distribution 
of national wealth, economic insecurity, 
excessive population growth, rural under
development and pollution of the environment, 
which occupy the agenda of your meeting, are 
of profound concern to the ILO. They are of 
such magnitude that the fullest resources of 
regional and international co-operation are 
called upon for their solution, and the ILO is 
privileged to be a part of the vital international 
co-operative effort for national and regional 
development in Asia to which ECAFE has 
made, and continues to make, so large a 
contribution.

The International Labour Organization, 
which in 1969 celebrated its the fiftieth 
anniversary with a renewed commitment to 
the cause of social justice as the foundation for 
universal and lasting peace, welcomes the 
emphasis which ECAFE places upon “the 
advancement of social justice hand in hand 
with economic progress". In extending to the 
Economic Commission my congratulations 
and heartfelt good wishes for its future 
service, I am happy to reaffirm the continued 
goodwill, support and co-operation of the 
International Labour Organization in our com
mon task of making human freedom and 
justice, economic security and equal opportuni
ty, living realities for the people of Asia.
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Message from Mr. A.H. Boerma, Director General of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

I am pleased to have this opportunity to 
extend my best wishes and those of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization to the Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Far East on the 
occasion of its twenty-fifth anniversary.

Your full agenda demonstrates our com
munity of interests and underlines the im
portance of co-operation between our organi
zations, which is symbolized by our Joint 
Agriculture Division, created 20 years ago.

There are four major areas of vital need 
for the developing countries of Asia where I 
believe the FAO and other United Nations 
agencies, working together with ECAFE, can 
and should concentrate efforts in the spirit of 
the international strategy for the Second 
Development Decade.

First, while heartening progress has 
been made in recent years, Asia's food supply 
still is not assured. Modern technology, 
particularly through the high-yielding varieties 
of cereal crops, has greatly increased output. 
However, the green revolution is still far 
from having achieved its full potential in 
terms of economic and social benefits. It is 
also very important that we should harness 
science and technology to raise the productivity 
of the 80 per cent of Asia's arable land not 
under high-yielding varieties as known to us 
today. As a step in the right direction, I 
would cite the recent initial pledges of support 
for an International Crops Research Institute 
for the Semi-Arid Tropics, which will probably 

be based in India. This was one of the first 
initiatives taken by the new Consultative 
Group on International Research sponsored 
by FAO, the World Bank and the UN Develop
ment Programme.

Another basic problem requiring much 
greater effort is that of trade, and specifically 
of expanding Asia's agricultural exports. EAO 
is giving special attention during its current 
biennium to the question of international 
agricultural adjustment. We hope to stimulate 
actions by governments that will relieve the 
chronic imbalance that plagues agricultural 
production and trade.

The third area of deep concern is the 
widespread unemployment and underemploy
ment in rural areas of Asia and the other 
developing regions. We welcome the interest 
of ECAFE in this problem and the opportunity 
to work with the International Labour Office 
in the UNDP-sponsored new regional employ
ment promotion project for Asia.

Finally, there is the general need for 
increased regional and sub-regional co-opera
tion. We have been particularly encouraged 
by the work being carried out with the Associa
tion of Southeast Asian Nations.

In these four major areas, and in other 
appropriate fields, FAO looks forward to an 
increasingly closer and more effective working 
relationship with ECAFE.

68



Message from Mr. Rene Maheu, Director-General 
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific 

and Cultural Organization

I am happy to have this opportunity of 
associating UNESCO with the celebration of the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far 
East, which has proved to be one of the most 
successful ventures in international co
operation.

International co-operation involves much 
more than the mere sharing of aid and know
ledge, and its achievements cannot be 
measured in terms of practical efficiency only. 
Indeed, the principles of peace, social justice 
and the promotion of human rights which are 
enshrined in the United Nations Charter find 
a practical application in that advancement of 
economic and social progress which has been 
the aim of ECAFE since its inception twenty- 
five years ago.

The record of co-operation between 
UNESCO and ECAFE is a long and a fruitful one 
and the years that lie ahead will certainly see 
an even further strengthening of the links 
between our two organizations.

Indeed, this will be essential in view of the 
recommendations made by the Third Regional 
Conference of Ministers of Education and 
Those Responsible for Economic Planning in 
Asia convened by UNESCO in co-operation 

with ECAFE in Singapore in 1971. The 
Conference recommended among other things 
the elaboration of a new strategy of educational 
development, the setting up of an Asian Centre 
for Educational Innovation for Development, 
and the establishment of a Population Educa
tion Institute in Asia. The collaboration of 
the other United Nations bodies concerned, 
and foremost among them ECAFE, will be 
all important for the successful implementation 
of these recommendations.

Another UNESCO-sponsored meeting 
which in the years to come may have a strong 
impact on economic and social development 
in Asia is the Third International Conference of 
Adult Education to be held in Tokyo in July of 
this year. It is my hope that UNESCO and 
ECAFE will find the means of collaborating 
closely in the promotion of the programme for 
life-long education which is of such im
portance for development.

On behalf of the Organization, as well as 
in my own name, I send you my congratulations 
on this notable anniversary and my warmest 
wishes for continued success in your endea
vours to bring about economic progress and 
social justice in the countries of the world's 
most populous region: Asia.
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Cable from the Secretary General of the International 
Civil Aviation Organization

ICAO extends to ECAFE on its 
twenty-fifth anniversary heartiest congratula
tions and best wishes for continuing successful 

future and looks forward to continuing co
operation in matters of common interest 

Kotaite, Secretary-General.



Message from Dr. M.G. Candau, Director-General
of the World Health Organization

It is a pleasure to send greetings to the 
Economic Commission for Asia and the Far 
East on the occasion of its twenty-fifth 
anniversary. The World Health Organization, 
on account of its regionalized, decentralized 
structure, has from its inception taken part in 
the work of ECAFE. The substantive reasons 
are not far to seek.

The improvement and protection of 
health are essential parts of the development 
process. On the one hand, one cannot 
imagine a population that is held back by 
widespread disease and malnutrition reaping 
the benefits of modern technology; on the 
other, the health component of industrial 
projects may not be neglected lest the projects 
turn out to be self-defeating. Another reason 
why WHO attaches great importance to inter
national co-operation within the framework 
provided by ECAFE is that raising the level of 
health needs to be planned within overall 
national plans for economic and social develop
ment. The economic impact of health improve
ment, the cost of sickness and the price of 
health need to be clearly focused.

ECAFE has provided a valuable forum 
for inter-governmental consideration of 
multisectoral activities, including, for example, 
those related to population. Family planning 
programmes have important implications for 

the health, development and well-being of the 
family, and are dependent on the health 
services for their successful implementation. 
Pregnancy spacing and the control of over
fertility on the one hand, and the treatment of 
infertility on the other are thus essential 
preventive measures; parents, however, cannot 
be expected to want to limit the size of their 
family unless there is a reasonable chance of 
their babies surviving into adulthood. The 
whole question is linked to the quality of 
family life; and the quality of life is something 
we must surely not lose sight of in the quest 
for technological benefits and increased per 
capita income.

Another such multisectoral area is water 
resources development. Here ECAFE has 
been instrumental in harnessing the diversified 
skills and harmonizing the various interests 
that must be combined if such development 
is to raise standards of living. WHO has 
been happy to participate in these efforts.

In the fight against poverty, ignorance and 
disease, ECAFE is playing a role of central 
significance in its part of the world. In 
congratulating the Commission on twenty-five 
years of fruitful endeavour. I send my best 
wishes for the successful continuation of 
its work in the interests of peace and prosperity 
among the people it serves.
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Message from Mr. Michel Rahi, Director General of the 
Universal Postal Union

I must first say how sorry I am to be 
unable to participate in person in the com
memoration of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the Economic Commission for Asia and the 
Far East. It is my wish, however, that UPU 
should be associated with this event, for two 
reasons: firstly, by quantitative criteria, the 
ECAFE region—extending from Iron to Japan, 
from Mongolia to New Zealand and Australia, 
and containing over half the world's population 
—undoubtedly makes ECAFE the most impor
tant of the regional commissions; secondly, I 
find some similarity between UPU, the oldest 
of the international organizations, and ECAFE, 
one of the first two regional economic com
missions of the United Nations system.

It is not for UPU to pass judgement on 
what has been accomplished by the Com
mission in the region and I shall confine 
myself to speaking of the work being done in 
economic development planning and in 
transport and communications.

The proof of your success in the first is 
the Asian Institute for Economic Development 
and Planning, a remarkable instrument serving 
the training and research needs of the countries 
of the region. I am convinced that the 
opportunities offered by the Institute should 
be fully utilized to promote the harmonious 
and coherent development of the region's 
economics and it is my earnest hope that the 
Postal Administrations will become involved 
in this effort.

With regard to transport and communi
cations, since the postal service rarely has 
its own means of transport for the material it 
handles, any improvement in this fields, 
any increase in the means available, will 
naturally facilitate its work and directly help to 
improve the services offered to users of the 
postal service. Again, the postal service, as a 
system for transporting written information of 
every kind and for monetary transfers, is one of 
the factors which actively contribute to a 
country's economic, social and cultural 

development.

At this point, I must point out that UPU's 
activities in the region, in association with 
ECAFE and with the Asian-Oceanic Postal 
Union have grown substantially. One notable 
event is the establishment within AOPU, 
with UNDP assistance, of the regional postal 
training school at Bangkok, which went into 
operation in October 1970. The school will 
provide training for intermediate level personnel 
from four countries, but is open to other 
Postal Administrations in the region.

The relations between UPU and ECAFE 
are exemplified by the appointment of a 
regional expert to the headquarters of the 
Commission in May 1971. The expert 
has a dual function inasmuch as he both 
maintains liaison between ECAFE and UPU 
and carries out general studies of groups of 
countries; three of these studies are in progress- 
on the conveyance of air mail, the conveyance 
of surface mail and vocational postal training. 
Moreover, until such time as a comprehensive 
study on the planning of postal development 
in the region can be undertaken, the expert is 
collecting certain basic data required for 
national sectoral programmes. Consideration 
is already being given to the possibility of 
recruiting a second expert during the period 
1973-1976, if the preliminary work shows 
that to be necessary.

At any rate, ECAFE at present has the 
facilities the expert needs to carry out his 
task of undertaking studies and economic 
and technical inquiries, collecting and eva
luating information, and providing advisory 
services to the countries of the region.

I commend the Commission for the use 
it has made of the expert’s services. I send 
my best wishes for the work of the session 
and hope that ECAFE will continue to be 
successful in the work it began 25 years ago 
for the economic development of Asia and 
the Far East.
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Message from Mr. M. Mili, Secretary General of the 
International Telecommunication Union

On this happy occasion, I have great 
pleasure on behalf of ITU to congratulate the 
ECAFE and specially Mr. U Nyun, the Executive 
Secretary for their excellent service to the 
developing countries of the region in their 
endeavour for economic development. The 
ECAFE has been chiefly instrumental in 
facilitating the rapid development of the 
region in building the infrastructure needed 
for economic development by launching such 
projects as, Asian Highway, Mekong Project, 
Asian Institute of Economics, Asian Statistical 
Institute, Asian Coconut Community, and in 
promoting such institutions as the Asian Devel
opment Bank. We on our part are proud to be 
associated with ECAFE, and in establishing 

the joint ECAFE/ITU Unit for promotion of tele
communication development. Telecommuni
cation development depends upon regional 
co-operation if there is to be effective op
timization of resources to link national tele
communication networks. ITU appreciates 
the support which has been given to the 
regional activities by ECAFE, including the 
successful results already being achieved in 
the preinvestment studies for the Asian 
Telecommunication Network. We hope this 
joint co-operation which is of great benefit to 
the region will continue in the Second United 
Nations Development Decade and promote 
early the establishment and operation of the 
Asian Telecommunity.
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Statement by Mr. David Arthur Davies, Secretary-General 
of the World Meteorological Organization

I count it a great honour and a real 
pleasure to be with you, the representatives 
of the States which comprise the Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Far East, at a 
time when you celebrate the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Commission and to share 
with you the sense of deep satisfaction which 
I am sure you all feel on this memorable 
occasion. The fact that the Commission 
has been in existence for twenty-five years 
is in itself of course no cause for celebration- 
but the impressive record of its achievement 
over that period does indeed warrant that 
the occasion be marked in such a fitting 
manner.

It is not for me to recite the long list of 
the benefits and advantages which the 
countries of the region have reaped - each 
one of you present here today is much more 
qualified to do this than I. But there are some 
remarks which I feel competent to make and 
which are I feel relevant to this anniversary 
celebration.

I would like in the name of WMO to pay 
tribute to the remarkable progress which has 
been made by the Commission in fostering 
the economic development of the region; the 
progress you have made is indeed well-known 
and greatly admired far beyond the geo
graphical boundaries of the region itself.

If, however, the Commission has played 
an important role in the last twenty-five years 
(and of that there can be no doubt), it seems 
to me, however, that it will have an increasingly 
important role to play in the next twenty-five 
years, for despite the progress you have 
achieved, the problems facing you are still 
great.

It was in the field of hydrology, and 
particularly flood forecasting, that ECAFE and 
WMO first joined together in co-operative 
endeavours; this was some fourteen years ago. 
Later, when new technological advances 

appeared, notably meteorological satellites and 
radar, it became possible to envisage a joint 
attack on the much wider problem of typhoons. 
This, to a large extent, superseded the previous 
work in the field of flood forecasting since 
this is a part of the overall problem of the 
typhoon.

There is of course much more that I 
could say on this important project but it 
would hardly be appropriate to do so at this 
time. Suffice it to say that WMO attaches 
the highest importance to this joint project 
and is happy to find such a warm spirit of 
co-operation and understanding prevailing in 
the Regional Commission. With this spirit 
and with the drive and energy which the 
Commission has shown towards this joint 
endeavour, it is not wishful thinking to look 
forward to the future with confidence.

I have paid tribute to the Regional 
Commission and to the manner in which the 
Commission has welcomed the input into its 
activities of the specialized knowledge which 
WMO possesses. I would now like to extend 
this tribute and this expression of gratitude to 
include your Executive Secretary. He has, 
in my view, shown great vision in realizing 
not only where the real problems of the region 
lie but also what needs to be done to solve 
them. He thus recognized from the outset 
that the Regional Commission could not 
proceed effectively with its appointed tasks 
without giving attention to those basic 
elements of the natural environment which we 
call the weather and climate. In other words, 
he recognized that WMO has a role to play 
in the programmes and policies of the Regional 
Commission and he extended the hand of 
friendly co-operation without hesitation and 
without equivocation. And, as I have already 
said, WMO readily accepted this invitation.

I am grateful to him and I have spoken 
these words because I wish you, the delegates, 
to know this.



Statement of Mr. Takeshi Watanabe, President 
of the Asian Development Bank

(Read by Mr. D.C, Gunesekera, Secretary of the ADB in Bangkok)

The Asian Development Bank greets 
this the twenty-fifth anniversary Economic 
Commission for Asia and the Far East as an 
institution now passed from its infancy into 
a youth that we fully expect to be characterized 
by vigour and robustness.

But for us in the Asian Development Bank, 
even at the ripe and independent age of five 
years, those greetings would be less than 
courteous—and less than realistic—if they 
did not contain an expression of gratitude to 
ECAFE, the organization which had more than 
any other to do with our very conception.

Our close relationship with ECAFE has 
continued through the years since the concept 
of an Asian Development Bank was first 
formally approved by this organization in 
Wellington. That closeness has been beneficial 
to both the Asian Development Bank itself and 
to the developing Asian nations to whose 
interests both our efforts are devoted.

In the past year, our joint efforts were 
perhaps highlighted by the Asian Development 

Bank's agreement to contribute up to $200,000 
to the ECAFE-sponsored Asian industrial 
survey for regional co-operation.

We were honoured, also, to participate in 
conferences of the Committee on Trade, the 
Asian Planner's Conference and the Asian 
Industrial Development Council, and to main
tain our interest in the Asian Statistical Institute 
and the Asian Institute for Economic Develop
ment and Planning. Our Bank will also 
soon undertake a special study of the functions 
and requirements of the Development and 
Planning Institute.

Through our efforts, through ECAFE's 
through those of many others of good will 
and farsightedness, the door to Asian progress 
has been opened. The opening is not wide, 
and only a renewed and concerted effort 
will keep it from closing again.

That door must be kept open, indeed, 
opened wider. And the nations of Asia must 
pass through it together if they are to pass 
through it at all.
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Statement by Brig. Gen. A.B. Connelly, Director 
of the Colombo Plan Bureau

We congratulate ECAFE on its cele
bration of its twenty-fifth anniversary, and we 
wish it many more years of successful per
formance.

The Colombo Plan will this year be 
twenty-one years old. It came into being to 
supplement the assistance being given by 
ECAFE and the specialized agencies of the 
United Nations to the countries of South 

and South-East Asia and from the beginning 
has sought to co-operate with those institu
tions.

ECAFE, representing multilateral assis
tance. and the Colombo Plan, representing 
bilateral aid, have similar objectives, one of 
which is the promotion of intra-regional 
training. We look forward to even more 
co-operation and collaboration in the future.
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Statement by P.E. Weeraman, Regional Director for 
South-East Asia, International Co-operative Alliance

On behalf of the International Co
operative Alliance I extend to ECAFE our 
warmest congratulations on its fine record of 
useful service to the peoples of Asia and the 
Far East. May national progress through 
regional co-operation result in international 
peace.

The General Assembly and the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations have 
adopted significant resolutions in recent years 
recommending the promotion of the co
operative movement. I am sure that ECAFE 

will follow up this recommendation and we 
shall be very grateful for such support.

The ICA has launched the Co-operative 
Development Decade as its contribution to 
the achievement of the objectives and goals 
of the Second Development Decade of the 
United Nations.

As Regional Director for South-East 
Asia I extend to ECAFE the assurances of our 
continued co-operation in the years to come.
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INDONESIA
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KHMER REPUBLIC
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LAOS
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NEW ZEALAND
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PAKISTAN
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REPUBLIC OF KOREA



SRI LANKA (Ceylon)
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THAILAND
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VI . COUNTRY OBSERVANCES
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Following the session which inaugurated 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of ECAFE, member 
countries in the region commemorated the 
anniversary year running from March 1972 
to March 1973 with the participation of 
United Nations Associations and ECAFE 
Associations and with the help of the Resident 
Representatives of the United Nations 
Development Programme.

The national observances took many 
forms; special celebrations were held under 
the highest governmental auspices during 
which statements were made by cabinet 
ministers and other high dignitaries; national 
commemorative stamps were issued accom
panied by bulletins from the Post and Tele
communications Departments containing 
tributes to the work and role of ECAFE; 
special features were released through the 
press, radio and television networks; meetings 
were held with the participation of the public 
and various associations and addresses given 
by prominent members of the public; and 
various school programmes were arranged for 
the dissemination of the work and achievements 
of ECAFE.

Based on material received, brief accounts 
of the celebrations in a number of member 
countries1 are given below together with a 
few short quotations from some of the articles, 
reports, etc., appearing in leading national 
newspapers. These are indicative of the 
member countries' appreciation of the work 
done by ECAFE over the past twenty-five 
years, and the trust reposed in the Commission 
as an agency for development through regional 
co-operation.

1 In alphabetical order.

In Australia, the Department of Foreign 
Affairs produced a brochure in its "Back
ground" series to commemorate the anniver
sary. Entitled "ECAFE-25 years", it gives a 
brief history of ECAFE and mentions the 
inaugural meeting of the Commission in 
Shanghai in June 1947. This is followed 
by a description of the membership, organiza
tional structure and activities including the 
various projects of ECAFE. With reference to 
ECAFE's work as a catalyst, it continues: 
"ECAFE is involved in many other projects all 
stemming from the development and exchange 
of ideas and the common will for development 
produced by the catalyst of ECAFE. Immediate 
co-operation is rarely possible among countries 
with varied social, political and economic 
backgrounds but over the years, with very 
few exceptions, resolutions proposed at the 

annual meetings of the Commission have 
been adopted unanimously. This has become 
a feature of sessions of the Commission which 
is generally described as 'the Asian way'. 
It is evidence of the spirit of co-operation 
which pervades the Commission and which 
can generally be trusted to transcend the 
differences of view which can occur in a 
region of such diversity and complexity".

In Indonesia, three commemorative 
stamps were issued to observe the twenty-fifth 
anniversary. The Post and Telecommunica
tions Directorate of the Republic of Indonesia 
issued a bulletin commemorating the anniver
sary which described the current phase of 
ECAFE's work as showing two major trends: 
(i) "a sharpening focus on action-oriented 
projects designed to produce maximum tangible 
impact; (ii) increasing stress on regional 
co-operation to speed up growth and raise 
living standards."

In Iran, the anniversary was celebrated 
in June 1972. The national Iranian Radio 
and Television broadcast special programmes 
based on a widely distributed publication 
issued by the Ministry of Information to 
explain the purposes and activities of ECAFE.

In Japan, a reception celebrating the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of ECAFE was given 
on 9 November 1972 in Tokyo, jointly by 
H.E. Mr. Ohira, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
and Mr. K. Uemura, President of the Japan 
ECAFE Association. A booklet titled "ECAFE 
and Japan, 25 years" was published in 
October 1972 by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and 30,000 copies were distributed 
throughout Japan. In the same month. 
"ECAFE 25 years-a Commemorative Review" 
published by the ECAFE secretariat was 
translated into Japanese and published by the 
Japan ECAFE Association. The book was 
widely circulated throughout Japan.

A commemorative stamp was issued to 
observe the anniversary.

In the Khmer Republic, three commemo
rative stamps were issued.

In Laos. also, three commemorative 
stamps were issued.

In Mongolia, a commemorative meeting was 
held at Ulanbator Economic College and spe
cial commemorative stamps were issued.

In the Netherlands, on 8 December 1972, 
the Netherlands Radio Broadcast Station 
dedicated a programme to a documentary

90



concerning ECAFE and the Mekong Com
mittee. An official publication of the Nether
lands Ministry of Foreign Affairs contained 
two articles concerning the ECAFEanniversary.

In New Zealand, the Prime Minister made 
a press statement in which he congratulated 
ECAFE on the occasion of its twenty-fifth 
anniversary. He declared that "In brief 
ECAFE has made a major contribution to 
international understanding" and that "it 
should be proud of its past and should con
gratulate itself on its twenty-fifth anniversary 
and should look forward to the challenges of 
the futute with confidence."

A commemorative stamp was issued.

In Pakistan, the Government Information 
Department issued in May 1972 two articles 
entitled "What is ECAFE" and "Asian Highway" 
as part of that country's observance of the 
anniversary. Moreover, special radio and 
television programmes were broadcast by the 
Economic and External Assistance Division of 
the Pakistan Ministry of Finance.

The Government Postal Department 
issued a commemorative postage stamp in 
March 1972.

In the Philippines, the observance of the 25th 
ECAFE anniversary consisted of simple but 
fitting programmes in schools and universities 
which stressed the advantages of Philippine 
membership of ECAFE and reproduction and 
distribution to government and private offices 
of 25th anniversary brochures furnished by 
the ECAFE secretariat.

The Republic of VietNam commemorated 
the 25th anniversary of ECAFE by having spe
cial radio and television programmes relating 
to the 25-year long activities of ECAFE and 
more specially those which have been benefi
cial to the Republic of Viet-Nam.

In Singapore, a commemorative postmark 
was used by the post offices for two weeks 
from 11 to 24 September 1972. A broadcast 
entitled "ECAFE Silver Jubilee Session 
Roundup" was put over Radio Singapore on 
21 April 1972 in the United Nations Series. 
A half hour feature on ECAFE was broadcast 
over both radio and television on various 
dates in June in all languages. Newspapers 
carried special features on the twenty-fifth 
anniversary. One of the newspapers produced 
an article entitled "ECAFE is 25 years old" 
which, noting that "plans of the ECAFE have 
contributed towards the economic and social 

development of this region", went on to 
describe the Trans-Asian Railway in some 
detail. It also mentioned the formation of the 
Coconut Community, the Pepper Community 
and the Association of Natural Rubber
producing Countries, the Asian Development 
Bank, the Asian Institute for Economic De
velopment and Planning, the Asian Center for 
Development Administration and the Asian 
Statistical Institute, as well giving some 
information about population problems and 
social development. Summing up, it declared: 
"Within its limits, ECAFE has striven to help, 
assist and advise Asian nations to further their 
economic efforts, aims and aspirations."

In Sri Lanka, tributes were paid to ECAFE 
by Cabinet Ministers at a ceremony held at 
the General Post Office, Colombo, on 2 
May 1972 to mark the issue of a special stamp 
commemorating the Commission's twenty-fifth 
anniversary. Mr. Maithripala Senanayake, 
Minister of Irrigation, Power and Highways, 
on behalf of the Government, thanked ECAFE 
for the assistance provided to Sri Lanka during 
the past twenty-five years in the launching 
of projects dealing with such matters as 
water supply, drainage, transport, industries 
and the development of natural resources 
within the country. The Minister said that he 
was particularly grateful to the United Nations 
Representative in Sri Lanka and his colleagues 
at the United Nationsand ECAFE, for extending 
the Asian Highway project to cover the length 
and breadth of Sri Lanka. "This project." 
he said, "will not only help the tourist industry, 
but will also help to open undeveloped areas 
in the southern and eastern provinces." 
The Minister of Posts and Telecommunications 
observed that the very fact that ECAFE was 
celebrating its Silver Jubilee was enough 
proof of its solid foundation and its useful 
services to mankind.

In Thailand, flags of all member and 
associate member countries of ECAFE were 
flown at various places in Bangkok with 
posters specially made and erected for the 
occasion on 15 March 1972. Field-Marshal 
Thanom Kittikachorn, Chairman of the National 
Executive Council, gave an address on ECAFE 
that was relayed by all radio and television 
stations in Bangkok. Special reports in 
both English and Thai versions concerning the 
celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
ECAFE were broadcast by the Voice of Free 
Asia.

Five million 75-stang ECAFE commemo
rative stamps were issued by the Post and 
Telegraph Department on 24 October 1972.
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In Papua New Guinea, commemorative 
stamps for two separate months were issued 
by the Post Office and special press releases 
were issued both in English and the local 
vernacular by the United Nations Information 

Service to press and schools.
The above account of the national 

observances provides a fair illustration of 
the forms taken by these observances in the 
various countries.
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Part III
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION AT ITS 

TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION

120 (XXVIII}. UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC 
COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE FAR EAST: 
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY DECLARATION

The Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East,

On the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of its establishment by the United Nations,

Welcoming with warm appreciation the various 
messages conveyed and statements made in this 
connexion, and the guidelines provided therein,

Further welcoming (a) the plans of member countries 
for commemorating the occasion in various ways in 
the course of the year, and (b) the special comme
morative publication entitled "ECAFE - 25 Years",6

Recalling the steady progress made by ECAFE 
since its inception in 1947, as marked by (i) the de
claration at Lahore at its seventh session in 1951, 
generally known as the Lahore Convention, (ii) the 
resolutions on Asian economic co-operation, dynamic 
Asian economic co-operation, and the strategy of 
integrated regional co-operation adopted by the first 
three Ministerial Conferences on Asian Economic 
Co-operation, in 1963, 1965 and 1968 respectively, 
(iii) the resolution on the commemoration of ECAFE's 
twentieth anniversary in 1967 and the Tokyo Declaration 
(res.77 (XXIII) and res.78 (XXIII)), (iv) the resolution 
on the Second Development Decade in 1969 (res.94 
(XXV)), (v) the resolution on the United Nations 
Twenty-fifth Anniversary Declaration in 1970 (res.103 
(XXVI)), (vi) the Kabul Declaration issued by the fourth 
session of the Council of Ministers in 1970, and (vii) 
the resolution on strengthening and co-ordination of 
the regional structures of the United Nations, in 1971 
(res.119 (XXVII)),

Further recalling the successful establishment 
by ECAFE of various institutions and projects such as 
the Asian Development Bank, the Asian Highway, the 
Asian Institute for Economic Development and Planning, 
the Asian Statistical Institute, the Asian Industrial 
Development Council, the Lower Mekong Basin 
Development Project, joint prospecting for mineral 
resources in Asian offshore areas, typhoon damage 
control, the Asian Coconut Community, the Pepper 
Community, the Asian Telecommunication Network, 
the Regional Trade Promotion Centre and the Centre for 
Economic Projections and Programming.

Noting that most fruitful intraregional contacts 
and regional co-operation have developed through 
the forum of ECAFE through implementation of its 
programmes for regional co-operation and through 
the Council of Ministers for Asian Economic Co
operation,

Observing the increasing sense of Asian identity 
and the search for intensification of co-operation 
between the countries of the region through the 
adoption of appropriate measures, and through 
expeditious progress on other projects and programmes 

for regional co-operation which have already been 
endorsed by the Commission,

Conscious of the importance of intensifying 
regional co-operation through maximum utilization 
of the regional market and other economic oppor
tunities for regional efforts to complement the national 
efforts while at the same time furthering global trade 
opportunities,

Fully aware of the increasing and considerable 
accumulation of skills and resources within the de
veloping ECAFE region, and of their immediate rele
vance in the elaboration and implementation of schemes 
for development and regional co-operation,

Recognizing the pressing need to promote greater 
regional self-reliance and economic viability, and 
in particular to cope with the special problems of 
the land-locked and of the least developed countries 
in the region,

Recognizing further the urgent need to give priority 
attention to the human factor, including the involve
ment of youth, in the development process,

Desirous of achieving the targets set in the 
international strategy for the Second Development 
Decade as speedily as possible,

Aware of the importance of the forthcoming 
third session of the UNCTAD in the context of the 
existing international trade and monetary situation,

Believing that the region is now poised for the 
attainment of such self-reliance and development, 
despite the many challenges and problems, including 
those posed by mass poverty,

Convinced nevertheless of the great benefits that 
would accrue if the important contribution hitherto 
made by developed countries were to be considerably 
increased, particularly in the light of the present aid 
and trade premises governing international partnership 
and of the goals of unified economic and social 
development,

Supporting the aspirations of the developing 
countries of the region for the creation in Asia and 
the Far East of conditions of peace and stability, in 
order to secure a marked acceleration of economic and 
social progress,

1. Declares that the twenty-fifth anniversary 
year of ECAFE marks the opening of a new and dynamic 
phase of development and co-operation in the ECAFE 
region during which all the developing countries are 
determined to attain self-sustained growth and 
economic self-reliance;

2. Considers it essential for ECAFE to intensify 
its long-term programming in order to concentrate 
efforts in the most important directions of economic 
and social development in the national interests 
of the developing countries;
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3. Calls on all countries to promote economic 
and social progress in developing countries through 
the timely implementation of the action programmes 
for the Second Development Decade;

4. Calls on the developing countries of the 
region to re-dedicate themselves to intensification 
of mutual co-operation with a view to attaining the 
goals of development;

5. Calls also on them to make their fullest con
tribution to the regional strategy for the Second United 
Nations Development Decade and to render the 
utmost co-operation to the ECAFE in this regard;

6. Requests the member countries to continue 
giving immediate attention to the formulation and 
implementation of appropriate policies and plans 
for integrating the needs of social justice with those 
of economic development, including fair income 
distribution and employment for all;

7. Appeals for special assistance and support 
to the land-locked and to the least developed among 
the developing countries within the context of the 
interests and needs of all developing countries;

8. Draws the attention of all developed countries 
to the great importance of assured expectations 
of growth and of mutual commitments as a basis 
for stability and confidence in a country's progress 
towards full development;

9. Requests those countries, in the cause of 
world stability and mutual prosperity, to provide 
assurances of sustained assistance related specifically 
to the target of full economic and social development;

10. Urges the developed countries to provide, 
within the framework of the strategy for the Second 
Development Decade, in particular, (i) assurances, 
in terms of accessibility, non-discrimination, and 
non-reciprocity, of a liberal attitude to trade issuing 
from the developing countries, (ii) similar assurances 
of continuity of aid to national investment efforts 
the quantity, type and terms of which are related 
to accepted national growth targets and frameworks, 
and (iii) sustained joint assistance by the co-operating 
developed countries to ECAFE's projects and 
programmes;

11. Urges the need for the developing countries 
of the region to be consulted in regard to, and fully 
associated with, the process of finding appropriate 
solutions to international monetary and trade problems;

12. Calls upon the Governments of all member 
countries of ECAFE to make every effort to contribute 
towards the cause of securing peace in Asia as a 
fundamental prerequisite for developing economic 
co-operation among the countries of the region, for 
their economic and social progress in the long term;

13. Invites all international organizations to 
render assistance, making use of the wide framework 
for joint action and co-operation provided in ECAFE;

14. Emphasizes the importance of ensuring 
maximum utilization of regional resources and skills 
in all programmes for regional co-operation and 
development;

15. Notes, in this connexion, General Assembly 
resolution 2736 (XXV) which, inter alia, gives 
recognition to the policy of staffing the secretariats 
of the regional economic commissions predominantly 
by nationals of countries in the region and giving 
preference to qualified candidates of under-represented 
countries in the region;

16. Calls for full implementation of decentraliza
tion of activities to the regional commission in the 
spirit of all the General Assembly. Council and 
Commission resolutions on the subject;

17. Hopes strongly and confidently that this 
declaration will become an important foundation 
for steady and rapid attainment by all the countries 
of full development, prosperity and peace, and that 
it will constitute the basis for ECAFE's continuing 
role as the regional arm of the United Nations in 
Asia and the spring-board for multilateral support 
to the declared development aims of the countries 
of the region.

460th meeting.
25 March 1972.

121 (XXVIII). THE ROLE OF THE ECAFE 
SECRETARIAT

The Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East,

Noting with satisfaction the steady progress 
achieved as a result of its endeavours during the 
past twenty-five years and the success of the many 
institutions and projects it has established for the 
region's benefit,

Noting further the valuable service rendered and 
strong support given to the performance of its tasks 
by each of the Executive Secretaries in turn and the 
secretariat,

Aware of the diligence with which the Executive 
Secretaries have implemented its directives and of 
the importance of their role in fostering economic 
and social co-operation among the countries of the 
region during a period beset with grave uncertainties 
and tensions,

Commending the distinguished contribution made 
by the present Executive Secretary, U Nyun, to the 
cause of development and co-operation in Asia and 
his dedication to the task of promoting peace through 
regional economic and social development in the 
spirit of the United Nations Charter,

1. Desires on the occasion of its twenty-fifth 
anniversary, to express its warm appreciation of 
the service rendered by the Executive Secretaries 
and the ECAFE secretariat to the Commission and 
to the region during the past years;

2. Calls upon the ECAFE secretariat to continue 
to render service of a high order to the Commission 
in the furtherance of its aim of increasing development 
and co-operation in Asia for peace and prosperity.

459th meeting, 
24 March 1972.
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IX. STATEMENT BY THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
DELIVERED AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE 
ANNIVERSARY SESSION

Only that part of the statement 
which is pertinent to the commem
oration of ECAFE's twenty-fifth 
anniversary has been reproduced.
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Statement by U Nyun, Executive Secretary of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Asia and the Far East

On 28 March 1947, the Commission was 
established by the Economic and Social Coun
cil with its working site at Shanghai. To mark 
the anniversary, we have produced a com
memorative review entitled "ECAFE-Twenty- 
five Years” which is before you. Gathered 
among us to share in our celebrations are 
many of our distinguished senior colleagues 
from United Nations Headquarters, specialized 
agencies and other organizations whose 
sustained friendship, understanding and help 
have marked the progress of ECAFE during 
the past years. I extend a cordial welcome to 
them all. I have great pleasure in warmly 
welcoming Dr. D.A. Davies, the distinguished 
Secretary-General of the World Meterorological 
Organization, who has kindly come in person 
to attend our session. ECAFE and WMO have 
worked together successfully on the Typhoon 
Damage Control Project, and we are deeply 
appreciative of the sound advice and co
operation we have received from Dr. Davies.

I am happy to report that the commemora
tion is also being observed in the Commission's 
member countries. Many of the countries 
are arranging to issue special commemorative 
stamps and to mark the occasion in other 
appropriate ways, such as by holding special 
meetings and by arranging appropriate press, 
radio and television programmes and coverage. 
The commemoration in the countries is 
expected to continue throughout the year and 
will be specially observed on 24 October, 
United Nations Day.

We have indeed come a long way from 
that first year in 1947 when the Commission 
started with ten member countries. We now 
have thirty-five members, extending over the 
entire region. Countries of our region which 
started in the early years as associate members 
are now full members. The terms of reference of 
the Commission were changed early in the fifties 
to emphasize development, in place of post-war 
reconstruction. Also at about that time, in the 
spirit of the Lahore Convention, it was agreed 
that, while nonregional member countries were 
most welcome to remain with us, the primacy 
of the regional countries would henceforth be 
voluntarily and unanimously acknowledged. 
In time, a spirit of deep mutual understanding 
and mutual accommodation in the light of one 
another's problems was developed, in what 

has come to be known as the Asian Way: 
and our problems have long been resolved by 
consensus rather than by confrontation. As 
a result, there has been no mechanical forcing 
of the pace in co-operation programmes; 
on the contrary, the preparedness of each 
country to take part has received full considera
tion while needs and urgencies in specific 
projects and programmes have continued to be 
pressed. It is no mean achievement and no 
coincidence that ECAFE has proved the most 
important single instrument for creating in this 
vast region a sense of Asian consciousness 
and Asian identity out of the disparate history of 
the preceding decades. To accomphish this, 
the Commission has used a structural fabric 
which, while continuously evolving, has been 
highly purposeful. Apart from the annual 
sessions of the Commission itself, the work is 
now carried forward by Committees in three 
main sectors of trade, industry and natural 
resources and transport and communications, 
by conferences in certain other sectors and, 
where the co-ordinated implementation of 
action programmes in required, by the Council 
of Ministers for Asian Economic Co-operation.

Against this background, the Commission 
progressed steadily from region-wide data 
gathering and analysis which had not pre
viously existed in the region, to action pro
grammes based on seeking out areas of 
agreement; a key concept that made the 
remarkable success of ECAFE possible. It was 
easy enough to discover areas of disagreement 
in Asia, but ECAFE proceeded steadfastly 
with identifying areas of agreement, however 
small, and with utilizing them as rallying points 
for co-operation. In this way were born 
projects for regional co-operation, of which 
I propose to name only one or two in each 
field: in physical resources development, 
the great Lower Mekong Basin Project; in 
infrastructural development, the Asian High
way and Asian Telecommunication Network; 
in institution building, the Asian Institute for 
Economic Development and Planning and the 
Asian Statistical Institute; in mineral resources 
development, the offshore prospecting projects 
for the Western Pacific and now for the South 
Pacific: in commodities, the Asian Coconut 
Community and the Pepper Community; in 
the area of financing and trade, the Asian 
Development Bank, the Asian Clearing Union,
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the Framework for an Asian Trade Expansion 
Programme and the proposed Asian reserve 
bank: and many other regional projects. 
Much has already been accomplished by 
ECAFE, but much more still remains to be done. 
We have a long way to go yet, but the horizons 
have now widened and the scope for regional 
co-operation and for optimum country develop
ment is well assured.

Though I have stated that we have come 
a long way, twenty-five years in the history of 
a vast continent is but a short span. Both the 
achievements and the delays in achievement 
must be viewed in this perspective. The 
political will for development through co
operation is still in the process of evolution; 
and it is natural that it should be so. Twenty- 
five years ago. the experience in most of our 
countries was one of 're-birth' and of aware
ness of a new environment. Even as physical 
communications and trade routes had to be 
re-discovered, so did re-orientations of mind 
have to be arrived at in the midst of Asia's 
diversity, varied geographic settings and rich 
cultures. Lag and lead factors had to co-exist 
and, in the light of that situation, the Com
mission came to play a significant lead role in 
the new evolution. Though some may have 
viewed the achievements as too fast or too 
slow and the delays as over-short or over-long, 
in this complex evolution, ECAFE's success 
has indeed been remarkable; so, too, the 
present wide acceptance of its high stature and 
role. It is also remarkable that it arrived at 
its present position with meagre resources, 
of which one index perhaps is that the nu
merous projects it established have gathered to 
themselves capital of an order that is a hundred 
times or more the size of ECAFE's own budget.

As to the future, I should like to observe 
that when one avers that there is an indispensa
ble need for ECAFE, this is merely the obverses 
of saying that there is an indispensable need 
of Asian countries for one another. ECAFE 
has provided a forum that has been universal 
and continuous, amidst evolving and volatile 
situations. It has afforded dialogue and 
achieved co-operation even among countries 
beset by tensions and disputes; and it has 
harmonized special sub-regional endeavours 
within an over-all scope. In this contribution 
towards peace through development and 
co-operation, ECAFE's strength has lain in 
its being what it is, namely, the regional arm 
of the United Nations is Asia and the expression 
of the United Nations Charter.

At this stage of Asia's growth, after 
twenty-five years of target-setting and deve
lopment efforts, I am sure that all our deve

loping countries are eager to posit some time 
period within which they will achieve the 
status of fully developed countries. Countries 
today are developing in a context of healthy 
political democracy and welfare state obliga
tions of a type unknown in past centuries; 
therefore they will need access to the world’s 
market on a scale fully commensurate with 
their difficulties and their development goals. 
They will also need aid that is not a substitute 
for trade; in quantum and type, in terms and 
methods of repayment, it should be based on 
an enlightened understanding of their pro
blems.

Developing countries in Asia have built 
up large resources of strength, in their infra
structure, in their skills, in their agriculture 
and their industries. Some of these accumula
tions may not even be reflected in the 
statistical indices and yardsticks that may 
be assembled. They are economically and 
psychologically now in a position where 
nothing short of their transformation to 
developed economies will satisfy them. The 
question now therefore is not whether they 
will become developed, but whether the 
present philosophy and arrangements for 
international co-operation will live up to 
these countries' full expectations regarding the 
assistance they require for attaining the single 
target in which they have reposed their 
aspirations. Failing this. I would aver that 
these countries would not modify their target, 
but would make firm decisions to attain it by 
seeking more rigorous, and perhaps largely 
autarkic, means and methods within their 
societies that in the long-run might have 
adverse effects on the community of nations. 
In ECAFE, we have mede our maximum efforts 
to assist in every way possible with national 
development and optimum possible regional 
co-operation. Permit me to recall the words 
of the former Secretary-General, His Excellency 
U Thant, which I quoted last year before the 
Commission "I do not wish to seem over- 
dramatic, but I can only conclude from the 
information that is available to me as Secretary- 
General that the Members of the United 
Nations have perhaps ten years left in which 
to subordinate their ancient quarrels and 
launch a global partnership to curb the arms 
race, to improve the human environment, to 
defuse the population explosion and to suppy 
the required momentum to development 
efforts. If such a global partnership is not 
forged within the next decade, then I very 
much fear that the problems I have mentioned 
will have reached such staggering proportions 
that they will be beyond our capacity to 
control”.
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