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I. Key Activities during July-December 2020 
  

1. The Fourth South Asia Forum on SDGs calls for Fostering 

Sustainable and resilient recovery from COVID-19 in South Asia 

 
 
New Delhi, India, 2-3 December 2020 The Fourth South Asia Forum on the SDGs, organised by UNESCAP South and 
South West Asia office (UNESCAP SSWA) jointly with the Government of Maldives focused on sustainable recovery and 
resilience from COVID-19 to build back better. A sub-regional preparatory for the Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development (APFSD) and the High-Level Political Forum, the opening session of the Forum was  addressed by Ms Armida 



S. Alisjahbana, Executive Secretary of ESCAP; H.E. Mr. Mohamed Aslam, Minister of National Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure of the Republic of Maldives; Ms. Catherine Haswell; UN Resident Coordinator in the Republic of Maldives, 
H.E. Mr. Esala Ruwan Weerakoon, Secretary-General of SAARC; H.E. Mr. Tenzin Lekphell, Secretary General of 
BIMSTEC; and moderated by Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Head of UNESCAP SSWA. Ms. Alisjahbana, in her opening remarks 
advocated greater action on social protection, economic recovery, digital transformation, and green recovery. Over 500 
stakeholders including senior government officials, think-tank heads, private sector representatives, eminent experts and 
CSOs, shared their views on impact of COVID-19 on SDGs and suggested strategies, responses to build back better. The 
Forum also identified subregional priorities to accelerate movement towards SDGs. During the session, the web portal of 
‘South Asia Network on the SDGs’ (SANS) was launched (reported later).  
 
 Read more here and here ( link for SANS portal) 

2. High-Level Policy Dialogue highlights the importance of sub-regional 

cooperation to build back better 

 
 
New Delhi, India, 9 July 2020. UNESCAP-South and South-West Asia Office (UNESCAP SSWA) organized a high-level 
policy dialogue with economy/planning ministers of South Asian countries to discuss the socio-economic impacts of the 
pandemic in the region and the strategies for recovery including through partnership and collaboration for building back 
better. Chaired by Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Executive Secretary of ESCAP, the esteemed panel included Mr. Esala 
Ruwan Weerakoon, Secretary-General, SAARC; Mr. M Shahidul Islam, Secretary-General, BIMSTEC; Dr. Mustafa Mastoor, 
Minister of Economy, Afghanistan; Mr. Muhammad Abdul Mannan, Minister of Planning, Bangladesh; Mr. Lyonpo Loknath 
Sharma, Minister of Economic Affairs, Royal Government of Bhutan; Dr. Rajiv Kumar, Vice-Chairman , NITI Aayog, India; 
Mr. Mohamed Aslam, Minister of National Planning, Housing and Infrastructure of Maldives; Prof. Dr. Puspa Raj Kadel, Vice 
Chairman, National Planning Commission, Nepal; Dr. Shabnum Sarfraz, Member (Social Sector) Planning Commission, 
Pakistan; and Dr. Sugath Yalegama, Director General, Sustainable Development Council, Sri Lanka. Dr. Nagesh Kumar, 
Head of UNESCAP SSWA Office shared the key messages of the UNESCAP report  on COVID-19 and South Asia: National 
Strategies and Subregional Cooperation for Accelerating Inclusive, Sustainable and Resilient Recovery. The speakers 
shared the prevailing conditions in their respective countries, the strategy for recovery and the importance of sub-regional 
cooperation to build back better with greater resilience. Over 3,000 participants including representatives of governments, 
academia, think tanks, civil society organizations and other key stakeholders from South Asian countries have participated/ 
watched the proceedings of the virtual Policy Dialogue so far. 
 
Read more here            Other references can be found here and here 

https://www.unescap.org/events/fourth-south-asia-forum-sustainable-development-goals
https://unescap.org/projects/sans
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/South%20Asia%20Covid-19%20Paper_5.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/South%20Asia%20Covid-19%20Paper_5.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/events/virtual-high-level-policy-dialogue-covid-19-and-south-asia-socio-economic-impacts-national
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/South%20Asia%20Covid-19%20Paper_5.pdf
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Key%20Highlights%20HLPD%20on%20COVID-19%20and%20South%20Asia.pdf


 
 
New Delhi, India, 4 December 2020. A Special High-level event on Disaster and Climate Resilience in South Asia was 
organized by UNESCAP in conjunction with the Fourth South Asia Forum on SDGs. Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, 
Executive Secretary of ESCAP, delivered the keynote address and highlighted that the new risk landscape required looking 
beyond short-term and medium-term risk management to create integrated strategies for reducing disaster risk and 
strengthening resilience, to build back better. It covered a high-level panel, moderated by Dr Nagesh Kumar, Director of 
ESCAP-SSWA and comprising Mr. Qasim Haidari, Deputy Minister of National Disaster Management and Humanitarian 
Affairs, Afghanistan; Md. Enamur Rahman, State Minister for Disaster Management and Relief, Bangladesh; Mr Nityanand 
Rai, Minister of State for Home Affairs (Disaster Management), India; Ms. Khadeeja Naseem, Deputy Minister of 
Environment, Maldives and Mr. Malik Amin Aslam Khan, Adviser to the Prime Minister on Climate Change, Pakistan. It was 
followed by an expert panel, moderated by Ms Tiziana Bonapace, Director, IDD, ESCAP comprised Directors of the 
Environment and Disasters at SAARC Secretariat, of the Regional Integrated Multi-Hazard Early Warning System for Africa 
and Asia (RIMES), BIMSTEC Centre on Weather and Climate (BCWC), of the National Institute of Disaster Management 
(NIDM), India, and the Asian and Pacific Center for the Development of Disaster Information Management (APDIM) of 
ESCAP. One of the key recommendations that emerged from the dialogue was drafting a new regional framework through 
cooperation with sub-regional bodies to shape a long term holistic and more strategic approach to building disaster and 
climate resilience. The event was attended by nearly 300 participants from all across South Asia. 
 
Read more here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Special High-Level Event focuses on Disaster and Climate 

Resilience in South Asia   

https://www.unescap.org/events/special-event-disaster-and-climate-resilience-south-asia


 

4. South Asian think-tanks discuss the need for sub-regional 

cooperation for accelerating recovery from COVID-19 

 
 
New Delhi, India, 9 September 2020. Building upon the High-Level Policy Dialogue with ministers of 
planning/economy of South Asian countries held on 9 July 2020, this Policy Dialogue brought together the Heads of 
South Asian think-tanks and other eminent experts, to share their perspectives in addressing the challenges posed 
by the pandemic and how regional cooperation and collaboration can assist the subregion in building back better. Dr. 
Nagesh Kumar, Director, UNESCAP SSWA Office and Prof. Akmal Hussain, Dean, ITU, Lahore and Co-Chair, 
SACEPS delivered the opening remarks and distinguished speakers in the high level panel included Mr. Nazir Kabiri 
Executive Director, BIRUNI Institute, Afghanistan; Dr. Fahmida Khatun, Executive Director, CPD Bangladesh; Mr. 
Wangchuk Namgay, Chief, Development Cooperation Division, Gross National Happiness Commission (GNHC), 
Bhutan; Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi, Director-General, RIS, India; Ms. Aishath Saadh, Deputy Director-General, National 
Planning and SDG Coordination, Government of Maldives; Dr. Posh Raj Pandey, Chairman, SAWTEE, Nepal; Dr. 
Abid Suleri, Executive Director, SDPI and Member of PMEAC, Pakistan; and Dr. Dushni Weerakoon, Executive 
Director, IPS, Sri Lanka. In his opening remarks, Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Head of UNESCAP SSWA Office shared the 
key messages of the UNESCAP report – on ‘COVID-19 and South Asia: National Strategies and Subregional 
Cooperation for Accelerating Inclusive, Sustainable and Resilient Recovery. Speakers agreed that it is essential to 
harness the potential of subregional cooperation in effectively addressing the pandemic and building back better with 
greater resilience.  Over 900 participants, including representatives of governments, academia, think tanks, civil 
society organizations, and other key stakeholders from South Asian countries attended/watched the proceedings of 
the Policy Dialogue. 
 
Read more here                    Other reference can be found here 
 
 
 
 

https://www.unescap.org/events/virtual-policy-dialogue-south-asian-cooperation-accelerating-recovery-covid-19-and-building
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/06.10.2020_Report_Virtual%20Policy%20Dialogue%20on%20South%20Asian%20Cooperation%20rev_0.pdf


5. UNESCAP-EIF discuss ways to empower women to join 

value chains through E-commerce in South Asia in COVID-19 

Context  
 

 

 
 
New Delhi, India, 20 October 2020 UNESCAP South and South West Asia office (UNESCAP SSWA) in 
collaboration with Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF), Geneva organized a virtual high-level forum on 
empowering women entrepreneurs to join global value chains through E-commerce keeping in the aftermath 
of  COVID-19. Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Director, UNESCAP SSWA Office moderated the session which included 
Dr. Ratnakar Adhikari, Executive Director, EIF; H.E. Ms. Selima Ahmad, Member of Parliament, Bangladesh, 
and President, Bangladesh Women Chamber of Commerce and Industry; H.E. Ms. Shandana Gulzar Khan, 
Member National Assembly of Pakistan and Chairperson of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians; 
Ms. Jahnabi Phookan, National President of FICCI Ladies Organization (FLO), India; Ms. Nikita Acharya, 
CEO, Co-founder of ''Urban Girl'', e-Commerce start-up in Nepal and Ms. Shirley Jayawardena, President, 
Federation of Chamber of Commerce & Industry in Sri Lanka. More than 800 participants, including 
representatives of governments, academia, think tanks, civil society organizations, and other key stakeholders 
including women entrepreneurs from South Asian countries participated/watched the proceedings of the 
virtual forum so far. UNESCAP and EIF also jointly launched the web-portal on “E-Commerce Capacity 
Building for Women-led MSMEs in South Asia” (see later). 
 
Read more here                   Other references can be found here and here 
 

https://staging-legacy.unescap.org/events/eif-and-unescap-virtual-high-level-forum-empowering-women-join-global-value-chains-through-e
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/d8files/knowledge-products/Report-Empowering%20Women%20to%20join%20Global%20Value%20Chains%20through%20E-commerce.pdf
https://www.unescap.wesellonline.org/


6. UNESCAP panel focuses on Accelerating SDGs 

Achievement and Building Back Better from COVID-19 

Pandemic in South Asia at SDPI Conference 
 

 
Islamabad, Pakistan 15 December 
2020 UNESCAP South and South West Asia 
Office (UNESCAP SSWA) in collaboration with 
SDPI, Pakistan organised a session on 
‘Accelerating SDGs achievement and building 
back better from COVID-19 pandemic in South 
Asia’ at the SDPI’s Twenty-third Sustainable 
Development Conference on 15th December 2020. 
Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Director of UNESCAP-SSWA 
in his opening remarks  highlighted the need for 
national strategies to focus on building better 

rather and argued that regional cooperation could play an important complimentary role to national 
efforts. Speakers included H.E. Mr. Riaz Fatyana and H.E. Ms Romina Khurshid, Chairperson and 
Member of Parliamentary Taskforce on SDGs, Pakistan respectively, and heads of subregional think-
tanks namely Mr Nazir Kabiri, Biruni Institute, Afghanistan; Dr Fahmida Khatun, CPD, Bangladesh; 
Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi, RIS, India; Dr Posh Raj Pandey, SAWTEE, Nepal and Dr Dushni Weerakoon, 
IPS, Sri Lanka. It was moderated by Dr. Rajan Sudesh Ratna, UNESCAP SSWA, and had over 350 
participants. 
 
Read more here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://staging-legacy.unescap.org/events/accelerating-sdgs-achievement-and-building-back-better-covid-19-pandemic-south-asia


7. Webinars discuss the need for integrated approaches 

and pathways for risk assessments to address the 

Cascading Disaster Risks in South Asia  

 
 
New Delhi, 22 July 2020. The first webinar 
focused on building resilience to cascading 
disasters through regional cooperation in South 
Asia. Attended by more than 250 participants, 
the webinar focused on innovative solutions to 
manage cascading disasters. The panellists 
included Dr. Saleemul Huq, Director, 
International Centre for Climate Change and 
Development, Bangladesh; Dr. Giriraj Amarnath 
Research Group Leader, Water Risks and 
Disasters, International Water Management 
Institute, Sri Lanka; Dr. Rajib Shaw, Professor 
Graduate School of Media and Governance, 
Keio University, Japan and Mr. Kamal Kishore, 
Member National Disaster Management 
Authority, India. Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Head of 
UNESCAP SSWA Office made closing remarks. 
Two key recommendations that emerged from 
the webinar session were - a) the need for a 
paradigm shift from considering only short- and 
medium-term risk management to long-term 
understanding of cascading and systemic risks 
to support resilience building efforts; and b) the 
need for the sub-region to prioritize building new 
and complex disaster risk scenarios supported 
by integrated approaches for risk assessments 
to address these risks. 
 
Read more here 

 
New Delhi, 26 August 2020.  The second 
webinar discussed pathways to manage 
cascading risks. It began with a keynote 
presentation by Professor K Vijayraghavan, 
Principal Scientific Advisor, Govt of India and 
was addressed by Maj Gen Manoj Bindal, 
Executive Director, NIDM; Dr. Bibek Kumar Lal, 
Director SAARC TB and HIV/AIDS Centre, 
Nepal; Dr. Ashis Mitra, Scientist G and Officer in 
Charge, BIMSTEC Centre on Weather and 
Climate, India, Ms. Tiziana Bonapace, Director 
ICT and Disaster Risk Reduction Division, 
UNESCAP, Dr. Roderico H. Ofrin, Country 
Director, WHO India; Dr. Edmond Fernandes, 
CEO, CHD group, India; and Mr. B.D. Gautam, 
Joint Secretary, Planning & Development 
Cooperation Coordination Division, MoFAGA, 
Nepal. Closing remarks by Dr. Nagesh Kumar, 
Director of UNESCAP SSWA Office. 
 
Read more here and here 

 

 

 

https://www.unescap.org/resources/investing-innovative-solutions-manage-cascading-disaster-risks-south-asia-key-takeaways
https://www.unescap.org/events/webinar-series-lessons-covid-19-pandemic-building-resilience-cascading-disasters-through
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Pathways%20of%20cascading%20risks.pdf


8. UNESCAP recommends support measures towards 

Sustainable Graduation of South Asian LDCs in the context 

of COVID-19 
 

 
New Delhi, India, 15 October 2020. Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, and Nepal among the least developed 
countries (LDCs) of South Asia are all at various 
progressive stages of graduation from LDC status 
– a significant milestone for their development 
effort. As part of the UNESCAP’s mandate for 
supporting countries with special needs in the 
Asia-Pacific region, the UNESCAP-SSWA Office 
published a policy report to examine the 
graduation challenges and prospects for the three 
South Asian LDCs, considering COVID-19’s 
potential impact. As pointed out in the report, the 
pandemic may exacerbate the pre-existing 
vulnerabilities and slow down the recovery of the 
LDCs. Given the unprecedented situation, the 
report calls for due considerations in the 
graduation processes and timelines, allowing for 
adequate flexibilities and additional transitional 
support as required by graduating LDCs. The 
Report was submitted to the United Nations 
Committee on Development Policy as an 
UNESCAP input for its preparations for the 2021 
Triennial Review. It has also been shared with the 
governments and other stakeholders in the 
concerned countries. 

 
Read more here     Read the report here 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.unescap.org/resources/towards-sustainable-graduation-south-asian-ldcs-aftermath-covid-19-challenges-prospects
https://www.unescap.org/sites/default/files/Towards%20Sustainable%20Graduation%20of%20South%20Asian%20LDCs_UNESCAP%20SSWA_151020_0.pdf


 

9. UNESCAP launches web-portals on SANS and for women-led 

MSMEs 
  

  

South Asia Network on SDGs (SANS) 
Webportal 
 
 

 
 
New Delhi, India, 2 December 2020 The web 
portal of South Asia Network on the SDGs 
(SANS) (https://unescap.org/projects/sans) was 
launched on 2 December 2020. SANS has been 
established to foster greater subregional 
cooperation by sharing good practices towards 
achieving the SDGs and greater knowledge 
sharing among all South Asian stakeholders, 
including policy makers, subnational and local 
government representatives, think-tanks, 
development practitioners, civil society 
organizations and other stakeholders to build 
back better. The heads of think tanks and CSO 
representative present at the occasion reiterated 
their support for this initiative and highlighted the 
relevance and significance of the platform in 
providing an opportunity to share experiences, 
good practices and improve awareness on 
accelerating SDG implementation efforts in the 
subregion.  
Read more here (link for SANS portal) 

E-Commerce Capacity Building Portal for 
Women led SMEs in South Asia 
 

 
  
New Delhi, India, 20 October 2020 UNESCAP 
SSWA and EIF Executive Secretariat, Geneva 
jointly launched the web-portal on ‘E-Commerce 
Capacity Building for Women-led MSMEs in 
South Asia’ developed as a resource for the 
capacity-building activities under a project 
implemented by UNESCAP-SSWA. The web-
portal will have online e-learning courses, 
including the manuals and an experimental e-
commerce platform wesellonline.org. 
The www.wesellonline.orgplatform will be used 
not only for the hands-on training of the women 
entrepreneurs but will also be able to generate an 
online enquiry for the potential sellers and would 
facilitate networking amongst the women 
entrepreneurs.  
  
Read more here (web portal link) 
 

 

 

 

 

https://unescap.org/projects/sans
https://unescap.org/projects/sans
http://www.wesellonline.org/
https://www.unescap.wesellonline.org/


II. Select Outreach Activities 
 

10. Civil Society Organizations discuss key challenges faced by 

South Asian countries in protecting rights of the people in 

times of COVID-19 crisis 

 

New Delhi, India, 22-23 November 2020 The South Asia 
Peoples Forum on Sustainable Development 2020 was held on 
22-23 November 2020 on the theme ‘Protecting the rights of the 
people in the time of COVID-19 crisis’ ahead of the South Asia 
Forum on SDGs. Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Head of UNESCAP SSWA 
Office gave the opening remarks at the Forum. The meeting 
reaffirmed the role of civil society organizations in influencing the 
processes and deliberations at the subregional and regional levels 
including the Fourth South Asia Forum on the Sustainable 
Development Goals, Asia and Pacific Forum on Sustainable 
Development (APFSD) and the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF) 

of the United Nations and advancing the shared commitment of CSOs in facilitating the achievement of SDGs in South 
Asia. 

 

11. South Asia’s Foreign Investment Outlook in the post-

COVID-19 Scenario 
 

 
Kathmandu, Nepal, 2 October 2020. South Asia Watch 
on Trade, Economics and Environment (SAWTEE) in 
collaboration with South Asian think-tanks, organized a 
webinar on ‘South Asia and Foreign Investment Outlook 
Post COVID -19,’ moderated by Dr. Nagesh Kumar, Head 
of UNESCAP SSWA Office. It was addressed by Mr. 
Bostjan Skalar, Executive Director, World Association of 
Investment Promotion Agencies, Prof. Mustafizur 
Rahman, distinguished fellow, Centre for Policy Dialogue, 
Dhaka; Dr. Vaqar Ahmad, Joint Executive Director, 
Sustainable Development Policy Institute, Pakistan; Ms. 
Bhawani Rana, President, Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (FNCCI), Kathmandu and Dr. Prabhas Ranjan of 
South Asian University, New Delhi. The panellists stressed 

on the importance of regional cooperation to attract FDI to the region and in exploring opportunities that can aid 
inclusive and sustainable industrialization. In this context, the session explored possible avenues for South 
Asian countries to adapt to the changing investment trajectory with an intent to build back better.  
  

  

 

 

 

 



 

12. Regional Cooperation for Sustainable Food Security in 

South Asia highlighted at Academic Conference 

 

Bengaluru, India, 16-18 December 2020 Dr. Nagesh 
Kumar, Head of UNESCAP SSWA Office was invited to 
deliver a distinguished person lecture on Regional 
Cooperation for Sustainable Food Security in South 
Asia at the 28th Annual Conference of the Agricultural 
Economics Research Association (AERA) held at the 
University of Agricultural Sciences (UAS), Bengaluru, 
Karnataka. In his lecture, Dr Kumar shared highlights of 
the UNESCAP-SSWA work on the subject that has 
been published as a book by Routledge. He presented 
a ten-point regional policy agenda emerging from the 
book for addressing food security challenges in the 
subregion including, among others, cooperation for 
combatting climate change, regional agricultural trade 
liberalization, operationalization of regional food 
reserves, leveraging technology, sharing of good 
practices, and regional institution building. The lecture 
highlighted the increasing relevance of regional 
cooperation, especially in the context of COVID-19 
pandemic which has threatened to reverse the 
developmental gains achieved over the years and push 
millions of people into extreme poverty and hunger. 

 

13. UNESCAP contributes to the ITU roundtable on Digital 

Transformation in South-Asia 

 

Bangkok, 30 July 2020. UNESCAP-SSWA supported the Roundtable on Digital Transformation for Digital 
Economies @COVID-19 South-Asia, organized by thethe International Telecommunication Union (ITU). Dr Nagesh 
Kumar, Director, South and South-West Asia Office, UNESCAP, addressed the Roundtable, which had the 
participation of the heads of telecom regulatory bodies of South Asian countries and shared the highlights of 
UNESCAP’s work on socio-economic impacts of the pandemic on South Asia and argued how subregional 
cooperation could complement the national strategies in building back better including through supporting digital 
transformation of South Asia by sharing the good practices in digital governance, direct benefit transfers, tele-
education, telemedicine, contact tracing, among others, and in helping to bridge the digital divide.  
 
Outcome of the event 

 

 

 

 

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/GSR/2020/Documents/Web%20Dialogue%2030.07.20.%20Outcome%20Report_Final%20R1.pdf


 

14. Opportunities for Intra-regional Trade in South Asia 

 

New Delhi, 14 August 2020. Dr Nagesh Kumar was a panelist 
at the webinar organized by the Centre for Policy Research, a 
think-tank based in New Delhi, with a number of distinguished 
experts from the subregion. He shared the highlights of 
UNESCAP-SSWA’s work on South Asian economic integration 
and transport connectivity. The discussion concluded that while 
there were immense opportunities for South Asian economic 
integration, a beginning should be made with potential of 
cooperation in non-controversial areas such as SDGs, 
environment and disaster management, given the political 
sensitivities. 
 
Proceedings available here 

 

15. UNESCAP-SSWA participates in the pre-Budget 

consultations with Indian Finance Minister  

 

New Delhi, 23 December 2020. Dr Nagesh Kumar, Director, 
UNESCAP-SSWA was invited by the Indian Ministry of Finance to 
participate in the consultations of H.E. Ms Nirmala Sitharaman, 
Finance Minister of India with noted economists in preparation of 
the Union Budget 2021-22 which will be presented in the 
Parliament on 1 February 2021. In his remarks at the consultation, 
Dr Nagesh Kumar made a strong plea for enhanced fiscal stimulus 
covering the poor and vulnerable sections of the society to 
accelerate the economic recovery among other measures to build 
beck better, drawing on the UNESCAP’s analysis on the socio-
economic impact of the pandemic on South Asia.  

1. UNESCAP SSWA Policy Briefs 7 – Marine Plastic Pollution in South Asia (November 2020) 
2. Report on Virtual High-Level Forum on Empowering Women to Join Global Value Chains Through E-

Commerce: Experiences in South Asia in COVID-19 Context (October 2020) 
3. Policy Brief – Towards Sustainable Graduation of South Asian LDC in the Aftermath of COVID-19: 

Challenges, Prospects and Policy Lessons (October 2020) 
4. Policy Brief – Scenario-Based Risk Analytics for Managing Cascading Disasters (November 2020) 
5. SSWA Development Paper 2003 – Asia’s Paths to Industrialization and Prosperity (October 2020) 
6. Policy Study Series – Pathways to Manage Cascading Risks and Protect People in South Asia: Key 

Takeaways for Stakeholders (September 2020) 
7. Report of the Virtual Policy Dialogue on South Asian Cooperation for Accelerating Recovery from COVID-19 

and Building Back Better (September 2020) 

 

III. Knowledge Products issued by UNESCAP-SSWA in 2020 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MT-UAi-CD-4
https://www.unescap.org/resources/unescap-sswa-policy-briefs-7-marine-plastic-pollution-south-asia
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2020/empowering-women-join-global-value-chains-through-e-commerce-experiences-south-asia-covid
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2020/empowering-women-join-global-value-chains-through-e-commerce-experiences-south-asia-covid
https://www.unescap.org/resources/towards-sustainable-graduation-south-asian-ldcs-aftermath-covid-19-challenges-prospects
https://www.unescap.org/resources/towards-sustainable-graduation-south-asian-ldcs-aftermath-covid-19-challenges-prospects
https://www.unescap.org/resources/policy-brief-scenario-based-risk-analytics-managing-cascading-disasters
https://www.unescap.org/resources/sswa-development-paper-20-03-asia-s-paths-industrialization-and-prosperity
https://www.unescap.org/resources/pathways-manage-cascading-risks-and-protect-people-south-asia-key-takeaways-stakeholders
https://www.unescap.org/resources/pathways-manage-cascading-risks-and-protect-people-south-asia-key-takeaways-stakeholders
https://www.unescap.org/resources/report-virtual-policy-dialogue-south-asian-cooperation-accelerating-recovery-covid-19-and
https://www.unescap.org/resources/report-virtual-policy-dialogue-south-asian-cooperation-accelerating-recovery-covid-19-and


8. Policy Study Series – Investing in Innovative Solutions to manage Cascading Disaster Risks in South Asia: 
Key Takeaways for Stakeholders (August 2020) 

9. Report of High-Level Policy Dialogue on COVID-19 and South Asia: Socio-Economic Impacts, National 
Strategies and Subregional Cooperation for Building Back Better (August 2020) 

10. South Asia Development Update – April and July 2020 (July 2020) 
11. Policy Study Series – Asia-Pacific Disaster Resilience Network: Protecting the Most Vulnerable to 

Cascading Risks from Climate Extremes and the COVID-19 in South Asia (June 2020) 
12. Policy Brief: COVID-19 and South Asia: National Strategies and Subregional Cooperation for Accelerating 

Inclusive, Sustainable and Resilient Recovery  (June 2020) 
13. SSWA Development Paper 2002 – Marine Plastic Pollution in South Asia (May 2020) 
14. UNESCAP SSWA Policy Briefs 6- Strengthening Freight Transport Corridors of South Asia in the Aftermath 

of COVID-19 (May 2020) 
15. Report on the Third South Asia Forum on the Sustainable Development Goals (April 2020) 
16. Regional Cooperation for Sustainable Food Security in South Asia, London, New York and New Delhi: 

Routledge for the United Nations (March 2020) 
17. South Asia Development Update – January 2020 (January 2020) 
18. SSWA Development Paper 2001 – Interpreting SDGs For South Asia: In Search of A Regional Framework – 

The Experience Of Bhutan (January 2020) 

  

IV. Highlights of South Asian Countries on SDGs Related 

Issues at the United Nations General Assembly 

 

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan: 

• The COVID-19 pandemic exposed Afghanistan’s vulnerabilities, to the point that we as a global 
community could no longer afford to ignore them. We Afghans were fortunate to have contained the 
first wave of the pandemic through close government, business and societal cooperation, with 
minimal input from the UN agencies, but the pandemic has exposed gaps in our systems that must 
be addressed. 

• Afghanistan is adapting to the digital revolution so that it can be wielded as a source of economic 
opportunity for its overwhelmingly young population, as well as a way to strengthen its systems of 
governance and the rule of law. 

• Afghanistan is focusing on human capital and human security to create the equality of opportunities 
for its fellow citizens and ensure societal stability for its people. 

• In Afghanistan, we are moving into the next five years with a clear plan for progressing the values of 
the UN. The plan is based on building markets for economic development, moving from an aid to a 
trade model, increasing labor and capital productivity in key areas in which it has a competitive 
advantage with the objective to have self-reliance, and move away from donor relationships to 
mutually beneficial partnerships. 

• Afghanistan aims to invest in strengthening state governance structures to create an environment 
conducive to growth. This means continuing to combat systemic corruption, improving our public 
financial management systems, and strengthen provincial and district level governance. 

• Afghanistan has signed memoranda of understanding with the Fortescue Metals Group to change 
Afghanistan into a leading green energy industry and intend to produce 20,000 megawatts from 
hydro.  

• Afghanistan is also in discussion with other corporations to turn 70,000 megawatts of wind, and 
220,000 megawatts of solar into renewable energy, and become a hub for renewable energy and 
green industry in the region. 

• Afghanistan needs regional solutions based on international models to address the problem of 
climate change. 

• Afghanistan calls for future frameworks that present pragmatic solutions for addressing and solving 
the five drivers of turmoil collectively, particularly the global terrorism and climate change. With these 
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frameworks in place, we can get back to the foundational basics that the United Nations was created 
to address in the first place. The United Nations that we need is an organization with the authorities, 
capabilities, capitals, and commitments to fulfil the purposes and principles of the UN Charter.  

 
Read more here 
  

https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20200923/aCaK5IQSX0PR/uSRBDvfsI7jO_en.pdf


 

Bangladesh:  

• Bangladesh's second voluntary national review (VNR) presented this year shows that we are well on track to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. 

• Bangladesh is working hard to transform Bangladesh into a middle-income country by 2021, attain the SDGs by 
2030, a developed country by 2041 and a prosperous Delta by 2100.  

• Bangladesh identified the impending challenges of financial sector and announced 21 stimulus packages. These 
packages include sectors such as export-intensive industries, safety and security of the workers, working capital 
for small and medium enterprises, loan facilities for export growth, assistance to farmers and agriculture, loan for 
employment generation, interest relief for the affected business enterprises, refinancing schemes and insurance 
for the health workers.  

• So far, Bangladesh has announced stimulus package worth USD 13.25 billion which is equivalent to 4.03% of 
our total GDP. 

• It has also allocated US$ 361 million for the returnee migrant workers. It is critical to help them regain employment 
in the post-COVID job market. It urges the international community and migrant receiving countries to treat 
migrant workers fairly and with empathy. 

• Despite the COVID-induced stagnation in global industrial outputs, its GDP has registered a growth rate of 5.24% 
and is expected to be 7% in the next fiscal year. 

• Bangladesh is leveraging on science, technology, and innovation for closing the digital divide and mobilizing 
resources and technology transfer.  

• Bangladesh is committed to upholding the values of multilateralism and working towards building a “Shonar 
Bangla” free of poverty and exploitation based on democratic principles with full enjoyment of human rights, as 
envisioned by the Father of our Nation.  

• It is crucial that graduating LDCs and recently graduated ones are accorded scaled-up international support and 
incentive packages in the transition and post-transition phases to minimize the pandemic-triggered impediments.  

• Allowances for the elderly, widows, destitute women, disabled and other backward sections of the society are 
benefitting approx. 9.1 million families.  

• Along with the government assistance, Bangladesh has collected funds and distributed more than taka 2.5 billion 
to orphans, poor students, Madrasas, Mosques, Temples, schoolteachers, artists, journalists who are otherwise 
not included in Government’s assistance programmes.  

• Bangladesh has provided scholarships to 4 million students and given cash incentives to five million people 
including farmers, workers and laborers affected by the pandemic. To ensure healthcare of the common people, 
we are providing 30 types of medicines free of cost through 18,000 community clinics and union health centres.  

• Bangladesh has provided food and other assistance for people who were rendered jobless due to COVID-19. 
This arrangement has benefitted nearly 10 million families.  

• During the pandemic, the highest emphasis by Bangladesh has been placed on food production and putting 
measures that ensure adequate supply of nutrition for its people.  

• Women’s contribution remains at the core of Bangladesh’s national development. Women have also been at the 
forefront of pandemic response and recovery efforts. So far, Bangladesh has closed 72.6% of the overall gender 
gap. 

• Bangladesh is implementing special programmes for the development of children. As the President of the 
UNICEF Executive Board, it leads the efforts to address the existing disparity. At the same time, Bangladesh 
remain vigilant to ensure that the current health crisis does not turn into a children’s crisis. 

• The Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action has helped the international community come a long way to ensure 
gender equality. As we are celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Declaration, we need to strengthen our resolve 
and mutual cooperation to address all the critical areas of concern.  

• As the current President of the Climate Vulnerable Forum (CVF) and the V-20 Group of Ministers of Finance, 
Bangladesh would lead the Forum to map out a sustainable and climate-resilient pathway out of the crisis. Also, 
Bangladesh stands ready to contribute to securing a constructive and productive outcome of the Glasgow COP. 

• Bangladesh hopes that the COVID-19 vaccine will soon be available in the world. It is imperative to treat the 
vaccine as a ‘global public good.’ We need to ensure the timely availability of this vaccine to all countries at the 
same time. If we are provided with the technical know-how and patents, the pharmaceutical industry of 
Bangladesh has the capacity to go for vaccine production in mass-scale. 

• On this 75th Anniversary of the United Nations, Bangladesh commitment to multilateralism as embodied in the 
UN Charter remains unflinching. Despite numerous challenges, at the national level, Bangladesh is committed 
to upholding the values of multilateralism and working towards building a “Shonar Bangla” free of poverty and 
exploitation based on democratic principles with full enjoyment of human rights, as envisioned by the Father of 
our Nation. 

• Just as the Second World War created opportunities for countries to come together in their efforts to cooperate, 
through the establishment of the United Nations, similarly this pandemic has emphasized the need for collective 
action under the guidance of right leadership.  

  
Read more here 
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Bhutan:  

• Bhutan was on track to become an early achiever of the SDGs, as shown by the voluntary review in 2018. But 
there were the goals set before the pandemic. Bhutan’s planning commission is closely studying the impact of 
COVID-19 on Bhutan’s developmental plans. Even otherwise, trends around the world and back home offer 
evidence enough that the world will now be falling short of the targets. 

• The conventional fiscal and monetary measures attend to the affected entities and individuals.  
• Special teams are formed to look after both informal and formal sectors. 
• The royal intervention goes to the extent of taking care of the interest payment on all loans of the citizens for a 

year.  
• The Constitution of Bhutan mandates free healthcare and education for all Bhutanese. Bhutan’s monarchs have 

always insisted on strengthening the social sector saying, it is an investment not an expenditure.  
• Despite being a resource constrained country, access to these sectors is not an issue for the Bhutanese people, 

which is why the existing public healthcare system needed only minimum adjustment to cope with the pandemic. 
• His Majesty's biggest concern is for those who could fall into the cracks within the system, which happens 

particularly in times of crisis. Thus, the King's Relief Fund ensures no one is left behind. 
• A special package is designed for the elderly and people with co-morbid medical conditions. Besides other social 

supports, essentials are delivered at their doorsteps. This unique feature is designed particularly to protect the 
most vulnerable group. 

• The Government of Bhutan was excited to redefine our education system that was not just about school 
enrolment and conventional teaching. We were going all out to engage our children in learning process that is 
meaningful and built around relevant skills and innovation. 

• Bhutan always has a Constitutional mandate to ensure 60% of forest cover and to maintain ‘inter-generational 
equity’ of their natural resources. So today, when the world is dealing with issues of climate change, Bhutan is 
grateful for the wise decisions that kept Bhutan carbon negative. 

• Bhutan expresses solidarity with the international community as we cope with COVID-19. 
• We also do not know when SARS-CoV-3 will hit us. In that sense, are we not interconnected? Is there a second 

option to multilateralism? These are questions we must keep asking ourselves frequently peaceful coexistence 
among ourselves and with the nature around us is the best vaccine for humanity to thrive on this planet. 

• Bhutan request the UN to reset this global developmental path and help us regain its grip for a smooth transition 
from the LDC category. 

• No one can be sure when SARS-CoV-3 might trigger another pandemic. Therefore, the world must redesign 
developmental path and double up investment in the social sector. Going forward, relevantly educated and 
healthy global citizens will have to be at the heart of the new normal.  

• At a time when the relevance of multilateralism is often questioned, Bhutan’s faith in the UN remains unwavering 
and firm. The challenges the global community faces are numerous and multifaceted for individual states to 
tackle on its own. From Bhutan’s perspective, there is no alternative but to work together. At the same time, the 
UN must also evolve and match the changing realities, in particular, the existing structure and composition of the 
UN Security Council do not reflect the current realities and circumstances of the world. Bhutan has also long 
supported the aspirations of the G4 to serve as Permanent Members to an expanded Security Council, of course, 
with Africa also appropriately represented. 

Read more here 
 

 

India:  

• In the changed circumstances of the post-pandemic era, India is moving forward with the vision of a 
“Self-reliant India”. A Self-reliant India will also be a Force Multiplier for the Global Economy. 

• Today, India is one of the leaders in Digital Transactions. Today. India is providing Digital Access to 
its millions of citizens, and in the process ensuring empowerment and transparency. 

• Large scale efforts are being made in India to promote Women Entrepreneurship and Leadership.  

https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20200925/SxuqgUXRYBC2/v09tpubc1MF1_en.pdf


• Indian women, today, are the biggest beneficiaries of the largest Micro Financing Scheme of the 
world. India is one of those countries where women are provided Paid Maternity Leave of 26 weeks.  

• In India, the rights of transgenders are also being secured through necessary legal reforms. 
• Today, India is implementing a programme for providing piped drinking water to 150 million rural 

households. 
• Just a few days ago India has initiated a huge project for connecting its 600,000 villages with 

broadband optical fibre.  
• Today, we have also launched an ambitious campaign for a Tuberculosis-free India by 2025. 
• Even during these very difficult times of the raging pandemic, the pharmaceutical industry of India 

has sent essential medicine to more than 150 countries. India will help all the countries in enhancing 
their cold chain and storage capacities for the delivery of the Vaccines. 

• The initiatives for the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure and the International Solar 
Alliance are realities today due to efforts of India.  

• Stability in the United Nations and empowerment of the United Nations are essential for the welfare 
of the world.  

Read more here 
 

 

 

Islamic Republic of Iran:  

• The people of the world, having taken God-given blessings of health and security for-granted, were 
suddenly shaken by the outbreak of Covid-19. In spite of its tiny size, COVID 19 managed to 
challenge global management and national governance so seriously that the world’s most significant 
assembly is convening virtually through videoconference. 

• COVID-19 is now a “common pain” for humanity—thanks to the rapid growth of science, technology 
and the media. This common pain has demonstrated that despite all progress, our ignorance as 
humans far outweighs our knowledge. Covid-19 is calling us to more humility and humbleness before 
the Almighty and the Truth of Creation. It is guiding human societies towards civil piety in promoting 
social and individual ethics as well as preventing environmental degradation and manipulation of 
nature and unhindered interference in the Creation.  

• This universal plague that has crossed over the fabricated boundaries of power and wealth reminds 
us, once again as members of human society, that it would be impossible to confront common global 
issues without global participation. All of us across the globe are experiencing difficult times during 
the pandemic.  

Read more here 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Republic of Maldives:  

 

  

 

• The Maldives’s second priority was to minimise shock to the economy, and support households and businesses. 
Income support, stimulus packages, debt moratorium, and tax reliefs programs have been initiated.  

• A National Taskforce on Response and Recovery has been constituted, and it has prioritised building resilience 
into our post-COVID action plan. The aim is to ensure that the development gains we have made over the past 
decades are not eroded; to ensure that development projects promised and planned go forward without delay; 
and to ensure that our commitment to the 2030 Agenda, ensuring that no one is left behind, does not remain 
unfulfilled. 

• The Maldives requests the G20 to extend their initiative of debt service suspension until the end of 2021. 
• Maldives appreciates the G20’s debt service suspension initiative. But there is little difference between 31st 

December and 1st January, apart from the change in year. Economies will still be in recovery and hurting. So, 
we request the G20 to extend their initiative until the end of 2021. But debt suspension is only half the story for 
SIDS. We need structural change, innovative facilities, and better and greater access to concessional financing. 
We need a proper assessment of our vulnerabilities that will shape the way for better-targeted approaches in 
SIDS. 

• In the Maldives, a vibrant and thriving nation, lives have come to a standstill almost overnight. With no tourists, 
revenue declined, and debt increased. The economy is set to contract for the first time in a decade. 

https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20200926/49thYJTCPljx/0ujMXjGRPxPA_en.pdf
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• The asymmetries in the international system have been laid bare like never before, whether it be the unevenness 
of the impacts, the digital divide, the deep shocks due to disruptions in supply chains, no country has been spared 
from the impacts. But not every country has been affected in equal measure. In countries like the Maldives, where 
tourism contributions both directly and indirectly account for 75% of GDP, the loss has been immeasurable. 

• Responding quickly to the COVID-19 health impacts was Maldives’s first priority. The Maldives immediately 
declared a National Health Emergency. 

• The Maldives boosted testing capacity, established Covid treatment facilities, mobilised and trained healthcare 
workers. The dedication of the Maldives’s frontline workers in ensuring effective provision of quality healthcare, 
and uninterrupted services has been extraordinary. 

• Social security, including universal health insurance, single parent support and elderly pensions, have continued 
despite many logistical and financial challenges. 

• The Maldives believes that a rights-based approach prioritises the empowerment of all segments of society – 
especially women and youth.n the Maldives, several steps have been taken in the right direction. For example, 
recent amendments brought to Local Councils Act allocated a third of all local council seats to women, ensuring 
their participation in the decentralised governance system. 

• The Maldives’s hope is in realising the lofty ambitions of the Paris Agreement. What we need is stronger NDCs 
by all countries. We will most certainly submit ours! We need actual realisation of pledges made, including 
financial commitments. 

• We need easier, and faster access to finance. Climate financing has to be new, additional and predictable in 
nature, and rolled out now, to achieve the target we set in 2015. Adaptation is no longer something to plan for in 
the future. It is our every day. 

• As we rebuild our economies after Covid, it must not be business as usual. We have to use this as an opportunity 
to build back greener. In doing so, no country should be left alone. This is another opportunity to reduce emissions 
to keep global temperature rise below 1.5 celsius. Let us make the road to Glasgow, one that is paved with 
meaningful action that includes all. 

• The Maldives has committed to the protection of 20% of their waters and is also committed to working with the 
Global Ocean Alliance towards achieving the global target of protecting 30% of the ocean in the coming years. 

• Today, as we grapple with one of the greatest global challenges in recent history, deliberating “the future we 
want, the United Nations we need” and “reaffirming our collective commitment to multilateralism” not only seems 
opportune but a necessity. 

• The pandemic has also highlighted the importance of global cooperation. In the Maldives, without the support of 
the friends, bilateral and multilateral partners of the Maldives, the Maldives would not be able to continue 
weathering this storm. The Maldives thanks all partners who have generously extended financial, material and 
technical support during this crisis, even when they themselves are going through challenging times. One such 
example is India. The recent budget support of 250 million USD, was the single largest financial assistance from 
a donor during this pandemic. 

• As the world work towards finding a vaccine, the Maldives’s hope is that every person who needs it will have 
access to it. That the Maldives will work together to ensure equitable access. 

• The COVID pandemic has given the us the opportunity to recalibrate our approach to development, and focus 
on building a more resilient world, one that delivers for planet, people and prosperity.  

• We must once again, come together, resolute in our commitment to the principles of the UN, to revive the true 
spirit of multilateralism, to herald in a truly just and happier world. 

Read more here 
 

 

Nepal: 

• The countries like LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS are facing limitation of resources, social protection, and 
requisite health infrastructures. The distress has been further compounded by the halt in tourism, 
remittances and disruptions on supply chains and trade. Poverty is increasing, mostly in developing 
countries, for the first time in the last twenty years.  

• In order to prevent inequalities from deepening, timely realization of SDGs should be the fulcrum of 
our actions, compass of our aspiration, and the signpost of our recovery efforts. We must reach to 
those who are at the bottom.  

• In order to prevent inequalities from deepening, timely realization of SDGs should be the fulcrum of 
our actions, compass of our aspiration, and the signpost of our recovery efforts. We must reach to 
those who are at the bottom. 

https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20200929/uvy65GbbAgSh/12mvW5Hvq1f6_en.pdf


• Global trading system has been pushed into peril. Reform of WTO has become urgent to ensure 
level playing field and rebuild trust. The WTO should launch a renewed and revitalized global trading 
framework that enables the LDCs and LLDCs benefit equitably.  

• Aid for trade has to be channeled for export competitiveness and resilience. 
• Addressing digital divide and capacity constraints of LDCs is crucial for realizing a fair share of 

benefits of e-commerce and technology dividend. They must have an easy and affordable access to 
technology.  

• Having resolved the fundamental political issues, Nepal is now focused in bringing economic 
transformation envisioned around the national aspiration of 'Prosperous Nepal, Happy Nepali'. This 
aspiration takes a cue from the 2030 Agenda, and the notion of comprehensive democracy that looks 
after not only political rights and freedoms of the people but also takes care of the 
economic, social and cultural rights and wellbeing.l has significantly increased investment in rural 
infrastructures and social sector. The hazardous mode of river-crossing has been replaced by 
bridges. 

• Despite resource constraints, we have significantly increased investment in rural infrastructures and 
social sector. The hazardous mode of river-crossing through tuins has been replaced by bridges.  

• Nepal needs international support measures in the form of technical, technological, financial and 
investment.  

• Protecting lives of the people both from disease and hunger is the supreme duty of the Governments. 
Nepal has deployed all the efforts and resources to that end, international solidarity becomes equally 
important. 

• Nepal has dedicated more than 60% of its territory to the service of ecosystem. Its economic activities 
and mode of power generation are also climate friendly.  

• Nepal calls for full and effective implementation of the Paris Agreement, robust climate action and 
easy access to climate financing.pal has achieved nearly universal enrollment and gender parity of 
children in school, and significantly reduced girls drop out.  

• What matters most in the ongoing health crisis is an easy, smooth and affordable access by all to 
anti-COVID vaccines after they are developed; sharing of knowledge and experiences; and provision 
of medical equipment and medicines. Multilateral cooperation has been an obvious casualty in the 
face of unilateral tendencies and protectionist policies. 

• As a believer in regional economic cooperation, Nepal is playing its due role under the frameworks 
of SAARC, BIMSTEC and ACD. 

• This historic 75th anniversary of the United Nations is a time to muster stronger political will for an 
enhanced international cooperation and solidarity and envision a future that is safer, more equitable 
and just. Only a collaborative, democratic, science-based and coordinated global partnership will 
help us face the difficult months and years ahead. 

• We, the Member States, must shoulder the responsibility to strengthen the UN and pursue the path 
of multilateral cooperation. There is no alternative to this. 

Read more here 

 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan: 

• Debt relief is one of the best ways to create that fiscal spaces for developing countries. Therefore, in 
early April, Pakistan called for a Global Initiative on Debt Relief. Pakistan appreciates the G20’s 
official debt suspension initiative and the emergency and rapid financing offered by the IMF, World 
Bank, Asian Development Bank and UN Agencies. This, however, is not enough. The IMF has 
estimated that developing countries will need over US$2.5 trillion to respond and recover from 
the crisis. The official debt suspension will need to be extended and expanded. Additional debt relief 
measure will also be needed.  Rich countries have generated over ten trillion dollars to finance their 
own response and recovery. They should support the creation of at least US$500 billion in new 
Special Drawing Rights for the developing world. 

• Pakistan appreciate the G20’s official debt suspension initiative and the emergency and rapid 
financing offered by the IMF, World Bank, Asian Development Bank and UN Agencies. . This, 
however, is not enough. The IMF has estimated that developing countries will need over US$2.5 
trillion to respond and recover from the crisis. The official debt suspension will need to be extended 
and expanded. Additional debt relief measure will also be needed.  

• Pakistan calls upon this Assembly to take the lead in efforts to build a global framework to stem the 
illicit financial flows and ensure speedy repatriation of stolen wealth. 

https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20200925/3Yf6QppA2NrI/4vREEq4PcA6B_en.pdf


• Commitments made through the Paris Agreement must be fulfilled, in particular the commitment to 
mobilize US$100 billion annually as climate finance.  

• Pakistan is one of the countries most affected by climate change and has launched a program to 
plant 10 billion trees in the next three years.  

• Pakistan believes the driving force in international relations must be cooperation, in accordance with 
principles of international law, and not confrontation and force. We all must emphatically reaffirm our 
support for multilateralism. 

• Pakistan realized very early on that if they imposed a strict lockdown, the type that several affluent 
countries had imposed, they would have more people dying of hunger than the virus. 
Therefore, Pakistan adopted a policy of smart lockdown. While concentrating on the virus hot spots, 
we opened up the agriculture sector immediately and then followed it up with the construction sector 
which employed most of the people.   

• The government also deployed 8 billion dollars for health services; plus support the poorest and most 
vulnerable households with direct cash payments through Ehsaas programme; and subsidies to 
small businesses.   

• Pakistan managed to control the virus, stabilize the economy and protect the poorest segment of the 
society from the fallout of the lockdown.  

Read more here 

 

Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka: 

• Sri Lanka’s sustenance during this calamity (the pandemic) was due to the series of inclusive, non-
discriminatory and holistic measures taken by the Government, prioritizing the health and safety of 
her people. These measures include, financially supporting low income families, pensioners, 
differently abled, day-income earners, farmers, and disadvantaged groups and managing the 
repatriation of Sri Lankans in a coordinated manner. Sri Lanka also explored avenues of business to 
create new economic trends. This included the use of digital technology to connect the farmer, 
supplier and consumer; to deliver essential items and services; and to provide online education. 

• Sri Lanka notes with deep concern that developing countries are facing an unprecedented economic 
and debt crisis due to the pandemic, and the need for debt relief and financial stimulus for such 
countries must be duly recognized. 

• Sri Lanka is committed to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
• The Sri Lanka Government is taking a bold and creative initiative to reduce poverty in the country by 

targeting poor families and providing a member of each such family wage employment that will help 
the family to come out of poverty and look to the future with hope.  

• Based on the vision of the President of Sri Lanka’s policy statement “Vistas of Prosperity and 
Splendour”, a Presidential Task Force in charge of Economic Revival and Poverty Eradication was 
established to create a production economy. The Task Force is focusing on creating a unique 
economic structure based on novel initiatives. 

• In Sri Lanka, the National Education System is being restructured according to the theme, “Equal 
learning opportunity for every child” envisaged in the national policy framework. Many rural schools 
are being upgraded and others modernized to equip children with knowledge and skills that would 
help them to contribute to the development of the country. 

• A cost-free official “e-learning portal” for school children, with the support of all telecommunication 
operators, has successfully contributed towards home learning during the pandemic. 

• State Ministries have been established recently, covering all areas of education for women, children 
and youth of the country, placing emphasis on vocational and technical education and training.  

• Sri Lanka is convinced that education is an important tool for emerging out of poverty. 
• Sri Lanka’s sustenance during this calamity was due to the series of inclusive, non-discriminatory 

and holistic measures taken by the Government, prioritizing the health and safety of her people. 
These measures include, financially supporting low income families, pensioners, differently abled, 
day-income earners, farmers, and disadvantaged groups and managing the repatriation of Sri 
Lankans in a coordinated manner. 

• Sri Lanka, as a country, is extremely serious about protecting their environment. With biodiversity 
that is unique to them, Sri Lanka is ensuring that their environmental assets are not only duly 
preserved but also prudently used. The Sri Lanka government is taking all measures to strike the 
right balance between preserving the environment and taking development forward. 
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• The recent debacle involving an oil tanker in Sri Lanka’s seas was carefully managed ensuring that 
our marine resources are in no way compromised. As a small country with limited resources to handle 
disasters of this magnitude, Sri Lanka, with the help of the neighbouring countries, minimized the 
damage caused by the oil tanker to the marine habitat.  

• Sri Lanka supports the extensive work being carried out by the WHO, which has played a critical role 
in shaping the global response to the pandemic. The WHO now must seek to facilitate universal 
access to a COVID-19 vaccine, once developed, which should be designated as a basic public good 
and be affordable and obtainable by all.  

• Moreover, Indian Ocean has many international sea lanes that are economically important to a large 
number of nations and therefore, should remain accessible to global trade and commerce.  

• Sri Lanka commend the efforts taken by the UN to respond to this challenge, including the “COVID 
19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan” and the establishment of the United Nations COVID-19 
Response and Recovery Fund.  

• The UN system needs to ensure equity, inclusivity and transparency, while being more responsive 
to the ever-changing global environment. 

 Read more here 

 

The Republic of Turkey: 

• The pandemic and the escalating economic crisis associated with it also have negative effects on 
sustainable development, and on the 2030 goals. Developing countries and low-income countries are 
more affected by this crisis. 

• What happened during the pandemic has shown us that Sustainable Development Goals can be an 
important guide in combating all kinds of global crises.  

• In the recent past, Turkey hosted the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification.  

• Turkey has conducted fruitful cooperation with many regions and countries, especially in Africa. Turkey 
also undertook to host the 16th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity to 
be held in 2022. 

• There is the need of a reform for multilateral organizations, in particular the United Nations. We have 
seen how ineffective the existing global mechanisms have been during this crisis. This was so much true 
that it took weeks, even months, for the Security Council, the most fundamental decision-making body 
of the United Nations, to include the pandemic on its agenda. 

• Effective multilateralism requires effective multilateral institutions. We must rapidly implement 
comprehensive and meaningful reforms, starting with the restructuring of the Security Council. We must 
provide the Council with a more effective, democratic, transparent and accountable structure and 
functioning. Likewise, we should also strengthen the General Assembly, which reflects the common 
conscience of the international community. 

• Considering that we have not yet overcome the pandemic crisis, we should try to use the institutions and 
mechanisms we have for multilateral cooperation in the most effective way. International solidarity is 
essential for long-term solutions. 

• Turkey calls for the supply of medical equipment and drugs and vaccine development efforts not to be 
made an issue of competition. No matter which country they are produced in, vaccines to be made ready-
for-use should be offered to the common benefit of humanity. 

• With the “Asia Anew” initiative, Turkey will give the relations a new dynamism, in current time when the 
pendulum of history is shifting again towards Asia. Turkey has also gained significant momentum in their 
relations with Africa, with which they have humanitarian and historical ties connecting our close 
geographies. Turkey plans to implement projects aimed at strengthening Africa’s capacity at the third 
Turkey-African Union Partnership Summit that they intend to hold in Turkey next year. 

• Turkey’s strong support for multilateralism will continue during this sensitive period we are passing 
through. We must of course keep our distance from the pandemic, but we must also close ranks in our 
joint struggle and cooperation against all challenges that threaten the international community.  

Read more here 

https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20200922/T3qdozGNpyYp/oVuPOUyUNbvk_en.pdf
https://estatements.unmeetings.org/estatements/10.0010/20200922/cVOfMr0rKnhR/UMPvjFnAUcGf_en.pdf


Bangladesh:  
  

Bangladesh has adopted a people-centred development approach and invested heavily to build a human-centred inclusive 
modern democracy as envisioned by the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. It has achieved the 
highest cumulative GDP growth globally in the last ten years and maintained strong macroeconomic stability, resulting in 
impressive socioeconomic development, increased per capita income, and reduced poverty. In March 2018, Bangladesh 
fulfilled all three criteria for graduation. The Government has adopted a comprehensive response plan embracing health and 
socioeconomic recovery measures to control and contain the COVID-19 pandemic and announced stimulus packages of 
around US$ 11.6 billion (3.3% of GDP) to be implemented in three phases- immediate, short and medium, until FY 2023-24. 
  
Bangladesh has met the target set for 2020 for under-five mortality and neonatal mortality and is on track on the prevalence 
of current tobacco use, family planning needs, and rates in the reduction of poverty and hunger. Gender parity in primary and 
secondary education has been achieved with the annual growth rate of real GDP per employed person and manufacturing 
value-added as a proportion of GDP crossing the target set for 2020. With access to electricity is on track (at 96%) Bangladesh 
is committed to providing electricity to every household by 2021. It has identified numerous initiatives to ensure the safety, 
well-being, and security of vulnerable sections of the society, including women and children. 
 
The VNR process in Bangladesh was led by the "SDGs Implementation and Review Committee, "using the Whole-of-Society 
approach in implementing the SDGs, which integrated the views of relevant stakeholders from central to the local levels. The 
process involved: (i) preparing SDGs Action Plan with new projects and programmes, (ii) launching SDGs Tracker to monitor 
implementation in terms of indicator-wise data updating, (iii) finalizing SDGs Financing Strategy which included updating of 
the financing needs with an estimated additional amount of US$ 928.5 billion being required for the FY 2017 to FY 2030, (iv) 
convening the 1st National Conference on SDGs Implementation Review participated by representatives from the Government, 
NGOs, CSOs, private sector, and DPs, (v) forming National Data Coordination Committee to harmonize data generation, (vi) 
developing a framework of collaboration between the Government and the UN agencies in Bangladesh, and (vii) approving 
40 priority indicators for localizing SDGs; 39 of them will reinforce the implementation of the other indicators. The additional 
(+1) local indicator is to reflect the "Leaving no one behind", the vulnerable issue where each District and Sub-District is lagging 
behind. 
 
The VNR 2020 has identified some challenges. Sustained GDP growth has not resulted in the reduction of income inequality. 
Ensuring quality education, tackling climate vulnerability, and sustainable urbanization remains a challenge, so does attain 
universal health coverage. The VNR 2020 of Bangladesh incorporated good and innovative, collaborative practices that other 
countries can benefit from. To address its challenges and for attaining the SDGs, Bangladesh is eager to learn from the 
experiences of others through meaningful international cooperation in the form of finance and technology to implement 

   

 

V. Highlights of South Asian VNRs at the High-Level Political 

Forum 2020 (HLPF 2020) 

 

 
Voluntary National Reviews presented to HLPR 2020 on 7th – 16th July 2020 in New York 
Bangladesh, India, and Nepal presented their voluntary national reviews (VNRs) to High-Level Political Forum 2020 
(HLPF 2020), which was held on 7th – 16th July 2020 in New York. Due to the pandemic, the country representatives 
presented their VNRs virtually. It is the second VNR for all the 3 South Asian countries presenting the subregion in 
HLPF2020. 

  

 

 



National Social Security Strategy, Health Financing Strategy, integrated water resources management, innovative domestic 
resources mobilization, and introduction of the national voluntary pension scheme and modern and commercial agriculture 
focusing on smallholder farmers. While efforts are being made to transform Bangladesh digitally, greater cooperation in 
technology transfer to seize the opportunities created by the 4IR phenomenon and achieve its national aspiration of becoming 
an upper-middle-income country by 2031 and a developed country by 2041. 

  

Read more about HLPF 2020 here          Read the Bangladesh VNR 2020 here  

 

Republic of India:  
  

In its second VNR, India has made a paradigm shift to a "whole-of-society" by engaging its sub-national and local 
governments, civil society organizations, local communities, and people in vulnerable situations, and the private sector. 
India's commitment to the SDGs is reflected in its convergence with the national development agenda. Based on the 
evidence from the SDG India Index, which measures progress at the subnational level, the country has developed a 
robust SDG localization model centered on adopting, implementing, and monitoring the SDGs at State and district levels. 
  
The VNR has covered all 17 SDGs and indicated the progress in each goal. As identified in the VNR, India has taken up 
initiatives that cover various areas. India has successfully lifted more than 271 million people out of multidimensional 
poverty through economic growth and empowerment. Enhanced access to nutrition, child health, education, sanitation, 
drinking water, electricity, and housing has reduced inequalities, especially among people in vulnerable situations. 
  
Through a nationwide initiative triggered by the Clean India Campaign and the National Nutrition Mission, India achieved 
100% rural sanitation and a sharp reduction in stunting and child and maternal mortality rates. Universal health coverage 
has been institutionalized through Ayushmaan Bharat, which provides an annual cover of USD 7,000 to 100 million 
families, covering nearly 500 million individuals. India's response to the COVID-19 pandemic domestically includes an 
initial USD 22.5 billion economic stimulus package, comprehensive health coverage for front-line workers, and direct 
cash transfers for the most vulnerable. 
  
Social inclusion is pursued through universalizing access to nutrition, health, education, social protection, and developing 
capabilities for entrepreneurship and employment. Financial inclusion through Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile (JAM) trinity – 
near-universal access to bank accounts aided by the Jan Dhan Yojana (National Financial Inclusion Scheme); Aadhaar 
card (National unique identity number) for over 90% of the population; and expansive access to mobile phones, has 
propelled new avenues of credit, insurance, and Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT) to the poor, including to over 200 million 
women, thereby accelerating their economic empowerment. 
  
India's climate action strategies call for clean and efficient energy systems, disaster-resilient infrastructure, and planned 
eco-restoration. Acting on its nationally-determined contributions, India has electrified 100% of its villages, reduced 38 
million tonnes of CO2 emissions annually through energy-efficient appliances, provided clean cooking fuel to 80 million 
poor households, and set a target to install 450GW of renewable energy and restore 26 million hectares of degraded 
land by 2030. India launched the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure and the International Solar Alliance to 
leverage global partnerships for climate action and disaster resilience. 
  
With a GDP of USD 2.72 trillion in 2018-19, India strives to become a USD 5 trillion economy by 2025 and pursue an 
inclusive and sustainable growth trajectory by stimulating manufacturing, building infrastructure, spurring investments, 
fostering technological innovation, and boosting entrepreneurship. 
  
However, the VNR has also identified major crucial areas that need to be improved in order to achieve the 2030 Agenda. 
The existing statistical system requires improvement to better monitor the progress of SDGs, no matter in terms of data 
quality, types of data, or the frequency of data collection. The state and district level indicator framework is now being 
established in some states, and a few have already developed a district-level indicator framework as well. Yet, it requires 
all states and districts to drive the SDGs and put in place robust monitoring systems in line with the frameworks as the 
foundation. More attention needs to be paid to capacity building as the framework span across many development areas 
involving a lot of stakeholders and a paradigm shift in the concept of development envisioned for the future under the 
SDG framework. The financial resources needed to fulfill the ambitious goals and targets set under the SDG framework 
is huge and additional financing needs to be identified. 
  
India also offered its support to other developing countries through the USD 150 million India-UN Development 
Partnership Fund in the spirit of South-South Cooperation. India steps into the Decade of action and will continue to work 
collaboratively with all domestic and global stakeholders to accelerate efforts for a sustainable planet for future 
generations. 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2020
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26303VNR_2020_Bangladesh_Report.pdf


 
Read more about HLPF 2020 here          Read the India VNR 2020 here 

 

 

   

 

 
 

V. SDGs IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS 
a. SGDs: priorities, actions and means of implementation  
 

Bangladesh moves up 7 marks in the SDG 
Index (Dhaka Tribune) 4 July 2020 Bangladesh 
has moved seven notches up in the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) Index 2020 as it 
ranked 109th among 166 countries, ahead of 
India (117th) and Pakistan (134th) within South 
Asia. Read more here 
 
Can we grab the China bounty? (The 
Business Standard) 5 July 2020 Clothes exports 
from Bangladesh could fall by 20% this year. 
Can Bangladesh offset the losses by exploring 
opportunities in China that has allowed the duty-
free market access for Bangladesh's all major 
export items, including apparels from July 1? 
Read more here 
 
Sri Lanka lobbies for inclusion in travel 
corridors (Colombo Gazette) 8 July 2020 Sri 
Lanka Tourism is working closely with the 
Foreign Affairs Ministry to include Sri Lanka in 
developing travel corridors for travel with no 
quarantine overseas, for returning tourists or 
visiting Sri Lankans. Read more here 
 
 

Afghanistan aims to convince international 
donors to continue assistance (TCA) 5 
October 2020 The Afghan government has 
fulfilled almost 90% of its commitments made to 
international partners in order to secure 
continued assistance. Read more here 
 
Delhi Chief Minster Launches anti-air 
pollution campaign, says polluted air can be 
life threatening in view COVID (Press Trust of 
India) 5 October 2020 Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal launched a mega anti-air pollution 
campaign. Read more here 
 
Food and Agriculture Organization supports 
Iran to strengthen capacity of national and 
local stakeholders on climate finance (IRNA) 
6 October 2020 stakeholders, from the public 
sector, academia, international organizations, 
private sector and civil society, have been 
identified under the stakeholder engagement 
component of the project "Green Climate Fund 
Readiness and Preparatory Programme. Read 
more here 
 

 

 

Returnees can overwhelm rural 
economy (Daily Star) 12 July 2020 
Bangladesh’s rural economy is going to be 
under pressure as a significant number of 

Job recovery gains momentum (Daily Star) 13 
October 2020 People are increasingly returning 
to jobs they had lost to the coronavirus 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/hlpf/2020
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/26281VNR_2020_India_Report.pdf
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/2020/07/04/bangladesh-moves-up-7-marks-in-the-sdg-index?__cf_chl_captcha_tk__=1bfaa47967a2d878c2111233699bad7207d8676d-1594010195-0-AbdDnyNrTY5--GX-GbfGSAwTjQEgj_NtpGRJZrUKBPs3GX7Wl13_sIWFxcymgou4n1pO77vdLVtFYrDEEr1oCAJP3fohSM-wnJxmNoeEm_i8FRP_n8dQiVyd4kil579ximn7siHmzI3DkUBQfcXsaRHsBeN2ZTfMgJpkFajVmLbrazAiewch8tpf2MMoOzhagkjvt_CIGN11OwR8IzkEhTkmR35qHlDITuKpOY8U7FRQtHLnFHr-qD0Jc1qnC8ljuT-FEMEvwhXEpLyuOiJr6ypjBLLDw-FvpPs_JnVUvwRbg3dTYINRONH4skxsad19mCyMjELXR1P8__W6jbXX67E7xiX3YTFcT6-spfygrtqBzmYuk51_URyySoEw0hPNHxGC2Y70X81iAYGFr5TVcPYUS0_WCjsLs6_W3q2s6VZjL5nCHROPplrAxJsGhmyJAR23PixNQZkasn2tuAFabgRScRQp6xgEJdsOGdtWjsQviHekIXBMmU81DT-0SRCHVx605LGj_MV9YG5OMj50TMKAv7OERHEN-jFWbrb86LYMKIxBP3ViP2NBxsMsOXWfd3K0Lg2Y6F1CCNo7_EyUgxc
https://tbsnews.net/economy/trade/can-we-grab-china-bounty-101926
https://colombogazette.com/2020/07/08/sri-lanka-lobbies-for-inclusion-in-travel-corridors/
https://www.timesca.com/index.php/news/22991-afghanistan-aims-to-convince-international-donors-to-continue-assistance
http://www.ptinews.com/news/11860683_Delhi-CM-launches-anti-air-pollution-campaign--says-polluted-air-can-be-life-threatening-in-view-COVID.html
https://en.irna.ir/news/84066733/FAO-supports-Iran-to-strengthen-capacity-of-nat-l-and-local-stakeholders


people from urban areas are returning to their 
respective villages losing their sources of 
income due to COVID-19 fallout. Read 
more here 
 
Pakistan achieves Climate Action 
Sustainable Development Goal before 2030 
Deadline: UN Report (The Nation) 12 July 
2020 Pakistan was ranked as the most climate-
vulnerable country and has crossed a crucial 
milestone by achieving an overarching 
Sustainable Development Goal 13 ‘Climate 
Action’ much before the deadline. Read 
more here 
 
Google to invest Rs 75,000 crore to help 
accelerate India’s digital economy (Financial 
Express) 13 July 2020 Google and Alphabet 
Chief Executive Officer Sundar Pichai 
announced a $10 billion (roughly Rs 75,000 
crore) “Google for India Digitisation Fund” in a 
bid to help accelerate India’s digital economy. 
Read more here 
 
Digital financial inclusion could help 
economic recovery in Bangladesh (Daily 
Star) 14 July 2020 Bangladesh has embraced a 
wide range of financial inclusion since 2010 by 
allowing a vast population to open an account 
with an initial deposit of Tk 10-100 as the 
government looked to bring the unbanked under 
the umbrella of the banking sector. Read 
more here 
 
Foreign investment pledges plunge 24% due 
to COVID-19 (The Kathmandu Post) 15 July 
2020 Investment pledges made by foreign 
investors during the lockdown period of four 
months have plunged by 24% as compared to 
the same period in the last fiscal year. Read 
more here 
 
Macroeconomic instability limits productivity 
growth: World Bank (Business Recorder) 16 
July 2020 Productivity growth in Pakistan was 
limited by macroeconomic instability, says the 
World Bank. Read more here 
 
Bangladesh reduces multidimensional 
poverty (Dhaka Tribune) 18 July 2020 
Bangladesh has significantly reduced 
multidimensional poverty and made substantial 
progress towards achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. Read 
more here 

pandemic, Read more here 
 
Financing is critical for creating a poverty-
free world: Dhaka (Daily Sun) 14 October 2020 
Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the 
United Nations, Ambassador Rabab Fatima said. 
For creating a poverty-free world, mobilizing 
adequate resources and financing is critical. 
Read more here 
 
India’s green energy sector may get bag full 
of investments in next 3 years; thanks to 
these factors (Financial Express) 14 October 
2020 Investments in the renewable energy sector 
may climb as much as 35% as global investors 
eye Indian markets. Read more here 
 
Focusing on protecting people, health of 
population remain a priority for India: 
International Monetary Fund (PTI) 14 October 
2020 India's priorities should be to protect the 
most vulnerable people, well targeted support 
and protecting small and medium sized 
enterprises. Read more here 
 
Government making concerted efforts to 
revive economy: Sheikh (Business Recorder) 
14 October 2020 Adviser to the PM on Finance 
and Revenue Abdul Hafeez Sheikh has said 
that the government is making concerted efforts 
to revive the country’s economy. Read 
more here 
 
Pakistan stresses need for collective 
solutions to advance sustainable 
development (Radio Pakistan) 17 October 2020 
Permanent Representative of Pakistan to the 
UN, Ambassador Munir Akram has stressed the 
need for working together and scaling up 
collective solutions to advance sustainable 
development. Read more here 
 
Working to provide better future for children: 
Prime Minister (Daily Sun) 18 October 2020 
"Every children will be the steersmen of the 
country in the coming days by getting proper 
education. They'll live a beautiful life. We're 
working keeping that as our aim," she said. Read 
more here 
 
Open to imparting more stimulus to 
economy: Finance Minister 
Sitharaman (Financial Express) 20 October 
2020 Finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
indicated that the government might unveil 
another round of economic stimulus at an 
appropriate time this fiscal. Read more here 
 

 

https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/returnees-can-overwhelm-rural-economy-1928853
https://nation.com.pk/12-Jul-2020/pakistan-achieves-climate-action-sustainable-development-goal-before-2030-deadline-un-report
https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/technology/google-to-invest-rs-75000-crore-to-help-accelerate-indias-digital-economy/2022394/
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/digital-financial-inclusion-could-help-economic-recovery-1930109
https://kathmandupost.com/money/2020/07/13/foreign-investment-pledges-plunge-24-percent-due-to-covid-19
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40005487/macroeconomic-instability-limits-productivity-growth-wb
https://www.dhakatribune.com/business/economy/2020/07/18/bangladesh-reduces-multidimensional-poverty
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/job-recovery-gains-momentum-1977133
https://www.daily-sun.com/post/511723/Financing-is-critical-for-creating-a-povertyfree-world:-Dhaka
https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/indias-green-energy-sector-may-get-bag-full-of-investments-in-next-3-years-renewables-foreign-investors/2105409/
http://www.ptinews.com/news/11886947_Focusing-on-protecting-people--health-of-population-remain-a-priority-for-India--IMF.html
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40026369/govt-making-concerted-efforts-to-revive-economy-sheikh
https://www.radio.gov.pk/17-10-2020/pakistan-stresses-need-for-collective-solutions-to-advance-sustainable-development
https://www.daily-sun.com/post/512510/Working-to-provide-better-future-for-children:-PM
https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/open-to-imparting-more-stimulus-to-economy-fm-sitharaman/2109432/


Disentangling India’s trade 
surplus (Hindustan Times) 20 July 2020 In 
June, India recorded its first trade surplus in the 
last 18 years, the first such month since January 
2002. Read more here 
 
90% of Afghanistan population lives below 
poverty line (The Times of Central Asia) 21 
July 2020 Afghanistan’s Ministry of Economy on 
July 20 confirmed that 90% of Afghans are living 
below the poverty line. Read more here 
 
Maintain growth in agriculture to ensure 
food security: Prime Minister (Daily Star) 28 
July 2020 "Though the coronavirus outbreak set 
us back to some extent, we have to maintain the 
growth that has been achieved in the agriculture 
amid the pandemic to ensure that our people 
don't suffer from food crisis," the PM said. Read 
more here 
 
United Nations General Assembly president 
hails Maldives’ support for SDGs (The 
Edition) 29 July 2020 Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, 
the President of the United Nations General 
Assembly hailed Maldives' support for the UN to 
implement its Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) and build resilient communities. Read 
more here 
 
COVID-19 to hit hard Pakistan’s remittance 
inflows: Asia Development Bank (Business 
Recorder) 3 August 2020 The ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic would hit hard Pakistan’s 
remittance inflows, said the Asian Development 
Bank in its latest report. Read more here 
 
Pakistan’s Balance Of Payments position to 
improve on back of low trade deficit, 
remittances; Study (Business Recording) 3 
August 2020 Pakistan’s Balance of Payment 
position is set to improve, on the back of 
reduction in the trade deficit and remittance 
inflows, Read more here 
 
Breaking records, remittance continues to 
beat all odds (Daily Stars) 3 August 2020 After 
sending home a record $18.20 billion last fiscal 
year that ended on June 30, migrant workers 
sent in another $2.6 billion in July, which is a 
record for a single month. Read more here 
 
Modi government’s guarantee-free loans for 
MSMEs (Financial Express) 4 August 2020 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had 
announced the Emergency Credit Line 
Guarantee Scheme for providing liquidity 
support to MSME. Read more here 
 

Handicraft shipments predicted to plunge as 
virus smashes export market (Kathmandu 
Post) 20 October 2020 Nepal's handicraft 
exports are expected to plunge by 70% next 
year. Read more here 
 
Remittance flow defies expectations to 
record a strong 8% growth (Kathmandu Post) 
22 October 2020 Remittance inflows in the first 
two months of the fiscal year were down from 
the heady 23% growth in the first month. Read 
more here 
 
Reforms needed to turn Pakistan into a 
‘resilient economy’: International Monetary 
Fund’s Georgieva (Business Recorder) 22 
October 2020 The government’s policy 
response and support from the international 
community helped mitigate the impact of 
COVID19. However, “further reforms are 
needed to build a more resilient economy.” 
Read more here 
 
Central Bank notes Sri Lanka on path 
towards economic revival (Colombo Gazette) 
22 October 2020 The Central Bank of Sri Lanka 
today noted that Sri Lanka is on a path towards 
economic revival. Read more here 
 
Bangladesh on track to achieve SDGs, says 
Zuena Aziz (Daily Sun) 24 October 2020 
Bangladesh is on the right track to attain the 
global sustainable development agenda by 2030 
despite multifaceted challenges lying ahead in 
the path of the long journey. Read ore here 
 
Business up for Multinational Corporations, 
but not like last year (Daily Star) 27 October 
2020 Business for most listed multinational 
companies has bounced back in the July-
September period. Read more here 
 
Indian outfit wins UN award for efforts to 
combat climate change amid COVID-19 (PTI) 
28 October 2020 The Global Himalayan 
Expedition is among the winners of the 2020 UN 
Global Climate Action Award. Read more here 
 
Government working towards making 
Bangladesh economically self-reliant: Prime 
Minister (Daily Star) 29 October 2020 Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina said the government is 
working towards make Bangladesh economically 
self-dependent so that people can live a life of 
dignity. Read more here 
 

 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/analysis/disentangling-india-s-trade-surplus/story-giOg4uynVrzwDHi0xlh8kK.html
https://www.timesca.com/index.php/news/22716-90-of-afghanistan-population-lives-below-poverty-line
https://www.thedailystar.net/country/news/maintain-growth-agriculture-ensure-food-security-pm-1937525
https://edition.mv/news/18173
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40009385/covid-19-to-hit-hard-pakistans-remittance-inflows-adb
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40009391/pakistans-bop-position-to-improve-on-back-of-low-trade-deficit-remittances-study
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/remittances-forex-reserves-hit-record-highs-july-1939593
https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/banking-finance/modi-govts-guarantee-free-loans-for-msmes-these-psu-banks-offer-maximum-credit-to-small-businesses/2044285/
https://kathmandupost.com/money/2020/10/20/handicraft-shipments-predicted-to-plunge-as-virus-smashes-export-market
https://kathmandupost.com/money/2020/10/21/remittance-flow-defies-expectations-to-record-a-strong-8-percent-growth
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40027973/reforms-needed-to-turn-pakistan-into-a-resilient-economy-imfs-georgieva
https://colombogazette.com/2020/10/22/central-bank-notes-sri-lanka-on-path-towards-economic-revival/
https://www.daily-sun.com/post/513710/Bangladesh-on-track-to-achieve-SDGs-says-Zuena-Aziz
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/business-mncs-not-last-year-1984889
http://www.ptinews.com/news/11918920_Indian-outfit-wins-UN-award-for-efforts-to-combat-climate-change-amid-COVID-19.html
https://www.thedailystar.net/country/news/govt-working-towards-making-bangladesh-economically-self-reliant-pm-1986261


Businesses laid off a quarter of employees, 
trimmed 18% pay during the lockdown, 
survey says (Kathmandu Post) 6 August 2020 
The four-month-long lockdown imposed by the 
government to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
pandemic forced 61% of businesses to close 
down completely. Read more here 
 
Prime Minister Modi launches financial 
facility of Rs 1 lakh crore under Agricultural 
Infrastructure Fund (Financial Express) 9 
August 2020 Prime Minister Modi launched a 
financing facility of Rs 1 lakh crore under the 
Agriculture Infrastructure Fund via video 
conferencing. Read more here 
 
Experts call for urgent review of SDGs 
strategy, action plan (The News) 9 August 
2020 Pakistan urgently needs a comprehensive 
country review on the SDGs mainstreaming into 
development projects, data collection and 
reporting mechanisms to ensure sharp increase 
in performance. Read more here 
 
Pandemic derailed development works. 
Planning minister is buckling down to get it 
back on track (Daily Star) 10 August 2020 The 
government has decided to prepare a roadmap 
to ensure full implementation of the annual 
development programme. Read more here 
 
Prime Minister Modi highlights: Ultra fast 4G 
in Andaman by Airtel; undersea telecom 
cable to boost digital connectivity (Financial 
Express) 10 August 2020 Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has inaugurated the submarine 
Optical Fibre Cable (OFC), connecting Chennai 
and Port Blair. Read more here 
 
India Faces Lost Generation as Virus Pushes 
Children to Work (Bloomberg) 10 August 2020 
The coronavirus pandemic is forcing India’s 
children out of school and into farms and 
factories to work, worsening a child-labor 
problem that was already one of the most dire in 
the world. Read more here 
 
Forum urges investment in population 
planning to achieve sustainable 
development (The Nation) 12 August 2020 
Speakers on the Parliamentary Forum on 
Population urged that investment in population 
planning was essential for Pakistan to 
accelerate its progress across social, economic 
and environmental fronts and achieve 
sustainable development. Read more here 
 
 

India’s first solar-powered miniature train 
launched at Veli Tourist Village in 
Kerala (Financial Express) 2 November 2020 A 
solar energy-driven miniature train, billed as the 
country’s first of its kind, was inaugurated at the 
Veli Tourist Village Read more here 
 
Exports drop on faltering recovery of 
apparel (Daily Star) 3 November 2020 
Bangladesh’s merchandise exports declined 
4.08 per cent year-on-year to $2.94 billion in 
October because of the faltering recovery of 
garment. Read more here 
 
Economy moving faster than expected; 
global investors eyeing India to invest: 
Department of Economic Affair Secretary 
Tarun Bajaj (Financial Express) 3 November 
2020 Economic Affairs Secretary Tarun Bajaj 
said that he is expecting a further economic 
improvement in November as the economy is 
moving at a much faster rate than what was 
anticipated by economists. Read more here 
 
Ensure swift, hassle-free justice for people: 
Prime Minister to judges, lawyers (Daily-Sun) 
4 November 2020 "Getting justice quickly, less 
expensively and hassle-free is the right of the 
people. she said. Read more here 
 
Maldives anticipates golden year for tourism 
in 2022 (Xinhua) 4 November 2020 Minister of 
Tourism of the Maldives Abdulla Mausoom has 
said 2022 will be a golden year for tourism in the 
country, local media reported. Read more here 
 
Prime Minister takes power relief stop to 
help boost exports (Business Recorder) 4 
November 2020 Prime Minister Imran Khan 
announced Industrial Support Package that 
offers additional consumption of electricity to 
small and medium industries at 50% less rates. 
Read more here 
 
8% of employed workforce benefitted from 
stimulus packages so far: Centre for Policy 
Dialogue (Daily Star) 5 November 2020 Only 
8% of the country's employed workforce has so 
far benefitted from the stimulus packages linked 
to the coronavirus pandemic. Read more here 
 
Infrastructure development lagging behind 
trade growth in Bhairahawa (Kathmandu Post) 
4 November 2020 The once sleepy customs 
yard at Bhairahawa, where a few container 
trucks used to roll in occasionally, is now a 
scene of fast-paced action as the Tarai city 
explodes into an economic hub. Read 
more here 
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The storm over Bangladesh economy has 
blown over (Daily Star) 13 August 2020 
Bangladesh might be one of only two ASEAN 
and South Asian economies to register positive 
growth in 2020 despite a global recession that is 
shaping up to be historic in scale, according to 
Standard Chartered Bank's research team. 
Read more here 
 
Monitoring of remittance through NITB: State 
Bank of Pakistan gives go ahead for setting 
up of international payment 
gateway (Business Recorder) 13 August 2020 
The State Bank of Pakistan has reportedly given 
go ahead for establishment of international 
payment gateway to monitor remittance through 
National Information Technology Board (NITB). 
Read more here 
 
New ‘Blue economy policy’ to help save 
foreign exchange, hopes Prime 
Minster (DAWN) 16 August 2020 Prime 
Minister Imran Khan congratulated the Ministry 
of Maritime Affairs for finalising a new and 
dynamic “Blue Economy Policy” aimed at 
revitalising the shipping sector. Read more here 
 
Loan write-offs touch down to a three-year 
low (Daily Star) 17 August 2020 Loans written 
off by banks plummeted to a three-year low in 
the first quarter of 2020 as lenders' capacity to 
keep 100 per cent provisioning against their 
delinquent assets has decreased because of the 
fall in profit. Read more here 
 
Prime Minster Modi’s faceless tax 
assessment may face fundamental 
roadblocks; concerns mount over back-end 
support (Financial Express) 17 August 2020 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s efforts to bring 
reforms in the Indian tax system by introducing 
the faceless assessment facility may face 
fundamental roadblocks on its way. Read 
more here 
 
Only high-priority projects this fiscal 
year (Daily Star) 18 August 2020 The 
government has directed ministries and 
divisions to pick high-priority projects from the 
list of the unapproved schemes in the annual 
development programme as development work 
has been hamstrung by revenue shortage 
caused by the coronavirus pandemic. Read 
more here 
 

Prime Minister to inaugurate Sehat Card Plus 
Program in Swat on Friday (Radio Pakistan) 5 
November 2020 Prime Minister Imran Khan will 
inaugurate the Sehat Card Plus Program for the 
entire population of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in 
Swat on Friday. Read more here 
 
Prime Minister says determined to ensure 
rule of law, socio-economic 
welfare (Business Recorder) 7 November 2020 
Prime Minister Imran Khan said ensuring rule of 
law and making Pakistan a socio-welfare State 
was his foremost priority to achieve the goals of 
prosperity and development. Read more here 
 
Wage rate ticking up (Daily Star) 8 November 
2020 Workers in Bangladesh are still making do 
with lower wages compared to the pre-
pandemic level as the ongoing economic growth 
has not translated into higher incomes for them 
in a major way. Read more here 
 
Second wave could inflict bigger damage to 
economy (Daily Star) 9 November 2020 The 
second wave of Covid-19 will derail 
Bangladesh's feeble economic recovery, deal a 
massive blow to the poor and low-income 
groups, reduce fiscal space and constrain public 
expenditure, said economists. Read more here 
 
Digital transaction helps to strengthen 
economy and its documentation: 
President (Radio Pakistan) 9 November 2020 
President Dr Arif Alvi has emphasized on 
elimination of corruption, enhancing efficiency, 
governance and taking care of the poor for the 
development and progress of the country. Read 
more here 
 
World Bank urges Pakistan to expand 
investment in Solar and Wind 
Energy (Business Recorder) 10 November 
2020 A new World Bank study has urged 
Pakistan to quickly implement a major scale-up 
of solar and wind generation. Read more here 
 
Businesses fear further losses as second 
wave looms large (Daily Star) 11 November 
2020 Exporters and local businesses have 
received a shot in the arm since June on the 
back of improved economic activity but the 
fragile recovery could evaporate before taking 
root if the country is hit with a second wave of 
the Covid-19. Read more here 
 

 

 

2.3mn Pakistani youth could lose jobs under 
long term COVID containment: Asia 
Development Bank (Business Recorder) 18 

Pakistan heading in right direction, showing 
positive indicators in various sectors: 
President (Radio Pakistan) 11 November 2020 
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August 2020 As per the report titled Tackling the 
COVID-19 Youth Employment Crisis in Asia and 
the Pacific, in the 6-month scenario, job losses 
for youth may equal 6.1 million in India, followed 
by Pakistan with 2.3 million. Read more here 
 
Government to open 6,000 km of highways 
until its term ends: Minister (IRNA) 18 August 
2020 Mohammad Eslami said that by the end of 
the current presidential term some 3,100 
kilometers highways will be built. Read 
more here 
 
hours (Daily Star) 19 August 2020 The central 
bank ordered banks to run their branches like in 
normal times to give a boost to the economy 
although the COVID-19 caseload is showing no 
sign of coming down. Read more here 
 
Afghanistan: 16 million people in need of 
humanitarian aid, World Food Program says 
(TCA) 20 August 2020 More than 16 million 
Afghans are in serious need of humanitarian 
aid, said a spokesman for the World Food 
Program (WFP) in Afghanistan, Read more here 
 
Banks ordered to return to normal working 
Youth unemployment to double this 
year (Daily Star) 20 August 2020 Youth 
unemployment in Bangladesh may more than 
double in 2020 if the country takes six months to 
contain the coronavirus pandemic, which has 
caused economic output and demand to fall 
drastically, said a new report. Read more here 
 
Unemployment may reach 21.5pc in 2020: 
Asia Development Bank – International 
Labour Organisation report (Business 
Recorder) 20 August 2020 Unemployment could 
reach 21.5%in 2020 compared to 8.9% in 2019 
as more than 2.3 million youths in Pakistan are 
feared to lose their jobs in case of a long-term 
containment scenario implemented to curtail the 
coronavirus spread. Read more here 
 
Pakistan emerged as one of countries 
achieve SDG-13 Climate Actions (Pakistan 
Observer) 23 August 2020 Pakistan this year 
has emerged as one of the countries to achieve 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs-13) 
Climate Action. Read more here 
 
Economy on right track, says Imran as he 
reveals current account surplus of $424m in 
July (DAWN) 24 August 2020 Prime Minister 
Imran Khan said the country's current account 
balance had recorded a surplus of $424 million 
in July, signalling that the economy was "on the 
right track". Read more here 

President Dr. Arif Alvi says Pakistan is heading 
in the right direction, showing positive indicators 
in various sectors, including economy, law and 
order and social development. Read more here 
 
India set for historic recession; GDP to 
contract by 8.6% (DPA International) 12 
November 2020 The Indian economy is set to 
contract for the second consecutive quarter, 
dragging the country into an unprecedented 
recession, according to a forecast by the 
national central bank. Read more here 
 
Prime Minister directs to finalize incentives 
for Special Technology Zones (Radio 
Pakistan) 12 November 2020 Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has directed for finalizing incentives 
for setting up Special Technology Zones to 
attract foreign investments. Read more here 
 
Indian economy may be recovering faster 
than anticipated: Oxford 
Economics (Financial Express) 15 November 
2020 The Indian economy is seen recovering 
faster than expected and the Reserve Bank is 
likely to have come to an end of the rate easing 
cycle, according to global forecasting firm 
Oxford Economics. Read more here 
 
Prime Minister approves increase in number 
of Ehsaas Kafaalat programme 
beneficiaries (Associated Press of Pakistan) 15 
November 2020 Prime Minister Imran Khan 
accorded approval for increasing the number of 
Ehsaas Kafalat programme beneficiaries from 
the existing 4.6 million to 7 million. Read 
more here 
 
Government plans Tk 1.5 trillion agriculture 
investment in 5 years (Daily Sun) 17 November 
2020 The government is coming up with a hefty 
Tk 1.5 trillion investment plan for the agriculture 
sector in the next five years as corona has 
increased the importance of the sector as a tool 
to support the economy during any crisis. Read 
more here 
 
Government bets big to rehabilitate rural road 
network (United News of Bangladesh) 17 
November 2020 The Executive Committee of the 
National Economic Council approved a Tk 
5,905.59-crore project to maintain the rural road 
network by rehabilitating the roads, bridges and 
culverts destroyed by cyclone Amphan, 
excessive rains and floods. Read more here 
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Polluting Turag: Department of Environment 
shuts operation of 8 plants (Daily Star) 27 
August 2020 The Department of Environment 
stopped operations of eight illegal garment 
washing plants in the capital's Mirpur area for 
polluting the water of Turag and the 
environment. Read more here 
 
Government working on strategy to ensure 
price stability: Shibli (Business Recorder) 27 
August 2020 Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz said that the 
government was working on a strategy to 
control the inflation and stabilise prices of the 
essential commodities. Read more here 
 
India can be business hub to achieve 
sustainable development goals ensuring 
clean energy: UN Chief (Times of India) 28 
August 2020India can be the “business hub” to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goal of 
ensuring affordable and clean energy for all, UN 
chief Antonio Guterres said. Read more here 
 
Reforms vital to put economy on firms path: 
The Federation of Pakistan Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (Business Recorder) 
30 August 2020 The Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FPCCI) 
has stressed the need for serious structural 
reforms with a keen focus on value-addition for 
a sustainable economic growth. Read 
more here 
 
Amid COVID-19 pandemic, informal schools 
open up under flyways in Delhi; how they are 
working (Financial Express) 31 August 2020 At 
a time when all MCD and government schools 
are closed and learning is offered remotely, 
some cases have emerged in Delhi where some 
informal set-ups are helping students study as 
they do not have access to the technological 
means. Read more here 
 
University Students: Government sits on 
University Grants Commission proposal for 
free Net (Daily Star) 1 September 2020 The 
government is dilly-dallying over a University 
Grants Commission (UGC) proposal to 
introduce free internet packages for university 
students at a time when many pupils are 
suffering due to the increasing cost of mobile 
data packages. Read more here 
 
Inequality shows no abetting: Government 
report (Financial Express) 1 September 2020 
Bangladesh is far from reducing inequality as its 
disparities in social and economic sectors are 
growing, finds a report on a Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG). Read more here 

Government will set private healthcare 
service fees: Zahid Maleque (Daily Star) 18 
November 2020 The government will set the 
fees for private healthcare services, including 
treatment and pathological cost, health minister 
Zahid Maleque said. Read more here 
 
Indian engineering exports hit by increasing 
raw material prices (Financial express) 18 
November 2020 Rising steel and other metal 
prices coupled with the second wave of Covid 
pandemic has crippled India’s engineering 
exports. Read more here 
 
Higher tea prices push up Nepal’s export 
earnings (Kathmandu Post) 18 November 2020 
Export earnings from listed products swelled 
23% in the first quarter, largely as a result of tea 
prices climbing to record highs, traders said. 
Read more here 
 
Bangladesh loses $703 million a year to tax 
abuse by multinationals, individuals (Daily 
Star) 23 November 2020 Bangladesh is losing 
more than $703 million every year because of tax 
abuses committed by multinational corporations 
and private individuals, according to a new 
report. Read more here 
 
SDG Centre at National Institute of 
Engineering (The Hindu) 23 November 2020 
The National Institute of Engineering (NIE) in 
the city, in coordination with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), has 
established a centre to integrate the outreach 
programmes of the institute with sustainable 
development goals. Read more here 
 
Development projects may not pick up pace 
this fiscal year, contractors fear (Kathmandu 
Post) 23 November 2020 The coronavirus 
pandemic coupled with a potential shortage of 
construction materials could hamper the 
implementation of development projects, 
contractors say. Read more here 
 
National Command and Operation Center 
decides to close all educational institutions 
from Thursday (Radio Pakistan) 23 November 
2020 National Command and Operation Center 
(NCOC) has decided to close all the educational 
institutions from Thursday in view of surge in 
Coronavirus cases. Read more here 
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Post-flood challenges for SDGs (Daily 
times) 1 September 2020 Heavy floods are 
playing havoc with the lives, livelihood, 
biodiversity and infrastructure of the country. 
Read more here 
 
India plans to extend rural jobs guarantee 
scheme to cities, to address urban 
unemployment (Financial Express) 2 
September 2020 India is considering 
extending its flagship jobs program in villages 
to workers in cities left unemployed by the 
pandemic-induced lockdowns, a government 
official said. Read more here 
 
Government measures behind surge in 
remittance: Kamal (Daily Stars) 3 
September 2020 Finance Minister AHM 
Mustafa Kamal gave credits to the 
government's 2 per cent cash incentive for 
the recent surge in remittance. Read 
more here 
 
As migrant workers start returning home, 
local levels feel the heat to create 
jobs (Kathmandu Post) 7 September 2020 
With the overseas-based youths returning 
home in droves, the local government has 
come up with some innovative ideas to 
promote homegrown jobs. Read more here 
 
Zero-accident, zero-pollution policy 
adopted: Industries Minister (Daily Star) 7 
September 2020 Industries Minister Nurul 
Majid Mahmud Humayun said that the 
government has adopted a zero-accident and 
zero-pollution policy to achieve Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) in the industrial 
sector. Read more here 
 
Increase determined contributions to 
combat climate change (New Age) 8 
September 2020 Prime minister Sheikh 
Hasina inaugurated the South Asian regional 
office of Global Centre on Adaptation in 
Bangladesh, urging all countries concerned 
to increase their ‘determined contributions’ to 
combat the climate change menace and 
execute the 2015 Paris Agreement. Read 
more here 
 
Government plans handouts for the laid-
off (Daily Star) 9 September 2020 A ray of 
hope has emerged for the laid-off, disabled 
and insolvent workers of export-oriented 
garment, leather and footwear manufacturing 
factories as the government has initiated a 
scheme to extend financial support to them. 
Read more here 
 

Jobs are back, income is no: Workers take 
lower-paying jobs; still suffer salary 
cuts (Financial Express) 24 November 2020 
The Indian economy is recovering, listed 
companies are making huge profits, the 
employment rate is rising; but, the common 
people are still struggling with stagnant 
household incomes. Read more here 
 
Economic revival mostly due to pent up 
demand, base effect; unlikely to sustain after 
festivals (Financial Express) 25 November 
2020 India’s economy saw a significant 
improvement in various macroeconomic 
indicators in the month of October 2020; 
however, it is unlikely to sustain after the festive 
season. Read more here 
 
Prime Minister orders full support for textile 
sector to meet massive rise in 
demand (Associated Press of Pakistan) 25 
November 2020 Prime Minister Imran Khan 
directed the ministries concerned to extend full 
support to textile sector, witnessing a massive 
rise in demand and export orders even beyond 
their current capacity. Read more here 
 
India enters recession, worst among major 
economies (VOA) 27 November 2020 India's 
economy contracted 7.5% between July and 
September, performing the poorest among 
major advanced and emerging economies and 
entering a technical recession for the first time 
since independence, official data showed. Read 
more here 
 
Nepal will graduate to developing country 
soon (Himalayan Times) 27 November 2020 
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli stressed the need 
to advance the social security scheme with 
coordination, collaboration and cooperation 
among the three tiers of government. Read 
more here 
 
Pakistan economy is underway of recovery: 
Ministry of Finance Report (Business 
Recorder) 28 November 2020 The Ministry of 
Finance said that in four months, inflation has 
come down, rupee has stabilized, remittances 
have increased, whereas, the trade deficit has 
increased by 4% to $6.7billion. Read more here 
 
Government to further strengthen rail 
communication: Prime Minister (New Age) 29 
November 2020 Prime minister Sheikh Hasina 
said her government would further strengthen rail 
communication throughout the country to ensure 
transportation of goods and people at a lower 
cost. Read more here 
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Turkey scales back school reopening 
amid rise in COVID-19 cases (Reuters) 9 
September Turkey announced it was scaling 
back plans to reopen schools later this 
month, with only the youngest pupils 
beginning classes at first, for up to two days a 
week. Read more here 
 
World Health Organization seeks 
Bangladesh’s urgent action to avoid 
deaths by trans fat intake (Daily Star) 10 
September 2020 Fifteen countries, including 
Bangladesh, account for approximately two-
thirds of the worldwide deaths linked to trans 
fat intake, the World Health Organization 
(WHO). Read more here 
 
India August inflation seen above Reserve 
Bank of India’s target rates (Deccan 
Herald) 10 September 2020 India's retail 
inflation likely stayed above the Reserve 
Bank of India's medium-term target range in 
August for the fifth straight month as supply 
disruptions kept food and fuel prices high, a 
Reuters poll showed. Read more here 
 
Energy diversification for an energy 
secure Bhutan (Kunsel) 12 September 2020 
During the nationwide lockdown last month, a 
power outage in central and western parts of 
the country lasted for about an hour. Read 
more here 
 
Prime Minster gets committee report on 
SDGs (Daily FT) 12 September 2020 A 
report on the objectives of ‘sustainable 
development’ was presented to PM Mahinda 
Rajapaksa at the Parliament premises. Read 
more here 
 
Retail inflation at 6.69% in August, 
marginally down from 6.73% in 
July (Hindustantimes) 14 September 2020 
India’s consumer inflation in August remained 
at 6.69%, slightly lower than 6.73% recorded 
in the previous month, according to released 
government data. Read more here 
 
Rashakai Special Economic Zone will help 
development of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa: Prime Minister (Business 
Recorder) 14 September 2020 Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has said that Rashakai will be 
the second Special Economic Zone after 
Faisalabad under the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor project. Addressing the 
participants after inking an agreement to 
make Rashakai into an Economic Industrial 
Zone. Read more here 

Government wants accountability of all 
those who have embezzled public money: 
Prime Minister (Radio Pakistan) 29 November 
2020 Prime minister Imran Khan said the 
government wanted accountability of all those 
who have embezzled the public money. Read 
more here 
 
Bangabandhu Railway Bridge to become key 
part of international, regional rail network: 
Japan (United News Bangladesh) 29 November 
2020 Japanese Embassy in Dhaka has said the 
new Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Railway Bridge 
(4.8 km) will become a key part of the 
international and regional rail transport network. 
Read more here 
 
Nepal’s Foreign employment office limits per 
day quota of labour permits to 
300 (Kathmandu Post) 30 November 2020 
Foreign Employment Office in Tahachal, 
Kathmandu, has strictly implemented the token 
system for distributing labour permits to 
outbound Nepali migrant workers. Read 
more here 
 
Pakistan continues to grow positively: 
Hammad (Associated Press of Pakistan) 30 
November 2020 Federal Minister for Industries 
and Production, Hammad Azhar said that 
country’s economy continued to grow despite 
deep contraction of global economy. Read 
more here 
 
Consider reopening schools, don’t sacrifice 
the future: Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention Bangladesh chief (Daily Star) 1 
December 2020 A US public health expert has 
suggested that reopening of schools in 
Bangladesh could be considered as "school 
closure (during Covid-19 pandemic) has clear 
negative impacts on child health, education and 
development." Read more here 
 
“Second wave” hampers Pakistan’s 
Refining, Fuel Demand Growth Outlooks: 
Reports (Business Recorder) 2 December 2020 
Fitch Solutions in its latest report said that a 
sharp resurgence in new daily Covid-19 
infections in Pakistan has put the brakes on the 
government’s economic reopening plans after 
earlier lockdowns. Read more here 
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Pakistan’s Remittances remain strong in 
August, surpass $2 billion for the third 
month (Business Recorder) 14 September 
2020 Remittances from Overseas Pakistanis 
continued its strong runs, as the workers’ 
remittances in August, remained above $2 
billion for the third month in a row. Read 
more here 
 
Students back in schools across Pakistan 
after more than 6 months (DWAN) 15 
September 2020 Millions of students in 
Pakistan returned to classes after a break of 
six months, as schools and colleges began to 
reopen for the first time since the outbreak of 
the novel coronavirus. Read more here 
 
Economy on path to gradual 
recovery (Daily Star) 16 September 2020 
Bangladesh might have already started 
rebounding from the persisting coronavirus 
pandemic as the Asian Development Bank 
said the economy would see a gradual 
recovery in the first two quarters of the fiscal 
year. Read more here 
 
Trade recovers after months of weak 
import demand; Indian exports of these 
items rise (Financial Express) 16 September 
2020 India’s trade balance has started to 
normalize with a pick up in both imports and 
exports after sustaining months of lull due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. Read more here 
 
Despite economic slowdown, Pakistan’s 
gig economy continues to shine (Business 
Recorder) 17 September 2020 Despite 
economic slowdown lead by the coronavirus 
pandemic, Pakistan’s gig economy continued 
to be among the best, as the country became 
the eighth fastest-growing freelancing nation 
with year-on-year revenue growth of 68%. 
Read more here 
 
Pandemic Threatens Hard-Earned 
Development Gains (Nepal24hours) 19 
September 2020 Prime Minister KP Sharma 
Oli addressed the SDG Moment 2020, a 
high-level event convened by UN Secretary-
General on the margins of the 75th session of 
the UN General Assembly. Read more here 
 

Prime Minister calls for ensuring 
opportunity, improving accessibility for 
persons with disabilities (PTI) 3 December 
2020 Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that 
India has taken numerous measures to ensure a 
positive change in the lives of persons with 
disabilities, as he gave a call for collectively 
working towards ensuring opportunity and 
improving accessibility for them. Read 
more here 
 
Government to upgrade 250 factories to 
international standard (United News of 
Bangladesh) 8 December 2020 The government 
will upgrade 250 firms to international standard 
in order to increase employment and exports in 
the leather and leather goods, footwear, 
plastics, and light engineering sectors. Read 
more here 
 
Pakistan exports to US exceeds $400 million: 
Dr. Shahbaz Gill (Associated Press of 
Pakistan) 8 December 2020 Special Assistant to 
PM of Pakistan on Political Communication Dr 
Shahbaz Gill said that Pakistan’s exports to the 
United States exceeded $ 400 million in a single 
month for the first time in the history of the 
country. Read more here 
 
Prime Minister reviews reforms in energy 
sector (Radio Pakistan) 8 December 2020 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has directed to take 
all necessary steps to bring further improvement 
in the energy sector. He said all stakeholders 
must fulfil their responsibilities in this regard 
within the stipulated period.  Read more here 
 
Climate change: Hasina seeks decisive global 
action to save planet (Daily Sun) 9 December 
2020 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina stressed the 
need for robust international climate coalitions to 
reduce the carbon emission effectively and save 
the future generations. Read more here 
 
Modi’s WiFi revolution: Cabinet okays 
setting WiFi across country (Financial 
Express) 9 December 2020 In an effort to 
increase ease of doing business and take 
another step towards Digital India, the Union 
Cabinet approved the proposal for setting up 
public Wi-Fi networks across the length and 
breadth of the country. Read more here 
 
Youth will be encouraged and fully 
supported to start their Small and Medium 
enterprises: Prime Minister (Radio Pakistan) 9 
December 2020 Prime Minister Imran Khan 
assured that the youth will be encouraged and 
fully supported to start their Small and Medium 
enterprises. Read more here 
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India’s Fortunes Diverge From Rest of 
South Asia as Virus Surges (Bloomberg) 22 
September 2020 South Asia’s biggest 
economy has been ineffective in stamping 
out the coronavirus outbreak and it will show 
up in its economic performance: India is set 
to lag regional peers in the race to recovery. 
Read more here 
 
Prime Minister for ‘concerted global 
action’ to combat climate, COVID-19 
challenges (Daily Sun) 23 September 2020 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has called for a 
“concerted global action” to effectively 
address the crisis arising out from the climate 
change and the COVID-19 pandemic. Read 
more here 
 
Economic contraction may lead to 
permanent income loss in India; GDP may 
shrink 5.9% in 2020: UN Body (Financial 
Express) 23 September 2020 The contraction 
in the Indian economy due to the pandemic-
led disruptions may disappear next year, but 
it can cause some irreversible damage to the 
economy. Read more here 
 
Current Account in Green (Business 
Recorder) 26 September 2020 The economic 
activities are picking up and the current 
account is in surplus for three out of the last 
four months. Read more here 
 
Incentivise e-payments to speed up digital 
transformation (Daily Star) 27 September 
2020 Both the government and the central 
bank should take initiatives to provide 
cashback or incentive to customers for 
carrying out transactions using digital tools 
with a view to attaining sustainable economic 
growth, experts said. Read more here 
 
Government may provide funds to some 
public sector banks from Rs 20k crore 
fund in December quarter (Financial 
Express) 27 September 2020 In order for 
some public sector banks to meet regulatory 
capital requirements, the government may 
infuse funds, if the need arises, in the 
October-December quarter itself from the Rs 
20,000 crore fund. Read more here 
 
COVID-19 fallout: 68% lost jobs in Dhaka 
and Chattogram (Daily Star) 28 September 
2020 Around 68% of the people who had to 
stop working in urban areas of Dhaka and 
Chattogram due to the pandemic have lost 
their jobs, according to a World Bank report. 
Read more here 

60% of energy will be “clean” by 
2030 (Business Recorder) 13 December 2020 
Prime Minister Imran Khan assured the 
international community that Pakistan would 
make every contribution to mitigate the adverse 
impacts of climate change, and stated the 
government had decided that by 2030, 60% of 
all energy produced in the country would be 
"clean" and through renewable resources. Read 
more here 
 
‘Regional language reform has been long-
awaited’: Union education minister tells 
Hindustan Times (Hindustan Times) 14 
December 2020 The move to impart technical 
education in regional languages from 2021 is 
aimed at ensuring equity, especially with rural 
students in mind. Read more here 
 
Prime Minister Modi’s Startup India: 
Government-recognised startups jump 60% 
in 12 months; this many registered so 
far (Financial Express) 16 December 2020 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s pet scheme to 
make India a startup hub – Startup India has 
crossed the 40,000-mark for startups 
recognized by the Department for Promotion of 
Industry and Internal Trade. Read more here 
 
Government making all out efforts to provide 
best health facilities to people, says Prime 
Minister (Business Recorder) 16 December 
2020 Prime Minister Imran Khan has said that the 
government is making all efforts to provide better 
healthcare to people. Read more here 
 
Decision on using forex reserves in 
Government projects before next budget: 
Finance minister (Daily Star) 17 December 
2020 The government is going to decide on the 
use of money from foreign exchange reserves in 
government projects, said Finance Minister AHM 
Mustafa Kamal. Read more here 
 
President for less copyrighted, inexpensive 
education amid poverty (Associated Press of 
Pakistan) 17 December 2020 President Dr Arif 
Alvi while emphasizing for enhanced 
international cooperation and free flow of 
knowledge, called for ensuring less copyrighted 
and inexpensive education considering the 
poverty across the world. Read more here 
 
Completion of mega projects to usher in a 
new era of progress in country: Prime 
Minister (Radio Pakistan) 19 December 2020 
Prime Minister Imran Khan says the full 
implementation of the Ehsaas program, 
industrialisation and an increase in exports are 
top priorities of the government. Read 
more here 
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Government to fully concentrate on tribal 
areas' development to thwart plans to 
create instability: Prime Minister (DAWN) 
28 September 2020 Prime Minister Imran 
Khan said the government would fully 
concentrate on developing tribal areas so that 
plans of "certain elements" who do not want 
stability in those areas could be thwarted. 
Read more here 
 
Iran’s foreign trade balance exceeds $24.6 
in 5 months (Islamic Republic News Agency) 
28 September 2020 Iran’s Customs Office 
has announced that the country’s trade has 
surpassed $24.6 billion in the first five months 
of the Iranian year (started March 20, 2020), 
in which 52 million tons of goods have been 
exported. Read more here 
 
Hasina’s Financial Times article 
advocates ‘cleaner, greener, safer 
world’ (Daily Sun) 29 September 2020 Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina has said climate 
change, pandemics and the destruction of 
nature are common threats and these should 
unite all in working towards a common 
solution - a cleaner, greener and safer world. 
Read more here 
 
Government works on air connectivity 
with different countries: Prime 
Minister (Daily Sun) 1 October 2020 Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina said her 
government has given special focus on 
establishing air connectivity with different 
countries. Read more here 
 
Focus on ‘future sustainability’ while 
making investment: Prime Minister (Daily 
Star) 1 October 2020 Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina has called for focusing on "future 
sustainability" while making investment as 
she placed a four-point proposal to save the 
planet from the adverse impacts of climate 
change. Read more here 
 
Closure of schools, colleges, universities 
extended till October 31 (Daily Star) 1 
October 2020 The closure of all educational 
institutions in the country due to the Covid-19 
outbreak has been extended till October 31. 
Read more here 
 

Cabinet nods Agricultural Good Practices 
Policy to ensure safe food (Daily Sun) 21 
December 2020 The Cabinet approved the draft 
of Bangladesh Agricultural Good Practices 
Policy, 2020 in order to ensure safe and quality 
agricultural products by applying good practices 
in the entire production-to-consumption chain. 
Read more here 
 
Nation needs to save environment as 
country's forest cover is less than world's 
average: Prime Minister (Business Recorder) 
21 December 2020 Prime Minister Imran Khan 
has said that the nation needs to take care of its 
environment as the forest cover in the country is 
less than the world average. Read more here 
 
Vitamin A campaign reaches 20.8mn 
children in Bangladesh: UNICEF (Daily Sun) 
23 December 2020 The National Vitamin A plus 
campaign in Bangladesh has reached 20.8 
million children aged between 6 months and 5 
years with the important immunity boosting 
supplement. Read more here 
 
Pakistan needs $6billion annual investment 
for water supply, sanitation: Asia 
Development Bank (Pakistan Observer) 23 
December 2020 Pakistan needs more or less 
US $6 billion annual investment for water supply 
and sanitation in the country. Read more here 
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b. Regional cooperation and other means of implementation  
 

Multi-modal connectivity imperative for BBIN 
to beat post-COVID economic woes: Think 
Tank (The Economic Times) 8 July 2020 
Extensive multi-modal connectivity is imperative 
to beat COVID-induced economic vulnerabilities 
in the critical sub-region of South Asia — 
Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal. Read 
more here 
 
Nepal Electricity Authority allowed to trade 
power with India, Bangladesh (Daily Star) 23 
July 2020 Nepal government has given its nod 
to Nepal Electricity Authority to trade electricity 
with India and Bangladesh, reports The 
Himalayan Times. It is mandatory for the NEA to 
get approval of the government for inter-country 
electricity trade. Read more here 
 
Bangladesh receives $202 million 
from World Bank for food security (Daily 
Star) 2 August 2020 The World Bank's board of 
executive directors today approved USD 202 
million in additional financing for the Modern 
Food Storage Facilities Project to increase the 
storage capacity of Bangladesh's national 
strategic grain reserves by 535,500 tons for 4.5 
million households. Read more here 
 
Afghanistan: New World Bank grants to 
cushion impact of COVID-19 on poor 
households and protect food security (The 
Times of Central Asia) 5 August 2020 The 
World Bank Board of Executive Directors on 
August 4 approved two grants totaling $210 
million from the International Development 
Association (IDA)., Read more here 
 
India contributes over $15 million to India-
UN Development Partnership Fund (Deccan 
Herald) 5 August 2020 India has contributed 
$15.46 million to the India-UN Development 
Partnership Fund, underscoring the country’s 
commitment to supporting developing nations in 
their developmental priorities across all the 
Sustainable Development Goals. Read 
more here 
 
India announces $500 million for Maldives 
project to counter China influence (Reuters) 
13 August 2020 India announced a $500 million 
package to fund a project in the Maldives to help 
it connect the capital Male to three nearby 
islands, stepping up New Delhi’s diplomatic 
efforts in a region China has also been focusing 
recently. Read more here 
 

Pakistan hosts inaugural meeting of SAARC 
ministers (Business Recorder) 26 November 
2020 Pakistan hosted the inaugural meeting of 
SAARC Planning Ministers on the theme 
“Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) in South Asia: Shaping SARRC Vision 
2030”. Read more here 
  
Afghanistan seeks to double export to 
Pakistan as trade ‘barriers removed’ (TCA) 26 
November 2020 The Afghan Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce on November 25 said that "all 
barriers" in the way of trade relations between 
Afghanistan and Pakistan have been settled 
down over the past few weeks. Read more here 
  
Dhaka-Thimphu to sign PTA next month: 
Bhutanese envoy (Daily Sun) 26 November 
2020 Bhutan will sign the Preferential Trade 
Agreement (PTA) with Bangladesh in December 
to further enhance trade and commerce between 
the two countries. Read more here 
 
Mitigating COVID Impact: Prime Minister for 
stronger cooperation (Daily Star) 7 December 
2020 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina said stronger 
regional and international cooperation is 
necessary in the coming days for mitigating the 
impact of the pandemic and for the rebuilding 
phase. Read more here 
  
Dhaka, Delhi await greater engagement in 
2021: Foreign Minister: (United News of 
Bangladesh) 7 December 2020 Foreign Minister 
Dr AK Abdul Momen has said the 50th 
anniversary of Bangladesh's independence is 
expected to witness a large number of bilateral 
activities between Bangladesh and India taking 
historic relations to a new height. Read 
more here 
 
Nepal, India to amend bilateral transit treaty 
to expand trade and connectivity (Kathmandu 
Post) 7 December 2020 Nepal and India agreed 
to amend the bilateral transit treaty in a bid to 
boost trade and connectivity during a meeting of 
the Inter-Governmental Committee (IGC) on 
Trade, Transit and Cooperation to Control 
Unauthorised Trade. Read more here 
 
World Bank approves $300 mn for Pakistan’s 
Natural Disasters, Solid Waste 
Management (Business Recorder) 9 December 
2020 The World Bank’s Board of Executive 
Directors approved $300 million in financing for 
two projects in Pakistan. Read more here 
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Asia Development Bank Approves $73 
Million Package to Develop Waste-to-Energy 
Facility in Maldives (EQ International) 13 
August 2020 The Asian Development Bank has 
approved a $73.39 million concessional loan 
and grant to the Government of Maldives to 
develop a waste treatment facility using waste-
to-energy (WTE) technology and disposal 
infrastructure for the Greater Malé region and 
neighboring outer islands. Read more here 
 
Asia Development Bank -supported reforms: 
Impact found to be modest in energy 
sector (Business Recorder) 26 August 2020 
The impact of the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB)-supported reforms in the power sector of 
Pakistan has been only modest and fragile with 
central concern has been the problem of the 
circular debt and its threat to the sustainability of 
the sector. Read more here 
 
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan to sign pact on 
power transmission project (TCA) 29 August 
2020 Afghanistan’s Acting Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Haneef Atmar and his Uzbekistan 
counterpart Abdulaziz Kamilov in a meeting in 
Tashkent agreed on a power transmission 
contract that will be later signed by Afghan 
officials. Read more here 
 
Afghanistan to construct hospitals, procure 
medical supplies financed by Asia 
Development Bank (TCA) 3 September 2020 
Afghanistan President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani 
on September 2 witnessed the signing of three 
agreements totaling $23.95 million financed by 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to construct 
hospitals and procure essential medical 
supplies. Read more here 
 
Delay in Asia Development Bank funded 
projects (Business Recorder) 5 September 
2020 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has 
just cause to be concerned with the way some 
of the projects it has financed are progressing 
and has decided to condition future 
disbursement of funds with the timelines that are 
observed. Read more here 
 
Bhutan issues first sovereign bond to meet 
increasing fiscal financing needs (Financial 
Express) 23 September 2020 The Royal 
Government of Bhutan has announced its first 
sovereign bond to support the economic 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic while 
diversifying financial sources. Read more here 
 
 

Prime Minister for regional development 
through cooperation (United News of 
Bangladesh) 10 December 2020 Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina laid emphasis on regional 
development and cooperation, reaffirming that 
Bangladesh follows its policy – ‘friendship to all, 
malice to none’. "I believe in regional 
development and cooperation," she said. Read 
more here 
 
Prime Minister urges South Korea to invest in 
Hi-tech Park (Daily Sun) 10 December 2020 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina invited South 
Korea to invest in Bangladesh, particularly in the 
Hi-tech Park, mentioning that a conducive 
business climate prevails here. Read more here 
  
Pakistan, Japan discuss promotion of 
relations in fields of media (Radio Pakistan) 10 
December 2020 Ambassador of Japan to 
Pakistan, Kuninori Matsuda called on Special 
Assistant to the PM on Information and 
Broadcasting, Raoof Hassan in Islamabad. Read 
more here 
 
Pakistan keen to further strengthen bilateral 
cooperation with Nepal: Sohail 
Mahmood (Radio Pakistan) 10 December 2020 
Pakistan attaches high importance to its 
multifaceted ties with Nepal and desires to further 
strengthen bilateral cooperation. Read 
more here 
  
World Bank approves $6.5 million to help 
poor children complete primary 
education (Daily Sun) 12 December 2020 The 
World Bank approved $6.5 million to help poor 
children living in urban slums complete primary 
education as well as provide pre-vocational 
training to poor school-dropout youths in Cox’s 
Bazar. Read more here 
 
Afghanistan: World Bank $85 million grant to 
expand public services, access to clean water 
and sanitation (TCA) 12 December 2020 The 
World Bank Board of Executive Directors on 
December 11 approved two grants totalling 
nearly $85 million from the International 
Development Association. Read more here 
  
Comprehensive talks expected during 
Hasina-Modi Summit (Daily Sun) 14 December 
2020 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her 
Indian counterpart Narendra Modi will hold 
"comprehensive discussions" on the entire 
spectrum of the bilateral relationship during their 
virtual Summit on Dec 17. Read more here 
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Dhaka-Delhi virtual talks begin (Daily Sun) 29 
September 2020 The 6th Bangladesh-India 
Joint Consultative Commission (JCC) meeting 
begins with a special focus on water sharing, 
projects under India-financed LoC, connectivity, 
trade and energy cooperation. Read more here 
 
Prime Minister to lead global leaders’ climate 
event Wednesday (Daily Sun) 5 October 2020 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will chair a virtual 
event of global leaders on the climate change 
issue as the current President of Climate 
Vulnerable Forum (CVF). UN Secretary General 
António Guterres, Global Center on Adaptation 
Chair Ban Ki-moon, Heads of States and 
Governments of the CVF countries, the United 
Kingdom and Italy, the host and co-host of 
COP26 respectively, The Netherlands, CVF 
Thematic Ambassadors and other international 
partners will be present at the event. Read 
more here 
 
Germany to provide €240 million in 
assistance to Afghanistan (TCA) 7 October 
2020 The German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ) 
has committed to invest an overall amount of 
about AFN 21.3 billion (EUR 240 million) for 
financial and technical cooperation in 2020. 
Read more here 
 
Asian Development Bank to give $150 
million for airport improvement 
works (Kathmandu Post) 7 October 2020 The 
Asian Development Bank is poised to issue 
$150 million to the Civil Aviation Authority of 
Nepal to upgrade the airports in Kathmandu and 
Bhairahawa. Read more here 
 
Pakistan seeks to further strengthen ties 
with Sri Lanka (Colombo Gazette) 14 October 
2020 Pakistan has sought to further strengthen 
ties with Sri Lanka by exploring areas of mutual 
interest and expanding bilateral cooperation. 
Read more here 
 
COVID-19 vaccine, economic recovery: 
Bangladesh seeks $1b loan from World 
Bank (Daily Star) 24 October 2020 Bangladesh 
has sought the financial support of USD one 
billion from the World Bank for Covid-19 
vaccine, economic recovery and budget 
support. Read more here 
 
Asia Development Bank provides additional 
financing to enhance agricultural 
productivity in Afghanistan (TCA) 31 October 
2020 The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has 
approved an $18.28 million grant as additional 
financing for a project that aims to enhance 
agricultural productivity in northeast 
Afghanistan. Read more here 

Pakistan to receive $1.5 billion from China to 
repay Saudi Arabia debt (Business Recorder) 
14 December 2020 China has agreed to 
immediately provide Pakistan $1.5 billion 
financing line to repay the $2 billion Saudi 
Arabia debt. Read more here 
 
Asia Development Bank approves grant to 
improve Bangladesh’s business 
competitiveness (United News of Bangladesh) 
16 December 2020 The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) has approved $0.5 million in grant 
assistance for supporting knowledge works to 
promote business competitiveness and 
intraregional trade of Bangladesh. Read 
more here 
 
India and UK to move forward on trade talks 
as Johnson plans visit (Reuters) 16 December 
2020 India and Britain will push negotiations on 
trade ties, their foreign ministers said after talks 
in New Delhi, as both countries seek to restart 
economies battered by the coronavirus 
pandemic. Read more here 
  
Prime Minister Hasina expresses interest in 
joining under-construction India-Myanmar-
Thailand highway (Daily Star) 17 December 
2020 Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina today 
interest in joining the under-construction India-
Myanmar-Thailand highway. Read more here 
 
Hasina praises ‘growing’ economic 
integration of Bangladesh, India (BDNews) 17 
December 2020 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
has hailed the growing economic integration of 
Bangladesh and India amid the ongoing efforts 
to enhance connectivity and cooperation 
between the neighbouring countries. Read 
more here 
  
EU, Agence Française de Développement to 
give €12.4m for maiden Bangladesh smart 
grid project (New Age) 17 December 2020 The 
European Union and the French Development 
Agency will provide 12.4 million Euro to 
Bangladesh to support advanced digital 
solutions in the power and energy sector in the 
country. Read more here 
  
Government, World Bank sign $80m Rural 
Enterprise and Economic Development 
Project (The Himalayan Times) 22 December 
2020 The government and the World Bank 
signed an $80 million (around Rs 9.3 billion) 
project today to bolster Nepal’s agriculture sector 
by strengthening rural market linkages and 
promoting entrepreneurship while creating jobs 
to support post-COVID-19 recovery. Read 
more here 

https://www.daily-sun.com/post/508628/DhakaDelhi-virtual-talks-today-to-discuss-priority-issues
https://www.daily-sun.com/post/509932/Prime-Minister-to-lead-global-leaders%E2%80%99-climate-event-Wednesday
https://www.timesca.com/index.php/news/23001-germany-to-provide-240-million-in-assistance-to-afghanistan
https://kathmandupost.com/money/2020/10/07/asian-development-bank-to-give-150-million-for-airport-improvement-works
https://colombogazette.com/2020/10/14/pakistan-seeks-to-further-strengthen-ties-with-sri-lanka/
https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/covid-19-vaccine-economic-recovery-bangladesh-seeks-1b-loan-world-bank-1983577
https://www.timesca.com/index.php/news/23091-adb-provides-additional-financing-to-enhance-agricultural-productivity-in-afghanistan
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40040760/pakistan-to-receive-15-billion-from-china-to-repay-saudi-arabia-debt
https://unb.com.bd/category/Bangladesh/adb-approves-grant-to-improve-bangladeshs-business-competitiveness/62067
https://www.reuters.com/article/india-uk-trade-idUSKBN28P19E
https://www.thedailystar.net/country/news/pm-hasina-expresses-interest-joining-under-construction-india-myanmar-thailand-highway-2012961
https://bdnews24.com/bangladesh/2020/12/17/hasina-praises-growing-economic-integration-of-bangladesh-india
https://www.newagebd.net/article/124519/eu-afd-to-give-124m-for-maiden-bangladesh-smart-grid-project
https://thehimalayantimes.com/business/govt-world-bank-sign-80m-rural-enterprise-and-economic-development-project/


 

India, Maldives sign 4 pacts including $100M 
grant for key connectivity project (Hindustan 
Times) 9 November 2020 India and the 
Maldives signed four agreements, including one 
for a $100-million grant for a connectivity 
project. Read more here 
 
India takes big step to normalise Nepal ties, 
skeds foreign secretary visit (Hindustan 
Times) 9 November 2020 The decision to send 
the foreign secretary comes days after Army 
Chief General MM Naravane was conferred the 
honorary rank of general of Nepali Army. Read 
more here 
 
Donors pledge $12 billion for Afghanistan for 
2021-24 (TCA) 25 November 2020 The 
international community pledged $3 billion in 
development support for Afghanistan in 2021, 
and a total of some $12 billion for four years. 
Read more here 

Government enhancing trade relations with 
Afghanistan for economic stability: National 
Assembly Speaker (Radio Pakistan) 10 
November 2020 Speaker National Assembly 
Asad Qaiser says the government has focused 
on enhancing trade relations with Afghanistan for 
economic stability and regional peace. Read 
more here 
 
Bangladesh gets $256.5m Green Climate 
Fund (Daily Star) 18 November 2020 
Bangladesh has received $256.5 million from the 
global Green Climate Fund to promote private 
sector investment through large scale adoption of 
energy-efficient technologies in the textile and 
garment sectors. Read more here 

 

c. Gender equality and empowerment 
 

6% women have access to finance (The 
Express Tribune) 14 July 2020 For the 
economic empowerment of women to tap their 
economic potential and for a positive cyclical 
effect, institutional mechanisms and 
partnerships are needed in terms of access to 
finance and supportive ancillary business 
development services. Read more here 
 
Government strives to meet SDGs targets 
through young women 
empowerment (Associated Press of Pakistan) 
27 July 2020 Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minster on Youth Affairs Muhammad Usman 
Dar said his government was striving to 
empower female youth to ensure sustainable 
socio-economic development of the country 
through successful achievement of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
targets. Read more here 
 
Turkey considering quitting treaty on 
violence against women: ruling 
party (Reuters) 5 August 2020 President Tayyip 
Erdogan’s AK Party is considering whether to 
pull Turkey out of an international accord 
designed to protect women, party officials said, 
alarming campaigners who see the pact as key 
to combating rising domestic violence. Read 
more here 
 

Challenges to women’s rights during 
pandemic in Bangladesh (Daily star) 25 August 
2020 Bangladesh, along with rest of the world, 
has been facing unprecedented challenges due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. Read more here 
 
Government pledge-bound to build safer 
society for women, girls: Foreign 
Minister (United News of Bangladesh) 25 
November 2020 Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul 
Momen said the government of Bangladesh, with 
visionary woman leader Sheikh Hasina at the 
helm, is pledge-bound to build a safer society for 
women and girls. Read more here 
 
Government working to strengthen 
womenfolks’ position in society: Prime 
Minister (Daily Sun) 9 December 2020 Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina said the government is 
implementing various programmes to strengthen 
the position of womenfolks in the society, create 
women leadership and increase women 
education so that they can advance equally. 
Read more here 
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Sania Nishtar joins ministerial roundtable 
hosted by UN Women in Bangkok (Daily 
Times) 5 August 2020 Dr. Sania Nishtar joined a 
high-level virtual ministerial roundtable with 
Ministers from around the world as part of the 
expert panel to jointly share experiences of 
several countries in ensuring a gender-inclusive 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
recovery measures. Read more here 
 
State Bank of Pakistan increases financing 
limits for women entrepreneurs (DAWN) 19 
August 2020 The State Bank of Pakistan 
increased concessional financing limit for 
women entrepreneurs from Rs1.5 million to 
Rs5m in a step towards financial inclusion. 
Read more here 

UN, EU launch spotlight initiative for Central 
Asia, Afghanistan to support women (The 
Astana Times) 10 December 2020 The United 
Nations (UN) Office and the European Union 
(EU) have launched a multi-year Spotlight 
regional programme for Central Asia and 
Afghanistan designed to eliminate all forms of 
violence against women. Read more here 
 
President approves Anti-Rape Ordinance 
2020 (Radio Pakistan) 15 December 2020 
President Dr. Arif Alvi today approved Anti-Rape 
Ordinance 2020. Under the Ordinance, special 
courts will be set up across the country to 
expedite trial of rape cases on priority basis. 
Read more here 
 
President stresses importance of women 
contribution in overall development (Radio 
Pakistan) 23 December 2020 President Dr. Arif 
Alvi has emphasized the importance of women 
contribution in overall development of the 
country. Read more here 

 

d. Environmental sustainability and disaster resilience 
 

Climate change ‘fuelling deadly India 
lightning strikes’ (Live Mint) 5 July 2020 
Lightning strikes killed 147 people in the north 
Indian state of Bihar over the last 10 days, 
officials said, warning of more extreme weather 
conditions to come, driven by climate change. 
Read more here 
 
Flood-hit people in dire need of immediate 
help (Daily Star) 9 July 2020 Many flood 
victims, who took shelter elsewhere, are 
returning home in several districts as floodwater 
has started receding from their houses. Read 
more here 
 
Floods, landslides kill 40 in Nepal, many 
missing (Reuters) 11 July 2020 Heavy rains 
triggered flash floods and landslides that killed 
at least 40 people and displaced thousands in 
western Nepal, officials said on 11 July. Read 
more here 
 
 

Earthquake of magnitude 5.1 strikes western 
Iran: State TV (Reuters) 9 August 2020 An 
earthquake of magnitude 5,1 struck the province 
of Kermanshah in western Iran on 9 August 
2020, Iranian state TV reported. Read 
more here 
 
Flood in new areas in south (Daily Star) 19 
August 2020 New areas in the southern region 
have been inundated, while the flood situation 
remains unchanged in the northern part of the 
country and some other districts. Read 
more here 
 
Flood victims take to social media as rains 
cause chaos in India's Gurugram (Reuters) 
20 August 2020 Heavy rains flooded parts of 
Gurugram, an Indian city that plays host to 
some of the world’s biggest tech companies, 
and residents took to social media to seek help 
by posting pictures of waterlogged roads and 
apartments. Read more here 
 
Flash floods in northern Turkey kill five, 11 
missing (Reuters) 23 August 2020 Flash floods 
in Turkey’s northern Black Sea region killed five 
people, President Tayyip Erdogan said, and 
authorities were searching for 11 missing 
people. Read more here 
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Rivers swell, sufferings intensified (Daily 
Star) 13 July 2020 Sufferings of flood-hit people 
in the northern and north-eastern regions have 
intensified as rivers continued to swell. Many of 
them have their houses and properties 
inundated for the second time in less than a 
month. In Lalmonirhat and Kurigram, the flood 
situation deteriorated as the Brahmaputra, 
Teesta and Dharla rivers were flowing above the 
danger level.Water levels in the rivers are on the 
rise due to incessant rains in the last few days 
and onrush of water from upstream hills, said 
Ariful Islam, executive engineer at Kurigram 
Water Development Board. Read more here 
 
2.2 million people affected by floods in 
India’s Assam as water inundates Kaziranga 
Park (XinHua) 14 July 2020 The incessant rains 
in India's northeastern state of Assam has 
worsened the flood situation there as water has 
inundated new areas, officials said. Read 
more here 
 
Flood washes away roads, 
embankments (Daily Star) 15 July 2020: Many 
embankments, roads and homesteads have 
been damaged in many districts of the country 
due to flood, causing immense sufferings to 
people. Read more here 
 
UN helps monsoon-affected river 
communities in Bangladesh before peak 
flooding (Relief Web) 15 July 2020 In an 
innovative approach to dealing with the effects 
of severe flooding in Bangladesh, the United 
Nations is using the latest in data and predictive 
analytics to forecast the next major monsoon 
floods, gauge likely impacts – and take action – 
before possible disaster hits. Read more here 
 
Flood-Hit People: Relief hard to come by 
amid pandemic (Daily Star) 16 July 2020 The 
volume of relief and food aid distributed by 
individuals and private organisations among the 
flood victims has significantly reduced this year. 
Read more here 
 
Flood Victims: Inadequate sanitation (Daily 
Star) 19 July 2020 Absence of toilet and 
sanitation facilities has aggravated the 
sufferings of flood-hit people in different districts. 
Read more here 
 
Floods in India, Nepal displaced nearly 4 
million people, at least 189 dead (Reuters) 19 
July 2020 Nearly four million people in India's 
northeastern state of Assam and neighbouring 
Nepal have been displaced by heavy flooding 
from monsoon rains, with dozens missing as 
deaths rose to at least 189, government officials 
said. Read more here 

Death toll in Turkish Black Sea floods 
increases to 8 (AP) 24 August 2020 Turkish 
rescue workers recovered two more bodies after 
severe weekend floods swept along Turkey’s 
Black Sea coast, raising the death toll to eight, 
officials said. Read more here 
 
Afghanistan flash floods kill 160, search for 
bodies continues (Reuters) 29 August 2020 
Rescuers in Afghanistan continued to search 
amidst mud and rubble for missing people after 
flash flooding this week killed around 160 
people and washed away homes across the 
country, officials said. Read more here 
 
Floods kill 23 in Pakistan financial hub amid 
house collapses, power cuts (Reuters) 28 
August 2020 Pakistan’s flooded financial capital 
of Karachi was plunged into chaos with power 
cuts, streets under water and cellphone outages 
caused by heavy rain as authorities said at least 
23 people had been killed in downpours the 
previous day. Read more here 
 
Karachi is still reeling from the devastating 
monsoon (DAWN) 2 September 2020 In the 
past few days, Karachi has received a record 
amount of rainfall since 90 years. Read 
more here 
 
Landslide warning issued as heavy rain 
lashes parts of Sri Lanka (Colombo Gazette) 2 
September 2020 A landslide warning has been 
issued for parts of Sri Lanka following heavy 
rain. Read more here 
 
Unravelling the urban flood (DAWN) 3 
September 2020 Floods are the most damaging 
natural hazard in Pakistan with 26 major events 
having ravaged the country since 1950. Read 
more here 
 
Landslides in Nepal kill 12 people, at least 21 
missing (Reuters) 13 September 2020 
Landslides triggered by torrential rain swept 
through two villages in Nepal, killing at least 12 
people, a government official said. Read 
more here 
 
President reaches out to flood-affected 
people (Business Recorder) 13 September 
2020 President Dr Arif Alvi said the government 
would never leave unattended the rain and 
flood-hit people of Sindh rather would put in all 
of its efforts to address their needs. Read 
more here 
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Pakistan’s green initiatives would reduce 
vulnerability to natural disaster (Tribune) 19 
July 2020 Environmental experts while speaking 
to participants of a webinar said that Pakistan’s 
green initiatives, if implemented in letter and 
spirit, would bring positive change in the local 
environment, reduce vulnerability to natural 
disasters, and improve social health and 
economic conditions. Read more here 
 
23 lakh marooned and it can get worse (Daily 
Star) 20 July 2020 Floodwater was still flowing 
above the danger mark at 22 points in different 
districts across the country, affecting more 
people and intensifying miseries of the victims. 
Read more here 
 
Landslide warnings issued for a number of 
areas (Colombo Gazette) 20 July 2020 
Landslide warnings have been issued for a 
number of areas as heavy rain continued to 
affect most parts of the country. Read 
more here 
 
Bangladesh floods claim 54 lives, affect 2.4 
million people, says UN (Hindustan Times) 22 
July 2020 Severe flooding in Bangladesh, which 
has killed at least 54 people and affected over 
2.4 million people, could be the worst since 
1988, the United Nations has said. Read 
more here 
 
Poor drainage sinks Dhaka (Daily Star) 22 
July 2020 Many parts of Dhaka went under 
knee-to-waist-deep water after monsoon rainfall 
in the last two days, once again exposing the 
dilapidated state of the city's drainage system. 
Read more here 
 
Prime Minister opens biggest housing 
project for climate refugees in Cox’s 
Bazar (Daily Star) 23 July 2020 Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina reiterated her steadfast 
commitment to ensure housing for all, Read 
more here 
 
Flood worsens along key rivers (Daily Star) 
28 July 2020 Flood situation in some districts 
worsened as a number of rivers were flowing 
above the danger marks. Fresh areas in a few 
regions have been inundated after 
embankments collapsed by the floodwater. 
Read more here 
 
 

India building collapse death toll climbs to 20, 
second day search under way (Reuters) 22 
September 2020 Rescue workers and sniffer 
dogs scoured the ruins of a collapsed apartment 
building looking for any sign of life, as the death 
toll climbed to 20 a day after the disaster struck 
in Bhiwandi town on the northeast outskirts of 
Mumbai. Read more here 
 
Earthquake strikes northeastern Iran near 
Turkmenistan border: local media (Reuters) 
26 September 2020 A magnitude 5.2 earthquake 
struck northeastern Iran near its border with 
Turkmenistan on Saturday, state Iranian TV 
reported. Read more here 
 
Delhi’s air quality hits ‘very poor’ level, first 
time this season (PTI) 13 October 2020 The 
national capital's air quality was in the very poor 
category on Tuesday morning, the first time this 
season, with calm winds and low temperatures 
allowing accumulation of pollutants. Read 
more here 
 
One more report ranks Nepal among most 
polluted countries in the world (Kathmandu 
Post) 22 October 2020 As the country braces for 
deteriorated air quality with the approaching 
winter season, Nepal has been once again 
ranked as one of the most polluted countries in 
the world. Read more here 
 
Quake death toll rises to 69 in Turkey (AFP) 2 
November 2020 Rescue workers were searching 
eight wrecked buildings on Sunday amid 
dwindling hope for survivors as the death toll from 
a powerful earthquake which hit western Turkey 
rose to 69. Read more here 
 
Quake toll rises to 116 in Turkey; rescuers 
finish searches (AP) 4 November 2020 The 
death toll in last week’s Aegean Sea earthquake 
rose to 116 as rescuers in the Turkish city of Izmir 
finished searching buildings that collapsed in the 
quake. Read more here 
 
Smog Control Room’ established in 
Lahore (Radio Pakistan) 15 November 2020 The 
Ministry of Climate Change has established 
‘Smog Control Room' in Lahore to ensure regular 
monitoring of smog which causes health hazards 
to population in different areas of the province 
during Winter season. Read more here 

 

 

https://tribune.com.pk/story/2255579/pakistans-green-initiatives-would-reduce-vulnerability-to-natural-disasters
https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/23-lakh-marooned-and-it-can-get-worse-1933133
https://colombogazette.com/2020/07/20/landslide-warnings-issued-for-a-number-of-areas/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/bangladesh-floods-claim-54-lives-affect-2-4-million-people-says-un/story-4Tzt8n1ZOQjxUwNnmlf5zJ.html
https://www.thedailystar.net/frontpage/news/poor-drainage-sinks-dhaka-1934229
https://www.thedailystar.net/bangladesh-pm-opens-housing-modern-amenities-climate-refugees-coxs-bazar-1934957
https://www.thedailystar.net/backpage/news/flood-worsens-along-key-rivers-1937273
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-india-collapse/india-building-collapse-death-toll-climbs-to-20-second-day-search-underway-idUSKCN26D0ZQ
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iran-quake/earthquake-strikes-northeastern-iran-near-turkmenistan-border-local-media-idUSKCN26H09J
http://www.ptinews.com/news/11881298_Delhi-s-air-quality-hits--very-poor--level--first-time-this-season-.html
https://kathmandupost.com/climate-environment/2020/10/21/one-more-report-ranks-nepal-among-most-polluted-countries-in-the-world
https://news.yahoo.com/quake-death-toll-rises-51-095330623.html?guccounter=1
https://apnews.com/article/turkey-cabinets-aegean-sea-recep-tayyip-erdogan-earthquakes-6d4d23a47823552079128f6a6aaf0b7a
https://www.radio.gov.pk/15-11-2020/smog-control-room-established-in-lahore


UN Highlights Destruction of Floods in 
Bangladesh (Fiji Sun) 28 July 2020 The United 
Nations highlighted the devastation caused by 
monsoon rains in Bangladesh, saying nearly a 
quarter of the country is flooded, affecting at 
least 3.3 million people, 40% of them children. 
Read more here 
 
Nitrogen dioxide levels fell by more than 
70% during COVID-19 lockdown in New 
Delhi: UN (Tribune India) 28 July 2020 Levels 
of nitrogen dioxide fell by more than 70 per cent 
during the lockdown in New Delhi, a UN policy 
brief said. Read more here 
 
Flood engulfs over a third of 
Bangladesh (Daily Star) 30 July 2020 Around 
37% of the country's total area has been 
flooded, said Prof AKM Saiful Islam, of Buet's 
Institute of Water and Flood Management, after 
analysing satellite images. Read more here 
 
Heavy rain batters India’s Mumbai disrupting 
rail and road traffic (Reuters) 4 August 2020 
Authorities in the Indian city of Mumbai issued a 
red alert on Tuesday and warned people not to 
venture out after heavy overnight rain in the 
financial hub brought flooding and travel chaos. 
Read more here 

Cyclone hits Sri Lanka as southern India 
Hunkers down (AFP) 3 December 2020 
Cyclone Burevi hit Sri Lanka overnight, rattling 
the island nation but leaving it relatively 
unscathed on its way to southern India, officials 
said on 3 December 2020. Read more here 
 
Extreme weather events impact 75% of 
India’s districts: Report (Hindustan Times) 10 
December 2020 A new report has found more 
than 75% of India’s districts are hot spots of 
extreme climate events. Read more here 
 
Pollution deaths in India rose to 1.67 million 
in 2019 -Lancet (Reuters) 22 December 2020 
Toxic air killed more people in India in 2019 than 
in 2017, with 1.67 million deaths accounting for 
18% of all fatalities. Read more here 

Disclaimer: UN-ESCAP does not guarantee the truthfulness, accuracy, or validity of any 
of the news items linked to in the above message. All news items are provided for 
informational purposes only and all copyrights remain those of the respective copyright 
holders. The views represented therein reflect those of the authors and not that of UN-
ESCAP or any of its member states. 
 
Your valuable feedback is welcome and greatly appreciated. Please send your 
comments or suggestions to: sswa.escap@un.org. 
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